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A _ FAMILY ESTATE... 
FOUNDED AND OWNED CONTINUOUSLY BY THE DE LATOUR FAMILY SINCE 1900 






Vineyards and 
Winery at 
Rutherford, 
Napa County, 


California 


Sauternes, Chateau Beaulieu (Medium Sweet), Sweet Sauternes 


APPROVED BY THEIR EXCELLENCIES 


The Most Rev. John J. Mitty, D.D., Archbishop of San Francisco 
The Most Rev. J. Francis A. McIntyre, D.D., 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

The Reverend Clergy throughout the country who, during the 

past fifty years have been continuous users of Beaulieu Vineyard 
wines, have attested to their superior quality. 


OF HIGHEST QUALITY 
CALIFORNIA: Angelica XXX, Tokay XXX, Muscat de Fron- 
tignan (Muscatel), Burgundy, Cabernet, Riesling, Chablis, Dry 








WRITE FOR PRICE LIST ame 
ICCHMMBEL mneyu 
Main Office New York Office and Cellars 
300 Montgomery St. " 42 West Broadway 
San Francisco 4, Calif. New York 7, N. Y. 
AGENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
E. M. Langers Co. E. M. Lohmann Co. Wm. J. Meininger D. Recher & Co. 
815 So. Sixth Sr. 413 Sibley St. P. O. Box 6147 322 W. North Ave. 
Milwaukee 4, Wis. St. Paul 1, Minn. Houston 6, Texas Chicago 10, Ill. 
A. J. Hammer Co. The Mid-West F. A. Remanjon 
1653 St. Clair Ave. Church Goods Co. Sales Representative 
N.E., Cleveland 14, 1218 Farnam Street, 2039 Calhoun St. 
Ohio Omaha 2, Nebraska New Ofleans 19, La. 
Bernard McCulla, Inc. John F. Fleming 
341 Weybosset St. 35 Sagamore Ave. 
Providence 3, R. I. West Medford 55, Mass. 
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Needlecraft \ESTMENTS og 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty and 
rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are 
recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made vestments 
vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attractively 
priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are invited 
without obligation. 





(A) No. Y4847. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask, furnished in all Church colors. Woven 
Chalice design banding. Furnished with 
either IHS or AXPO emblem. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ......$38.25 $42.25 
Roman Cope ...... eee 54.25 61.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 86.50 96.25 
Benediction Veil ...... 22.00 27.50 


a ee 12.25 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 52.00 58.00 
Gothic Cope ..... ecoe 59.75 68.00 


Gothic Dalmatics ..... 95.50 106.00 





(B) No. Y4854. aie Angel design in (C) No. ¥4904. Brocaded satin 
richly woven Damask. Chalice design em- damask. PX PALM LEAVES de- 


broidered banding. Embroidered IHS or sign. Furnished in all church 
AXPO emblem to harmonize. Furnished colors. Gold metal woven angel 
in all Church colors. Roman Vestments design banding. Gold metal cloth 
furnished with St. Andrew style Cross. IHS or AXPO emblem to match. 

Unlined Lined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ...... $43.25 $47.75 Roman Chasuble ...... $67.50 
pe a eer 63.50 73.75 eer 98.25 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 98.50 110.25 Roman Dalmatics ...... 172.50 
Benediction Veil ...... 24.75 30.00 Benediction Veil ...... 42.75 
Penseins Bele: 2 ose swcccce 10.00 Preaching Stole ....... 16.75 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 61.00 68.75 Gothic Chasuble ....... 97.50 
Ree ED noc ccceces 69.75 81.25 ee ee 108.00 
Gothic Dalmatics ...... 108.50 121.25 Gothic Dalmatics ...... 189.75 


(D) No. Y4840. Brocaded Satin (E) No. Y4848. Brocaded damask Gloria 


Damask, Be oo taney a oe design. Furnished in all Church colors. 
pro Ragnar ameltiry Pesci Floral and cross embroidered banding 
of Saitn and Rayon threads. with gold thread outline. Embroidered 
' Embroidered emblem to match emblem to match in IHS or AXPO design. 
in IHS or AXPO design. ieaiace ina 

i ine 
Lined Roman Chasuble ...... $46.25 $55.75 
Roman Chasuble ...... $65.75 Roman Cope ......... 65.00 76.50 
Roman Cope evenness 96.50 Roman Dalmatics ..... 101.75 123.25 
: Roman Dalmatics ...... 154.25 Benedicti Veil 
\y Benediction Veil ...... 41.25 nani >\neoeey “tool lata 25.25 8-32.25 

Preaching Stole ....... 21.75 Preaching Stole ............ 14.25 

Gothic Chasuble ....... 91.50 Gothic Chasuble ...... 63.00 73.75 

Gee COE 4 ov cs seces 106.00 rr 71.50 84.00 

Gothic Dalmatics ...... 171.00 Gothic Dalmatics ..... 112.00 135.50 


VY HANSEN [@23] D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST:, CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telephone FRanklin 2-8750 





Altar Boys \OMPLETE TRIN 


(A) No. B11 Buttonless  Belt-On 
Altar Boy Cassock has hook-and-eye 
collar and belt front to insure ease 
in donning or removing. 


(B) No. B10 Button Front Roma 
Back Altar Boy Casscok has patentgy” 
ivory-hard removable toggel button 
that will not pull off. 


















(C) No. B10 Front View of Button- 
On-Style Altar Boy Cassock. Prices 
for sashes, capes and other accessor- 
ies furnished upon request. 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 


Imp 














































Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks When 
Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin All Wool —*Corree > cludin 
*Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Black 4 4 Length ¢ 
Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11,Ea. No. B12,Ea. No. B10,Ea. Surplic Made 
6 Yrs. 36 in. 5.00 5.00 5.50 10.50 18 in, }on sid 
7 Yrs 38 in. 5.50 5.50 6.00 10.75 18 in. § inches 
8 Yrs 40 in. 6.00 6.00 6.50 11.75 18 in, 
9 Yrs 42 in. 6.50 6.50 7.00 12.25 20 in. § (A) 
10 Yrs 44 in. 7.00 7.00 7.50 12.75 20 in. © broide 
11 Yrs 46 in. 7.50 7.50 8.00 13.00 20 in. FC 
12 Yrs 48 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 13.75 22 in, Gilet Cr 
13 Yrs. 50 in. 8.50 8.50 9.00 14.25 22 in. §(B) 
14 Yrs 52 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 15.25 22 in. broid 
15 Yrs. 54 in. 9.50 9.50 10.00 15.50 24 in, | Droide 
16 Yrs. 56 in. 10.00 10.00 10.50 16.25 24 in. Cross 
17 Yrs. 58 in. 10.50 10.50 11.00 16.50 24 in. (C) 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 17.50 26 in. 
19 Yrs 62 in. 12.50 12.50 13.00 17.75 26 in. | broide 
For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price Cross 
Please specify STLYE e COLOR e SIZE when ordering (D) 
(D) Ne. B100 Altar Boy Surplice (F) No. B65 Cotta. Excellent quality” broide 
Embroidered lace floral design. Extra _ lightweight cotton. Sanforized. Made  desigr 
full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. .$7.95 extra full. (E) | 
(E) No. B62 Rubrical Altar Boy : CG wi 
Surplice. Sanforized. Rubrical band- “oy pon weigh 
ing in all church colors, made extra 22 in. .. . $3.75 in. ...$5.50) per } 
full. Specify color banding desired 24 in. ... 4,25 30 in. ... 6.00 No, 
when ordering. Sizes 18 inch to 24 26 in. ... 4.90 32 im. «.. 7.00) Veiot 
Me sic teean panne kes blemnek $3.95 34 in. - 8.00 lace, 
(G) Hansen Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 24 inches,) No. 
inclusive, at prices listed. For size 26 inch Surplices, add 40 cents to prices weigl 
listed, except Nos. B32, B100 and B110, which are 75 cents additional stiech 
(H) No. B71 Altar Boy Surplice. No. B60 Same as No. BGI but with (E)* 
Fine wearing Marquisette with lace. lace. Sizes 18 to 24 inch...... $2.50) font 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 = te. B60 Alar Bor Surctice. Dusshil (F) 
Sy esa awar as See i medium weight. Oxford cloth. Made lj 
No. B70 Same as No. B71 but with- extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch.$3,25 oo} 
° — i 
= extra full. —_ ~ (J) Ne. B110 Altar Boy Lace Sur- -. 
Pear th he: ‘ plice. Embroidered floral design. o. 
(I) No. B61 Altar Boy Surplice. Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 ---- 
Lightweight cotton with lace. Sanfor- DE oa sary Aa eedhbie 2 alb bid wih ee $6.15 (G) 
= Made extra full. Sizes 18 Ae (K) No. B27 Altar Boy Surplice. linen 
so, Ne i ald all ln . Fine Lawn. Made extra full. Sizes Filet 
2 ¥ ft eee SE608 .... 
No. B37 Same as No. B27 but with No. 
lace. Made extra full. Sizes 18 to 24 | at be 
ME eleva eb oc eauns ween $4.00 | No. 
No. B32 Altar Boy Surplice. Light- | Alb 
weight pure Irish linen. Made extra N 
full. Sizes 18 to 24 inch...... $5.50 onl 


No. 
(H) 
liner 
lace 
sign 


No. 


No. 
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inches including front drop. 


(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, eye- 
let Cross design, per yard..... $ 4.25 
(B) No. F 15 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight - linen, 
Cross design, per yard....... $ 4.85 
(C) No. F 9 Altar Cloth. Em- 
broidered medium weight linen, 
Cross design, per yard........ $ 5.50 
(D) No. F 8 Altar Cloth. Em- 


) broidered medium weight linen, I.H.S. 


design, per yafd...........-. $ 4.75 
(E) No. F 6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 


re re es $ 4.10 
No. F 5* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched without 
ek, OO PONE. cc tensneenens $ 3.75 
No. F 4* Altar Cloth. Medium 


weight linen, without lace or hem- 
stitching, per yard.......... $ 3.50 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on_ back. 

(F) No. F 601 Alb. Light weight 
linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 


ered with I.H.S. design. ..... $ 26.50 
No. F 601 Surplice to match Alb 
te Ne a Mey nny $ 25.50 
(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion 

20.25 


No. F 503 Alb, as above, with lace 
at bottom only............ $ 19.25 


| No. F 503 Lace Surplice to match 


MOY sided. euseldeine wet $ 13.50 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with 
ee ree $ 19.25 


No. F 504 Surplice to match Alb 
5 ir aeeeane See pnaeetanms aie eaeeerse $ 13.50 
(H) No. F 509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross, I.H.S. and Grape de- 


sign at bottom............ $ 32.50 
No. F 509 Surplice to match Alb 
PEGE Gide ec eae Male ea $ 37.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
linen aiii:sn) Ssh ace Se ee 16.95 


Jb Kase of. HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 
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Imported Seiect Quality Pure trish Linen ~~~ 
Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices semenapnetiy Taper 
Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard E 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, in- 
cluding side drops, and finished width including front drop. 


Made to order only and are not returnable. Two inch hem 
on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum width 32 


7, 


(1) No. F 502 Alb. Light weight 
linen, cross design embroidered band- 
ing. Guaranteed fast colors — Red, 
Green, Black, Purple and Yellow. 
Please state color desired... .$ 21.75 


No. F 502 Surplice to match Alb 
neg eke la inten aioe cone epee ee ate $ 17.50 


(J) No. F 925 Surplice. Embroid- 
ered non-wrinkling sheer celanese. 
Ideal for traveling purposes. .$ 15.00 


No. F 850 Surplice. Plain non- 
wrinkling sheer celanese..... $ 8.50 


(K) No. F 900 Surplice. Fine 
quality lace, embroidered with I.H.S. 
and Cross design.......... $ 29.50 


No. F 900 Alb to match Surplice. 


Light weight linen top..... $ 25.75 
(i) F 1 F2* F3** 
BIB oss e's $2.80 $3.00 $ 

Competed. <0 1.20 135 1.75 
Purificator.... 85 35 120 
Ae 1.50 130 06=CsC«dL35 
Finger Towel. . 85 95 1.20 
Stole Collar... A0 AS 65 


F 1 Plain Hem; *F 2 Hemstitched 
**F 3 Hemstitched With Lace 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd..... Si: 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd... 2.50 
No. F4** Heavy weight, yd.... 3.00 
No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd.. 2.50 


* For light weight Albs and Surplices 
** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, 
Priest Albs and Surplices 
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Americas Finest VASSOUK 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 4 


The House of HANSEN is recognized for its outstanding tailoring of Clerical Garmeny 
as well as Prelatial Robes of purple materials in the correct Vatican shade. Every garmen, 
whether a Priest Cassock, Confessional Cloak, Ferraiolone, House Cassock or a Choi 
Cassock is traditionally custom hand-tailored by expert craftsmen, using the finest im 
ported and domestic fabrics available. In selecting The House of HANSEN for you 
Clerical garments, you are assured of complete satisfaction in every detail. 


(C) A Confessional Cloak is ; 
mecessary adjunct to every cleric; 
wardrobe. More distinctive an 
clerical than an overcoat when won 















(A) The simplicity of the straighter 
lines of this Wide Back Roman 
Cassock recommends this established 
Roman style. Also available in 
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2 HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


slightly modified, Semi-Wide Back 
Roman Style. 


(B) A compromise design with 
convenient buttonless Jesuit front. 
Roman _ form-fitting back and 
Buttons on cuffs. Standard 1 inch 
opening in collar. 


No. A977 Basketweave 

A noteworthy value in a medium 
weight all wool cassock, ideal for 
year around wear. A_ fortunate 
purchase of yardage permits the low 
I rae ache. aabeetane $ 59.50* 
Sash $9.00 House Cassock $115.00 
No. A911 Serge 

An all wool Serge fabric especially rec- 
ommended for those who prefer sturdi- 
ness with light weight comfort. This 
garment may be worn the year around 
and will give long service. $65.00 
Sash $9.50 House Cassock $122.00. 
No. A951 Fast Dye Pure Silk 

This lightweight fast dye pure silk 
tailors into a cassock of impeccable 
quality. Wrinkle resisting with little 
bulk, it is ideal for traveling. $82.50* 
Sash $10.00 House Cassock $140.00 


No. A950 Tropictex 

The richness of this wrinkle resisting 
all wool fabric belies the modest 
price. Provides a cassock that drapes 
perfectly and gives long wear. $67.50 * 
Sash $9.50 House Cassock $122.00 


No. A946 Silk-Warp Henrietta $92.50* 
Sash $11.00 House Cassock $165.00 
*Prices shown are for either Roman 
or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock. 
Sample of fabrics and prices upon 
request. 





Telephone 


over a cassock. Tailored in light 
heavy Kersey with velvet collar « 
collar of same material. Full veneti: 
lining. 

(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in th 
Pulpit and at commencement exer. 
cises, banquets and receptions for 
distinguished guests. Purple for 
Bishops and Right Reverend Mon. 
signori; black for Very Reveren 
Monsignori as well as other member 
of the Clergy. 

(E) The Bishop’s Cape is tailore 
of medium weight purple Chamoo 
Piping of gold metal cord. Afford 
comfort during the cooler weathe 
especially when attending ceremonic« 
that require considerable time out 
doors. 

(F) Noteworthy richness is achieve( 
in this full regulation design Hous 
Cassock with cape attached ani 
additional half sleeves. Trimmed 
with red or purple piping anid 
buttons according to rank of Prelate 
(G) The Choir Cassock with train 
is worn by Bishop’s and Right Rev- 
erend Monsignori. Tailored withou 
train for the Very Reverend Monsig- 
nori. Illustrated with Mozetta ané 
Rochet as worn by Bishop’s. 

(H) The Cappa Magna is a large 
mantle with long train, illustrated 
with an Ermine Cape and _ lace 
Rochet. Tailored in either imported 
or domestic fabrics. Cape is available 
in Ermine or Coney fur. 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


FRanklin 2-8750 
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x HOW GOOD is a 
Or your 
té (5 7 "ec 
a varantee ‘ 
ean 
1 won 
light o 
lar or 
“— Montgomery Ward is credited with being the first man to bring a 
4 =@ well-stocked city department store to the remote country-folk. He did 
m & it with a catalog. His idea, then unique, succeeded because he gave, 
if . . . 
i Mon. and lived up to, a guarantee of the quality of the merchandise he offered. 
everen 
ember Since Ward's time the word ‘‘guarantee”’ has been so universally used 
railore and abused that even peddlers of itinerant merchandise can, and habitually 
a do, blithely mouth: ‘We guarantee it!” 
a Isn't it clear, therefore, that a “guarantee” has little significance unless 
ne Ow the guarantor has both the moral and financial responsibility to invest it 
chieved with real meaning? Of what value, for example, is any guarantee if at 
Hous ? 
és oa some later date the guarantor cannot even be found? 
rimmed “ 99 . " 
g an Caveat Emptor” is a policy which we respectfully commend to the 
cae Reverend Clergy and Religious when purchasing fabrics for Vestments 
. and Altar Draperies. If they will insist that their Church Goods Dealers 
flonsig. show them “‘Allen’’ liturgical fabrics, they can be absolutely sure of the 
- 7 validity of the supplier's guarantee . . . because the manufacturer, Allen 
: oe Silk Mills, weavers of the finest damasks and brocades produced any- 
d lace where in the world, stands back of every yard of goods made on its 
lable looms. And of equal significance, should the validity of the Allen 
guarantee ever be put to future test, your dealer will always know where 
to find us. 
it 
Buy [° C / 
" ~ ALLEN SILK ILLS 
Antics 
Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 
VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
DRAPERY FABRICS EMBLEMS 
Te eae 868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 
. t} 
Americ an Sold Exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 
IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 400 CRAIG STREET WEST—MONTREAL 
S Tur HomILetic AND Pastorat Review (Monthly), Vol. L. No. 12 (September, 1950). Copyright 1950, by 


Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the 
Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subscriptions 
to the U. S., $5.00 per Annum. $5.25 in Canada. 



















E WORD WAS MADE FLEMI A a \ OUT OF EGYPT 
Se } wee 


\) DWELT AMONG US. HAVE ICAI 





St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Brooklyn, New York 





Rt. Rev. Msgr. John B. Gorman, Pastor 
Gregory B. Webb, Architect 
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AN ACHIEVEMENT BY EXPERIENCED CRAFTSMEN 


The painted wall decoration in this intimate chapel has as a theme 
Saint Joseph, the Foster Father, Protector of the Holy Family, and 
Patron of a Happy Death. The carved wood sculpture, wrought-iron 
cross and candlesticks, marble, and painted decoration were designed 


and executed by 


RAMBUSCH 40 West 13th Street, New York 11, N.Y. 
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APPOINTMENTS OF DISTINCTION 
FROM OUR STUDIOS 


As specialists in bronze for over 45 years, we present for 
your consideration not only the distinctive new creations 
shown here, but a wide range of artistic metal furnishings 
which meet all rubrical requirements. 


BAPTISMAL OR HOLY WATER RESERVOIR 
—decidedly new, executed in bronze, available 
either for attaching to wall as illustrated below 
—or standing floor model. Expertly designed 
and made with the same care, craftsmanship 
and quality which have distinguished the 
world famous AGNUS DEI TABERNACLE. 








THE AGNUS DEI TABERNACLE meets all 
rubrical requirements. Other exclusive fea- 
tures are ease of operation, capaciousness, 
authentic designs, and beauty of finish. 
Large unobstructed entrance; there are no 
grooves, slots or latches. It is fireproof and 
completely secured by the triple locking 
device. 


SUMMIT STUDIOS 


Designers and Crafismen of Ecclesiastical Metal Ant Work 
Established 1905 — Telephone UNion 3-3611 
112-114 71st STREET (One block from Boulevard East) GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
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HoMILIES ON THE LITURGY 
OF THE SUNDAYS AND FEASTS 


By Thomas A. Foz, C.S.P., 415 West 59th Street, New York City 
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1125 


cighteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 


Catholic Power and Mr. Blanshard 

There is no incompatibility between the Church 
and democracy: her incompatibility is with state 
absolutism. The Church and State are inde- 
pendent entities, each independent in its own 
sphere. The Church does not seek to make the 
State a department of itself, nor will she con- 
sent to be made a department of the State. 
The Church is to-day the only place where a 
man. still enjoys dignity, inalienable rights 
and a sacred value. 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. 1128 
Meekness Makes a Mighty Leader 

Christ stresses meakness and humility as 
qualities of a teacher or leader. The world 
caricatures these qualities. It is through 
lack of these qualities that secular leaders so 
commonly fail us. While affecting meekness, 
modern science is really boastful and pre- 
tentious. The heroic holiness of the Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church is an expression of 
their humility. 


Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost.. 1132 
The Spirit of Deference in a Democracy 


The spirit of deference is characteristic of 


General Index to Volume L, Numbers 7-12 
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great men: Dante, Aquinas, St. Bernard and 
Newman are eramples. The greatest erample 
of deference is furnished by Christ Himself. 
The spirit of deference in Catholics seems to 
irk Mr. Blanshard, although most of the cur- 
rent social evils are caused by a lack of deference. 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 1134 
The Holy Spirit and the Iron Curtain 

The activities of the Holy Spirit cannot be 
hampered by anti-Christian propaganda. All 
error and prejudice vanish at His touch; He 
can enter any man’s mind, “‘the door being 
closed.” His appeal is ever fresh and timely, 
and is attuned to any need. Nothing can ever 
prevent the Holy Spirit from bearing witness 
to Christ. 


Feast of Christ the King........... i 
Will Christ Regain His Throne? 
Christ cannot abdicate His sovereignty over 
the souls of men, and He possesses amp'e 
means to recover it in places where it has been 
lost. Communism will learn to its sorrow 
that it has redoubtable antagonists to its efforts 
to undermine the sovereignty of Christ. 








Your Candle Dollars Go Farther 


When you're buying the 51% and 60% 


ROOT 
ROLLED 
CANDLES 


. ... because due to their exclusive roll 
method of manufacture, Root Rolled Can- 
dies burn up to 15% longer than other 
candles, same size, same beeswax content. 








@ The “‘burning test’’ shows the 
longer burning life built into Root 
51% and 60% candles, compared 
with other candles of same size, same 
beeswax content. 
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San Antonio, Texas 


. . . . because due to their extra structural 
strength, Root Rolled Candles remain 
straight in hot weather. 


. ... because due to their superior refin- 
ing process, Root Rolled Candles burn with 
a white round flame with less smoke. 


Send for a free full size sample. 
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“Now, our beautiful chapel tower 


can be seen... 
and heard.” 


ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, MORAGA, CAL., 
SELECTS 
CARILLONIC BELLS 
FOR OUTSTANDING 
TONE AND PERFORMANCE 


DPD DP? DIP DIP DIPDPP DP} DP 


Chosen after careful com- 
parison with cast bells, 
chimes, and other tower in- 
struments, the bells were 
described by the President 
of the College this way: 


“*.. . the Schulmerich equip- 
ment is the most suitable for 
our purpose. ‘Carillonic Bells’ 
have a beautiful tone and 
serve a variety of musical 
purposes. They can be played 
from the organ inside/ man- 
ually from a separate con- 
sole; or through an automatic 





roll player. ...The reaction 
has been gratifying, and we 
believe we have made a very 
good investment...” 


When you consider bells for 
your church, compare by ear. 
You’ll hear the superiority 
of ‘‘Carillonic Bells’?! They 
can be installed at a fraction 
of the cost of cast bells. At 
any volume they ring with 
perfect clarity, without tonal 
distortion or dissonance. 
Write for details or demon- 
stration to— 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, Inc. 
119 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Is Christ Out of Date? 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


| cccuiaiea writers some- 
times dismiss Christianity with a con- 
descending nod to its glorious past. 
Not only is this true of the literary 
hacks who berate the missionaries for 
putting clothes on the South Sea Is- 
landers; even the sober and judicious 
thinker will sometimes write of the 
anachronism of Christianity. Once 
upon a time, so they say, it was a 
dynamic force that gripped the hearts of 
men with a passionate love for the good 
life, but to-day, alas, it is utterly inade- 
quate to the demands of modern life. 
In the words of William Watson: 


Outwardly splendid as of old— 

Inwardly sparkless, void and cold— 

Her force and fire all spent and 
gone— 

Like the dead moon she still shines 
on. 


If we should ask how it happens that 
this ‘‘sparkless, void and cold”’ institu- 
tion is to-day the only force that can 
stand up against Communism, we are 
told that its power is the power of a 
spiritless ecclesiastical machine compact 
of blind obedience and sheer force of 
numbers. 


THE PERENNIAL APPEAL 
OF CHRIST 


A sermon on the perennial appeal of 
Christ is always in order. | would think 
that such a sermon is especially appro- 
priate for a congregation of first-genera- 


tion Americans. I believe it was Evelyn 
Waugh who spoke of the children of 
Italian and Slavic parents around Chi- 
cago who are anxious to shed the last 
vestige of foreign influence. There is a 
real danger that some young Catholics 
might abandon Catholicism under the 
delusion that it was alright for the old 
people back in Italy or in Poland or in 
Austria, but that in America you must 
believe as the Americans do. 

To begin with, we might ask the 
question: “Is Christ dated?’”' The 
anti-Christians assure us that the religion 
that revivified the effete and lack-lustre 
civilization of Greece and Rome twenty 
centuries ago was really a very primitive 
cult, but to-day our pattern of life is so 
complex that Christianity bears no mes- 
sage for it: that the Industrial Revolu- 
tion, bringing with it the mechanization 
of life, also brought with it the death of 
Christianity. 


HAS MODERN SCIENCE 
SUPPLANTED CHRIST? 


More specifically the complaint runs 
somewhat as follows: Christ is dated 
because we are living in an age of great 
scientific achievement, and not in the 
crude agricultural era of first-century 
Palestine. Since Christ knew nothing 


1 Many ideas in this article have been sug- 
gested by Cyril Alington in his ‘Elementary 
Christianity” (Longmans Green, 1927), Chap- 
ter IT. 
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about “Science,” His ideas are singularly 
inappropriate in an age of great tech- 
nological accomplishment. The bad 
logic of such an argument is patent: it 
rules out all that vast field of human 
knowledge that existed before the days 
of modern Science. But to get back to 
the argument itself, we can say that it is 
very true that Christ never once re- 
ferred to radar and atom-bombs, bazoo- 
kas and jet-planes. But wouldn’t it be 
perfectly silly for Our Lord to talk about 
atomic fission or the jet-principle to an 
audience of farmers and fishermen who 
knew absolutely nothing about Science? 
To such men at such a time, scientific 
teaching would have been useless infor- 
mation. 

But does failure to mention Science 
mean that Christ knew nothing about 
it? Christ did possess a control of the 
physical world that surpasses the skill of 
the cleverest wizards of the laboratory. 
Who has changed water into wine, 
cured instantaneously the blind, the 
deaf, the lepers, and raised men from the 
dead? Perhaps some scientists might 
want to throw out the historical reality 
of these miracles and assert that they 
never happened. Ifso, they would have 
to dedicate themselves to a fruitless task 
that has occupied the time of rationalist 
scholars for half a century. As a 
matter of fact, the majority of scientists 
to-day look rather trustfully on miracles. 
They believe they happen, but that they 
happen because of unknown physical 
causes. 

Suppose that Christ did perform His 
miracles through His _ extraordinary 
knowledge of physical causes. Is it not 
still as great a miracle, even though you 
remove the miracle from the level of 
divine power and place it in the level of 
divine knowledge? Whether He _ per- 
formed the miracle through a power that 
was twenty centuries ahead of Histime or 
through a foreknowledge that wastwenty 
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centuries ahead, the fact still remains 
that the miracle was an extraordinary 
event that violated all the known rules of 
nature at that time. Moreover, Christ 
used these miracles, this marvellous 
control of physical forces, to prove the 
authenticity of His teachings. He ob- 
viously did not consider the mastery of 
the physical world as great an accom- 
plishment as mastery of the truths of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He performed 
His miracles with such self-assurance 
and poise that the ordinary beholder 
would consider the miracles much less 
important than the lessons they proved. 
In fact, the Lord and Master of Science 
held up for approbation that knowledge 
that comes, not from examination by the 
senses, but from the believing mind and 
heart. “Blessed are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed” (John, xix. 
29). 


CHRISTIAN SOLUTION OF 
SOCIAL ECONOMICS 


Again we are told that Christ is dated 
because He knew nothing of the soci- 
ology and economics of our time. His 
knowledge, they say, went far but it 
didn’t go far enough. It rested on a 
social and economic pattern that bears 
no resemblance to the complicated 
design of modern American life. What 
could He know of slum life, of the slavery 
of the assembly-line, of the struggle be- 
tween Capital and Labor, of the long 
hours on the picket-line? 

By way of answer to this, we can say 
that slavery existed in Christ’s time in 
Palestine. He does not speak about it, 
and that very fact shows that He con- 
sidered His message of the Kingdom far 
more important. And it might be noted 
that it was eventually Christianity that 
brought about the end of slavery—at 
least until it was re-inaugurated in 
Siberia by the Russian Communists. 
Christ knew that a man could save his 


IS CHRIST OUT OF DATE? 





soul in any framework, but nevertheless 
His teaching of the essential brotherhood 
of all men eventually broke the chains of 
institutional servitude. 

I suppose there are those also who 
claim that Christ has no message for 
our day because He knew nothing of the 
present status of women. He never 
spoke of woman’s suffrage or equal 
rights, and yet it was Christianity that 
was responsible for raising the status of 
women. Probably it was His own exam- 
ple more than the spirit of His teaching 
that was responsible for the alteration in 
woman’s condition. In Samaria there 
were those that marvelled that He should 
speak with a woman. Indeed, women 
played a large réle in His public life: 
Mary of Magdala, the other Marys, the 
woman taken in adultery, the Chanaanite 
woman, Veronica, Martha. His kind- 
ness and compassion for women stands 
out in sharp contrast to those Phari- 
saical religious who are still with us and 
who regard all women as devils. But in 
the example of His respect for women, 
most conspicuous and most influential 
in raising their status was His reverential 
and affectionate love for His own Blessed 
Mother. This in itself would have been 
enough to teach His followers that all are 
equal in God’s eyes, and that in Christ 


eee 


Jesus there “‘is neither male nor female.” 


CHRISTIANITY AND LABOR 
PROBLEMS 


In all these cases mentioned above, 
the fault is not that Christ was unaware 
of modern problems, but that we have 
not yet understood His solutions to our 
problems. ‘Take, for instance, the mat- 
ter of Labor Relations. Is the solution 
of these troubles a complicated code of 
rules to be set up by the N.L.R.B. based 
on clinical studies of labor-management 
relations in factories? Is the Taft- 
Hartley Act or some revised version 
thereof the answer to all the puzzles of 


strikes and lockouts? No, indeed; no- 
one on either side of the fence believes 
that any ready-made solution is going to 
iron out all the difficulties. But the 
better minds are coming around to a 
conviction that trouble will continue to 
brew until some fine day when employer 
and employee suddenly wake up and 
understand what Christ meant when He 
said: “‘Love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
It is almost humorous to read the 
laboriously reasoned reports of some of 
the experts in Labor Relations. After a 
long study of the problem, they will 
come forth with the astounding conclu- 
sion that the employer must treat his 
employees as human beings possessing 
personal dignity. The following is typi- 
cal. Harry Humphreys, president of 
the American Rubber Company, told 
recently of a meeting he had attended. 
A group of businessmen used to get 
together regularly to discuss problems of 
management, and on this particular 
day they went off on a new tack. Some- 
one said that business needed a new 
philosophy; someone else said that 
everyone to-day needed a new philos- 
ophy. Finally one man produced a 
Bible and scurried through it till he 
found: ‘Do unto others as you would 
have others do unto you.” Mr. Hum- 
phreys said that he thought that prin- 
ciple would solve all the problems exist- 
ing between management on the one 
hand and the employees, stockholders 
and U. S. government on the other. 
Indeed, Pius XI in “Quadragesimo 
Anno” offers many concrete suggestions 
for the relief of labor tension, but he 
admits that the best of regulations will 
come to naught unless there is a spirit 
of friendly brotherliness between em- 
ployer and employee. “And, so, then 
only will true codperation be possible for 
a single common good when the constitu- 
ent parts of society deeply feel them- 
selves members of one great family 
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and children of the same Heavenly 
Father” (Q. A., p. 38, Paulist Press 
pamphlet). Indeed, the lesson of broth- 
erly love is hard to learn, but it is 
definitely not antiquated. We are re- 
minded of Chesterton’s line to the effect 
that Christianity has not been tried and 
found wanting; it has been-found diffi- 
cult and left untried. 

CHRISTIANITY AND BLIND 

NATIONALISM 

The Soviet invasion of Korea and the 
American defensive action may bring up 
once again the old charge that Christ 
has no message for to-day, because He 
knew nothing of the fierce nationalisms 
of our era and the blind patriotisms to 
which they give rise. The proponents 
of this argument say that Christ was < 
pacifist, an idealist who could not cope 
with the monstrous hatred of nation 
for nation as expressed in columns of 60- 
ton tanks spitting death and destruc- 
tion. The presumption is, of course, 
that Christ was unalterably opposed to 
the use of force. 

Now, it is true that He wanted us to 
forgive and forget injuries inflicted upon 
us by the neighbor. But what would 
His attitude be in the case of injury 
inflicted upon an innocent third person? 
Would Christ want us to stand by in an 
attitude of passive indifference? I don’t 
think so—and I don’t think so precisely 
because of His own statements and 
conduct in the New Testament. — 

Christ may not have inflicted physical 
injury on the Pharisees, but He cer- 
tainly lashed into them with words 
packed full of dynamite. If, for in- 
stance, He had seen a Pharisee extract- 
ing money from a poor widow, I have no 
doubt He would have taken the neces- 
sary means to restore it to her, even if 
force was necessary. What did Christ 
mean by saying that those who hunger 
and thirst after justice are blessed? 
Did He mean wishful thinking, or did 
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He mean those who actually do some- 
thing to right the scales of justice? 


CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE ON 
THE USE OF FORCE 


And how about the fact that Christ on 
at least one occasion did use foree—and 
used it with vigor? He drove the 
money-changers out of the Temple with 
a whip of cords. There is ample evi- 
dence in the New Testament to lead us 
to believe that Christ would have 
sanctioned a defensive war in the face 
of an unjust aggressor. He did not go 
into detail in explaining to His Chris- 
tians which weapons might be used and 
which must be disavowed. He said 
very simply: “Thou shalt not kill.” 
The fact that he did not leave detailed 
moral teaching on the use of weapons 
simply shows the need of a Church, a 
living teacher, to make definite what 
He left indefinite. But as to the mor- 
ality of using a weapon of force—well, 
He used a whip of cords. 

Then again Christ is said to be dated 
because of His attitude towards private 
property. The assumption seems to be 
that He was an early Communist who 
looked upon all private property as a 
form of selfishness. As proof of His 
Communist leanings, the anti-Christians 
point to His disparaging remarks about 
money and the rich, and their trump- 
card is the fact that a communal colony 
of Christians existed at Jerusalem in the 
first century. Since it existed there, 
the implication is that He founded it. 

However, the big question is: was 
this colony operating under compulsion, 
or were the members free to refuse to 
pool their resources? There is every 
reason to believe that the arrangement 
at Jerusalem was optional, and that the 
early Christians were not bound to 
contribute their all to the common 
treasury. That is a far cry from com- 
pulsory Communism. 
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COMMUNISM A FAILURE IN 

PRIMITIVE TIMES 

If Christ had considered this com- 
munal arrangement as an essential part 
of His program, then we would expect to 
find the experiment repeated in other 
places. On the contrary, as far as we 
know, there were no other communities 
of Christians who inaugurated a system 
of common treasury. We do know that 
the Jerusalem arrangement was a failure, 
since St. Paul had to organize collections 
to help the Jerusalem community. 
No doubt it was St. Paul himself who 
dissuaded the early Christians from 
repeating the mistake of Jerusalem. 
He was adamant in adhering to all of 
Christ’s teachings, but this project was 
obviously not part of the corpus of 
Christian teaching. 

Finally, there are those who maintain 
that Christ’s moral law has no binding 
force to-day because of changed condi- 
tions. They claim that morality is a 
very relative matter. 
people sanction a certain moral or 
immoral custom, then it becomes law, 
but morality that fails to meet with 
public approval is useless. The general 
drift of this argument is that national 


If the American - 


customs are good if they fit in with the 
temperament of the people. The Amer- 
ican people are reckless and undisciplined 
and lacking in any great regard for law 
or authority. Therefore, the moral code 
of America must allow for a free and 
easy life restricted only by those rules 
that Americans choose to honor. 

The answer to these relativists is that 
Christ’s law is eternal. Morality cannot 
be relative. Human nature is essen- 
tially the same to-day as in the days of 
Christ in Palestine. Read the New 
Testament, especially the Epistles of St. 
Paul, and you will find that all the sins 
that are current to-day were common in 
Christ’s time. Since human nature 
doesn’t change, there is no reason why 
the rules for the proper conduct of 
human life should change. 

In contrast to those shallow thinkers 
who claim that Christ is dated, you will 
find that genuine students of religion see 
Christ as the only universal man. His 
message is still as powerful as it was when 
it was first preached beside the Lake of 
Galilee. As He came not to any one 
tribe or nation, so He came for all ages. 
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to- 
day and forever.” 
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The Vatican Council on the 
Assumption of Our Lady 


By JEROME GASSNER, O.S.B. 


7 A LETTER of January 8, 
1870, Antoninus Monescillo, Bishop of 
Jaen in Spain, submitted to the Vatican 
Council the first petition for the solemn 
definition (‘‘declaretur, vel potius ac- 
clametur’’) of the dogma of the As- 
sumption of Our Lady. On February 
23, 1870, Joseph Benedict Dusmet, 
O.S.B., Archbishop (later Cardinal) of 
Catania, Sicily, and Bishop L. M. Idéo 
of the Lipari Islands, introduced the re- 
quests (postulata) of 195 members of 
the Council! for an “explicit and solemn 
declaration and definition” of the dogma 
of the Assumption. These “Postulata”’ 
are of current interest, since it may be 
expected that the efforts made towards 
the same end at the present time will 
follow the doctrinal basis outlined in the 
documents of the Vatican Council 
(efr. “Collectio Lacensis,” Vol. VII, 
**Acta et Decreta SS. Concilii Vaticani,”’ 
Freiburg im B., Appendix XXV: Varia 
Postulata Reverendissimorum Patrum 
Concilii; No. 11: Postulata pro dogmat- 
ica definitione Assumplionis Corporee 
B. M. V. incezlum, col. 868-872). 
In the present article we describe 
these documents, summarize their con- 





1 Denzinger, ““Enchiridion Symbolorum”’ (ed. 
21-23, 1937) remarks in a footnote to the Bulla 
“Ineffabilis Deus’”’ (DB 1641), that the Council 
urged with the signatures of 204 members the 
dogmatic definition of the Assumption. The 
letter of introduction of the postulates, how- 
ever, speaks merely of “‘fere bis centum.” The 
documents show actually 195 signatures. The 
entire assembly of the Vatican Council num- 
bered at the fourth and last session over 500 
members present. 
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tents, and review the arguments pre- 
sented and their dogmatic value. 


ENUMERATION AND CONTENTS 
OF THE DOCUMENTS 


(1) The first document recorded is 
the letter of introduction of the “Postu- 
lata,” addressed to the “‘Fathers of the 
First Vatican Council pro petitionibus” 
(Congregalio eraminandis Patrum pro 
posilionibus), signed by Archbishop 
Dusmet and Bishop Idéo. The letter 
requests the solemn definition of the 
Assumption with these words: ‘““Beatam 
Mariam anima immaculata et corpore 
virgineo ad dexteram Dei Filii, nostram 


prestantissimam  mediatricem  ad- 
stare.” 
(2) The second document is a sum- 


mary of the theological bases of the 
dogma, entitled: ““Momenta pro dogmat- 
ice definitionis Assumptionis Corporee 
Beatz Marie Virginis in coelum possi- 
bilitate.” 

The object of the dogma is explained 
as a “factum dogmaticum,” not ac- 
cessible to the senses, which cannot be 
testified by human authority. The 
document points out the difference be- 
tween this and other facts like the Can- 
onization of Saints, the presence of St. 
Peter in Rome—facts which are pro- 
nounced with “‘ecclesiastical” certitude, 
whereas the Assumption is to be under- 
stood as a “factum dogmaticum”’ re- 
vealed by God and an object of theo- 
logical faith. It is further mentioned 
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that the bodily Assumption (anti- 
cipated Resurrection) of the Blessed 
Virgin constitutes a privilege different 
from the beatific vision, enjoyed by the 
soul of the Blessed Virgin together with 
the rest of the Saints according to the 
ordinary laws of the order of grace. 

The theological arguments are pre- 
sented in four groups: (a) the very old 
and constant belief of both the Occi- 
dental and Oriental Church, of the 
teaching as well as the learning Church; 
(b) the very numerous testimonies of 
the Fathers of the Church from ancient 
times until the twelfth century who de- 
scribe the Assumption as a revealed truth 
and are of the opinion that this truth is 
indicated in several passages of Holy 
Scripture; (c) the teaching of the 
theologians from the twelfth century 
until our times; (d) very impressive 
arguments “ex ratione theologica,” 
drawn chiefly from the Divine Ma- 
ternity, then from the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, and _ finally 
from the dignity of Mary as Queen of 
the Angels. 

(3) The third document is entitled 
“Momenta pro invocate definitionis 
opportunitate,” and enumerates seven 
reasons. (a) The rationalism of our 
times must be opposed by the propaga- 
tion and extension of the empire of 
faith. (b) The sacriligious denial of 
the Divinity of Christ must be opposed 
by the definition of the dogma of the 
Assumption, which has its basis in the 
Divine Maternity and implies a con- 
fession of the Divinity of Our Lord. 
(c) The propagation of the glory of the 
Assumption will conquer the heresies 
according to the text: ““Cunctas hereses 
sola interemisti in universo mundo.” 
(d) Materialism and indifferentism must 
be opposed by a confession of faith in 
“carnis resurrectionem,” implied in the 
dogma of the Assumption. (e) The 
crown of the glories of Mary requires a 


last gem still missing: the dogma of the 
Assumption. (f) The devotion of the 
faithful deserves the definition, which 
will increase their merit of faith, and 
make true again the axiom: “Lex 
supplicantium sit lex credentium.” (g) 
The definition of the dogma of the As- 
sumption would be a guarantee for an 
early and successful conclusion of the 
Council, which began under the auspices 
of the Immaculate Conception (a dogma 
proclaimed some years before by the 
same Pope Pius IX). 

(4) The rest of the documents con- 
sist of nine letters with the formal 
postulates of 18, 113, 31, 5, 13, 2, 5, 7, 
and | Fathers of the Council. Accord- 
ing to their contents, they can be classi- 
fied into four groups with a total of 61, 
113, 20, and | signatures, respectively. 

(a) Five letters with a total of 61 
signatures refer to the threefold victory 
of the Blessed Virgin: over sin by her 
Immaculate Conception, over concu- 
piscence by her Virginal Maternity, 
over death by her Assumption, and de- 
clare this truth as the perpetual belief 
of both Churches and a_ venerable 
tradition. 

(b) Asingle letter, with a total of 113 
signatures, enumerates a series of argu- 
ments from Scripture, tradition, and 
“ex ratione theologica.” The argu- 
ments from Scripture about the three- 
fold victory are drawn from Rom., 
v-viii, I Cor., xv. 24, 26, 54, 57, Heb., 
ii. 14, 15, in connection with Gen., iii. 
15. Reference is made to the unani- 
mous interpretation of these texts con- 
cerning the Assumption by the Fathers 
of the Church. The arguments from 
tradition are listed as: the unanimous 
consent of the Fathers of the Church; 
the constant, public, and solemn cult; 
the absence of relics of the Blessed 
Virgin; the empty tomb. It is further 
declared that this tradition is not based 
on apocryphal writings condemned by 
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the so-called “Decretum Gelasianum.” 
The arguments “ex ratione theologica”’ 
are based on: the dignity of the Mother 
of God, her perpetual virginity, her 
eminent sanctity, her intimate connec- 
tion and consent with Christ, and the 
affection of the Divine Son for His 
Mother. Finally, reference is made to 
an argument from tradition of capital 
importance: the celebration of the 
feast of the Assumption with the homi- 
lies of St. John Damascene and St. 
Bernard. 

As representatives of patristic tradi- 
tion enumerated in a quotation from the 
“De Canonizatione Sanctorum,” lib. I, 
cap. 42, n. 15, of Pope Benedict XIV, 
the following Fathers of the Church are 
listed: St. Gregory of Tours (d. 594), 
St. Andrew of Jerusalem (d. 720), St. 
Gregory I (d. 604), St. Ildephonsus of 
Toledo (d. 667), St. John Damascene 
(d. 7872), St. Bernard (d. 1153). 

(c) Two letters signed by a total of 
20 Fathers of the Council describe the 
Assumption as an object of faith main- 
tained by the universal Church, testified 
by the highest devotion of the faithful 
and based on the dogma of the Immacu- 
late Conception. 

(d) One single letter, signed by 
Bishop Monescillo of Jain, enumerates 
four reasons: the Immaculate Concep- 
tion of Mary, her perpetual virginity, 
her eminent sanctity, and the celebra- 
tion of the feast of the Assumptien. 

THE ARGUMENTS FROM 

SACRED SCRIPTURE? 

The argumentation from Scripture 
for the Assumption is analogous to the 





2St. John Damascene, Hom. II in dormi- 
tionem B. M. V., ii, 18 (PG, XCVI, 748): 
“Etsi que in sancte deipare Marie morte 
contigerunt, in sanclis ac divinitus inspiralis 
scripturis non referuntur, tamen ex antiqua et 
verissima traditione acceptimus.” St. Thomas 
(Summa Theol., II, Q. xxvii, art. 1, c) says with 
reference to a sermon attributed to St. Augus- 
tine: “Augustinus rationabiliter argumentatur, 
quod cum corpore sit assumpta in ccelum 
(quod tamen Scriptura non tradil).” 
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argumentation for the Immaculate Con- 
ception. In Gen., iii. 15 (“I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, 
and thy seed and her seed: she shall 
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in 
wait for her heel’’), the Blessed Virgin 
is associated with her Divine Son in His 
victory; according to Rom., v—viii, | 
Cor., xv. 24, 26, 54, 57, this victory is 
a threefold one: over sin and over the 
consequences of sin, concupiscence and 
death. 

This argument is explicitly presented 
in the single postulate with 113 signa- 
tures; it is also alluded to in the “‘Mo- 
menta pro dogmatic definitionis possi- 
bilitate,”’ and implied in five letters with 
a total of 61 signatures referring sum- 
marily to the threefold victory. 

In all these arguments the wording 
cautions against an exaggeration of the 
value of the testimonies from Scripture 
alone. In all postulates the argument 
from Scripture is coupled with the 
testimony from tradition. So, in the 
“Momenta”’ reference is first of all made 
to the “most numerous testimonies of 
the Fathers who see this truth indicated 
in some passages of Scripture” (“in 
nonullis Sanctarum Scripturarum orac- 
ulis etiam insinuari autumnant’’). 
The postulate, which refers explicitly 
to Gen., iii. 15, and the related texts of 
the New Testament, adds that “‘ac- 
cedente unanimi Sanctorum Patrum 
suffragio” one may not doubt that in 
these passages the threefold victory of 
the Blessed Mother is foretold. 

As in the arguments for the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception, the scrip- 
tural texts alone, without their inter- 
pretation by tradition, would not furnish 
the complete meaning of the dogma with 
all required certitude, so likewise for the 
dogma of the Assumption. Once the 
distinct and certain knowledge of the 
fact by tradition is conceded, it can be 
demonstrated that this truth is im- 
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plicitly contained in Scripture (cfr. L. 
Lercher, S.J., “Institutiones Dogmat- 
ice,” Innsbruck, 1925, Vol. III, p. 
338). 


ARGUMENTS FROM TRADITION 


All arguments of the various postu- 
lates derive their demonstrative force 
from tradition. The “Momenta” de- 
clare emphatically: “‘Very ancient and 
constant is the belief—of both the Occi- 
dental and Oriental Church, of the 
teaching as well as the learning 
Church—in the bodily Assumption of 
the Mother of God. . . . This most 
strong faith of the Church must have 
without doubt its origin in divine- 
apostolic tradition.” And again: “It 
is a truth to be defined as ‘de fide,’ be- 
cause it is contained in the divine- 
apostolic tradition.” 

Five postulates with a total of 61 
signatures refer to the threefold victory 
of the Blessed Virgin with the words: 
“According to the perpetual belief of 
both Churches and according to the 
venerable tradition. ...” 

The single postulate with 113 signa- 
tures refers to the “ancient tradition of 
both Churches evident from the unan- 
imous consent of the Fathers and the 
constant, public and solemn cult,” con- 
firmed by the absence of relics of the 
Blessed Virgin and by the empty tomb. 
This tradition does not have its basis in 
the apocryphal books, but is a tradition 
of Apostolic origin. 

Two letters signed by a total of 20 
Fathers present the dogma as a truth 
“which the universal Church has main- 
tained at all times, which the faithful 
have venerated with the highest devo- 
tion.” 

Now, this tradition could have its 
origin in “virtual” revelation in the fol- 
lowing way: in the course of the 
growing cult of the Blessed Virgin the 
question arose what to think about the 


fate of the virginal body of Mary. The 
Apostles, or their disciples, saw the As- 
sumption so closely connected with the 
rest of the prerogatives of the Blessed 
Mother that they did not hesitate to 
propose the Assumption to the faithful 
as a conclusion deduced from revealed 
premises. This way of development 
seems to be implied in the expression of 
one postulate: “. . . hoc privilegium, 
quod in systemate Mariano conspicua 
pars est, quodque tantopere cum aliis 
doctrinis revelatis cohzret, Apostolos. . . 
latere non potuisse.”” The ““Momenta,” 
however, speaking with emphasis of a 
““tradilio divino-apostolica,” understand 
the basis of this apostolic tradition ob- 
viously as “formal” revelation. The 
firmness, constancy, and universality of 
this tradition is adequately explained 
only by formal revelation. Virtual 
revelation could hardly result in such a 
firm, constant, and universal tradition. 

In both texts which declare the tradi- 
tion as of apostolic origin, reference is 
made in particular to St. John the 
Apostle. The ‘““Momenta” speak of the 
possibility of such a revelation to St. 
John, since he died after the dormition 
of the Blessed Virgin. The single 
postulate with 113 signatures says that 
“this privilege . . . could not remain 
unknown to the Apostles, and to John 
himself.” 

St. John, who was privileged with the 
great vision of the Apocalypse (Apoc., 
xii. 1 “and a great sign appeared in 
heaven: A woman clothed with the 
sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
on her head a crown of twelve stars’’), 
is in the opinion of the Fathers of the 
Vatican Council most likely the one to 
whom the dogma of the Assumption of 
Our Lady was revealed. 

THE FEAST OF 

THE ASSUMPTION 

Of capital importance in the argu- 
ment from tradition is the testimony 
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of the Liturgy. The postulate with 113 
signatures refers to the feast of the As- 
sumption in the following passage: 
“It is an ancient tradition of both 
Churches, clearly demonstrated in the 
unanimous consent of the Fathers, and 
the constant, public, and solemn cult.” 
In the same paragraph, in connection 
with the words of St. Bernard (Ep. 174: 
“T received from the Church that this 
day is to be celebrated with highest 
veneration, because it gave to the 
heavens a most glorious feast of joy’’), 
Benedict XIV is cited with the state- 
ment that it is of capital importance 
(capul est) that the Church with her 
authority and affirmation not only 
celebrates the Assumption, but has 
also ordained that the homilies of St. 
John Damascene and of St. Bernard, 
who are so explicit on the bodily As- 
sumption of Our Lady, be read in the 
Divine Office. 

The postulate of Bishop Monescillo 
calls the feast of the Assumption 
“quedam professio fidei populi 
christiani,” so that the acclamation by 
the Council would not mean so much an 
increase of the devotion of the faithful, 
but rather a great and most tender con- 
solation for the disturbed universe. 

The feast of the Assumption is prob- 
ably the most ancient of all feasts 
of Mary. It was celebrated before the 
Councils of Ephesus (431) and of 
Chalcedon (451), since it is‘a common 
feast of the Catholic Church with the 
Nestorians and Monophysites. It is a 
feast celebrated with high solemnity 
by the very ancient national Churches 
of the Armenians and Ethiopians. Its 
introduction in Rome was probably in 
connection with the dedication of the 
Basilica of Mary Major by Pope Liberius 
(352-366), and received a new impulse 
at the time of Pope Sixtus III (432- 
440), who was the ardent admirer of the 
glory of the Theotokos, and reconstruc- 
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ted the basilica as a memorial of the 
Council of Ephesus. At the time of 
St. Gregory I (590-604), the day of the 
celebration was fixed on August 15 by 
Emperor Mauritius (582-602). Pope 
Sergius (687-701), himself a Syrian, 
ordained a solemn procession, and sur- 
rounded the feast with all Oriental 
splendor. 

SOLEMN LITURGICAL PROCESSION 

IN MEDIEVAL TIMES 

The order of the solemn procession, 
which in the course of time became one 
of the most characteristic liturgical 
events of medieval Rome, was this: 
Early in the morning, the faithful, 
carrying lighted candles, singing a 
litany, went in procession to the Church 
of St. Adrian, where they awaited the 
coming of the Pontiff. Arriving on 
horseback from the Lateran palace, 
the Pope and his seven deacons put on 
the vestments, and the procession set 
off. First walked seven crossbearers 
with their crosses. Then, at short 
intervals, eighteen deacons carrying as 
many icons of the Blessed Virgin. 
The people followed, praying aloud. 
Then came the clergy attached to the 
palace, with the Pope escorted by two 
acolytes, carrying lighted torches. A 
subdeacon came next swinging a thuri- 
ble with incense, then two more cross- 
bearers, one behind the other and each 
bearing a precious stational cross. The 
procession was concluded by the schola 
cantorum, who sang alternately with 
the clergy the antiphons and litany. 
The procession reached Mary Major at 
break of dawn. The Pope with his 
deacons withdrew to prepare for the 
celebration of Mass. Meanwhile the 
clergy together with the faithful lay 
prostrate in the basilica as on Holy 
Saturday for the singing of the Litany 
of the Saints, now sung the third time, 
and as a “‘litania ternaria” (i.e., each 
invocation was sung three times). 
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An important feature of the nocturnal 
procession with lighted candles and 
torches was an ancient image of the 
Saviour, rescued from the fury of the 
Iconoclasts at Constantinople. In a 
hymn of the early eleventh century is 
given a description of this colorful 
festival (“Incipit Carmen in Assump- 
tione Sancte Marie. In nocte, quando 
tabula portatur,” Monte Cassino cod. 
151, folio 318; cfr. I. Schuster, “The 
Sacramentary,” London, 1930, Vol. V, 
pp. 32 sq.). 

The most ancient Roman liturgical 
documents are the Collects of the feast 
in the Gelasian and Gregorian Sacra- 
mentaries. The Secret of the Gelasian 
Sacramentary states clearly the object 
of the feast: ‘“‘Receive, O Lord, the 
oblation which we offer to Thee on the 
second solemnity (the first was probably 
the feast of the Dormition celebrated on 
August 5) of the Blessed Mary, for it 
redounds to the praise of Thy glory 
that so noble a virgin should be assumed 
into heaven (quod falis assumpta esl). 
Through Our Lord, etc.” The Gre- 
gorian Sacramentary has this Oration: 
“Truly venerable to us, O Lord, is this 
solemnity in which the holy Mother of 
God endured temporal death, but re- 
mained free from its fetters, having given 
birth to the Incarnate Lord Thy Son, 
who with Thee, etc.” 


THE ARGUMENTS “EX 
RATIONE THEOLOGICA” 


Manifold are the arguments “ex 
ratione theologica,” drawn from the re- 
lation and connection of the Assumption 
with the rest of the prerogatives of the 
Blessed Virgin: from the connection 
with the Divine Maternity; with the 
Immaculate Conception; with the per- 
petual virginity; with Mary’s eminent 
sanctity; with the unity of flesh and the 
union of affection between the Blessed 
Mother and her Divine Son; with the 


affection of Christ towards His Mother; 
finally from the idea of Mary as Queen of 
the Angels. 

The first place in these arguments is 
given to those from the Divine Ma- 
ternity and from the Immaculate Con- 
ception, according to the documents of 
the Council. In the “Momenta”’ the 
arguments drawn from the Divine Ma- 
ternity are called “gravissima theologica 
momenta, quenempe a Divina potissi- 
mum Maternitate desumuntur.” Since 
the Divine Maternity is the first motive 
for all privileges of the Blessed Virgin, 
it is consequently also the first basis for 
the prerogative of her bodily Assump- 
tion. In the same passage of the 
“Momenta” the Immaculate Concep- 
tion is mentioned in the second place: 
“Immaculata Conceptio huc etiam po- 
tissimum spectat.”” Further, two postu- 
lates (one with 13 and a second with 7 
signatures) refer likewise to the Immacu- 
late Conception as a theological rea- 
son for the Assumption. Just as the 
Blessed Virgin in entering life was pre- 
served from every corruption of sin, so 
in leaving this world she was preserved 
from every corruption of the body, be- 
cause of reverence for her virginal flesh: 
“Sicut a Deo custodita fuit a corruptione 
peccati in ipso suo primo introitu ad 
vitam, sic et in felici suo exitu, ob 
reverentiam virginee carnis, ex qua 
carnem sumpsit, a corruptione corporis 
servatam immunem.” Bishop Mones- 
cillo in his postulate states simply: 
“Dogma fidei est Immaculata Con- 
ceptio B. M. V.; dogma fidei oportet 
esse eiusdem B. M. V. Assumptio.” 
These statements indicate that the 
Immaculate Conception is to be con- 
sidered as the proximate motive, the 
immediate reason, for the Assumption. 

In conclusion, we may come back to 
the very charming argument from the 
dignity of the Queen of the Angels. 
It does not seem to be fitting that the 
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Blessed Virgin should have to await the 
integral vision of God until after the 
last judgment, while the angels already 
enjoy perfectly the Divine Vision “‘in 
propria natura perfecta.””. The dignity 
of the Queen of Angels demands rather 
that the Blessed Virgin should likewise 
enjoy the Divine Vision integrally, 
perfectly, “‘in propria natura perfecta.” 

All postulates with the letter of intro- 
duction by the saintly Cardinal Dusmet 
express the hope and confidence that the 
proclamation of the dogma of the As- 
sumption would guarantee an early and 
happy conclusion of the Vatican Council, 
opened under the auspices of the Im- 
maculate Conception. It did not happen 
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so. The House of Savoy with the 
Piedmontese occupied Rome, and the 
Vatican Council had to be adjourned 
with the Apostolic letter of October 20, 
1870: “The sacrilegious invasion of 
Rome by which the rights of sovereignty 
of the Apostolic See were violated with 
incredible perfidy and brutality 

the hostile domination and power” 
forced Pope Pius IX to the proclama- 
tion: “Vaticanum Concilium 

motu proprio eiusdem cecumenici Con- 
cilii celebrationem usque ad aliud op- 
portunius et commodius tempus per 
hance Sanctam Sedem_ declarandam, 
Apostolica auctoritate tenore presen 
tium suspendimus... .”’ 








A New Saint Margaret Mary 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 


QO, DECEMBER 29, 1923, Sister 
Josefa Menendez, then 33 years of age, 
died as a Lay Sister in the Sacred Heart 
Convent in Poitiers, France. She was 
born in Madrid, and from the time of her 
first Communion in 1902 she had aspira- 
tions to enter the Religious life. The 
death of her father in 1907 prevented 
that, however; and from then on until 
1920 she supported her mother and 
looked after the younger members of 
the family. She was a skilled dress- 
maker, and thought that she would be 
able to enter religion after she had 
trained her sister to earn the kind of 
livelihood at which she was so adept. 
But the sister thoughtlessly entered the 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart in Madrid, 
and thus kept the older sister from carry- 
ing out her ambition until 1920. 

She left Madrid in 1920 to become a 
Lay Sister in the Society of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus on February 4. Within 
less than four short years she had gone 
through a perfect preparation to become 
a victim of souls. She underwent every 
form of natural and preternatural morti- 
fication to cleanse her soul of any and all 
forms of self-seeking; and few of the 
already canonized Saints had the ex- 
periences that she had almost from the 
very beginning of her Religious life, 
ending only a few days before her death 
on December 29, 1923. The full story 
of this life has only recently been 
brought out in English by the Newman 
Press, under the title: “The Way of 
Divine Love: or The Message of the 
Sacred Heart to the World and a Short 
Biography of His Messenger, Sister 


Josefa Menendez, Coadjutrix Sister of 
the Society of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 1890-1923, Another Apostle 
through Private Revelation.” 


GENERAL SCOPE OF THE 
BIOGRAPHY 


This work of 499 pages, not counting 
an Introduction of some 15 pages and 
the Appendix of nine pages, contains the 
entire story that will, in all probability, 
lead to a widespread Apostolate of 
Preparation in the Church. 

The first book in six chapters tells the 
story of the Messenger of the Sacred 
Heart under the captions: I. The 
Heavenly Choice; II. Les Feuillants; 
III. Taught by the Heart of Jesus; 
IV. Love’s Ventures; V. Searching 
Trials; VI. The Triumph of Love. 
Book II deals with the message of love 
in three chapters: VII. The Message is 
Inaugurated; VIII. The Lent of 1923; 
IX. Marmoutier. Book III continues 
the message of love in four chapters: 
X. An Appeal to the Whole World; 
XI. The Shadow of the Cross; XIII. 
Rome; XIII. In Finem Dilexit! 

Before going further, it may be well 
to remark that Father H. Monier Vin- 
ard, S.J., in the Introduction points out 
that the revelations made to St. Mar- 
garet Mary in 1675 were the occasion 
of the now well-known devotion to the 
human-divine love of the Saviour under 
the symbolism of the Sacred Heart. 
Yet, this devotion was not approved of 
by the Church in a feast day until 1775; 
nor was the Mass of the Sacred Heart 
extended to the universal Church until 
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the fifties of the last century by Pope 
Pius IX. Several centuries previous the 
Saviour had charged St. Juliana of 
Montcornillon to have revived the pre- 
vious great devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament through bringing about the 
institution of the Feast of Corpus 
Christi with its public processions of the 
Zucharistic Christ. 

SPECIAL ROLE OF THE 

MYSTICS 


This same priest points out well that 
in the Old Testament God raised up 
prophets, in some cases; in other in- 
stances, great leaders to revive and 
clarify the promises of a coming Saviour. 
So, to the Church of God throughout the 
centuries God has not given any new 
doctrines of faith or morals, but He has 
emphasized one or the other doctrine of 
the Church through chosen souls. Let 
us remark at this point that, almost from 
the beginning of these divine visitations 
on the part of the Saviour or of Our 
Lady, Josefa was told to mention these 
messages to either the Assistant Supe- 
rioress or the Superioress—the latter is 
now Mother General of the Society of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

The messages, written down immedi- 
ately, sometimes while the Saviour 


Himself was yet speaking, were then, 


given to the Superioress or to the As- 
sistant Superioress. It is inteTesting to 
note also that, although Josefa died in the 
end of 1923, the first work dealing with 
the messages did not appear until 1938, 
and then in a condensed form. Five 
years afterwards the complete biography 
and full revelations were published and 
both volumes circulated in all parts of 
the world almost immediately. The 
English edition, however, did not appear 
until this year. 

As early as 1926, after making a care- 
ful examination of the writings of Sister 
Josefa, a Consultor of the Sacred Con- 
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gregation of Rites thus ended his report: 
“T pray God that these things may be- 
come known for the glory of God, and to 
strengthen the faith of diffident and 
timid souls, and also that the holy. 
Religious of the Sacred Heart who 
wrote them may be glorified.” 

A person who has not read either of 
the above volumes will in no way suffer 
from any literary deficiency; but many 
of the present age will learn much by 
reading something of the possibilities 
and the facts concerning preternatural 
and supernatural phenomena through 
this volume. 


VARIOUS STAGES IN JOSEFA’S 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 


Perhaps the best idea of what is con- 
tained in this volume is found in five 
pages of explanation preceding the 
chapters of Book II. These pages 
are put before the Second and the Third 
Books, and begin with the chronological 
account of the various stages of spiritual 
growth and development which Josefa 
went through from August 8, 1922, until 
her death on December 29, 1923. 
These five pages are to this effect: 


“As soon as Josefa had made her 
vows it became clear that God had 
chosen her with a view to a great plan 
of love. All the grace of her vocation, 
developed in her soul by divine love, 
had prepared her for this work. 

“As Spouse of the Heart of Jesus, 
she must be for Him a living response 
of love . . . and He had revealed to 
her the secret of the love that He 
looks for from His Society: “the most 
tender and most generous love.’ 

“As Spouse of His Heart, she must 
penetrate into its world, fathom its 
depths and unite herself with His 
sorrow at the blindness and loss of 
souls.... He had taught her that a 
life surrendered and united to Him 
in reparation had redemptive power. 

“As Spouse of His Heart, chosen by 
this God and Saviour to be an instru- 
ment of His love and mercy for souls 








A NEW SAINT MARGARET MARY 








—_—— 


whom He loves so tenderly, she must 
share His intense longing for them... 
and He had shared with her the burn- 
ing zeal of His Heart, by showing her 
the whole world as the object of their 
mutual love. 

“During the years of her religious 
formation, therefore, she had pene- 
trated deeply into the grace of the 
special vocation by which every Re- 
ligious of the Sacred Heart is called to 
live as Spouse, Victim, and Apostle. 

“Jesus Christ had emphasized, in 
all His guidance of her, every point of 
the Rule, and had also from the begin- 
ning of her religious life made clear 
to her His idea of this Society 
‘founded on love,’ as He said one day, 
‘and whose life and end is love’ (June 
12, 1923). 

“But this was still only the prep- 
aration for a greater plan. 

“He had spoken to Josefa many 
times of these plans. In spite of her 
fear and resistance, He had led her 
powerfully though very gently to- 
wards unconditional surrender of her- 
self to her mission, which He gradually 
explained. On the day of her Vows, 
after reaffirming all His rights over 
her, did He not say these suggestive 
words: ‘And now, I shall begin my 
work’ (July 16, 1922)? 


THE GREATEST WORK OF 
CHRIST’S LOVE 


“This work, which He Himself 
called the greatest of His love, was to 
become clear and be accomplished 
during the eighteen months that 
would complete Josefa’s short life on 
earth. 

“But He who was guiding her and 
was at work within her kept her ever 
conscious that she was a weak and 
worthless instrument such as God 
always prefers. This is why Our 
Lord allowed her to experience her 
weakness in the daily fight in which 
she would be faithful to the end: 
temptation, the devil, hell itself would 
ever be the greatest of her sufferings. 
These God put in the balance against 
her graces, so that Josefa became 
rooted in the consciousness of her own 
lowliness and nothingness. These 
God used as a goad which gave her 


no moment of rest in view of the sins 
of the world, souls to be saved, and 
the fire that was consuming the 
Heart of her Master. 

“Before going on to the last and 
most important state of Josefa’s 
life, ought we not to pause for a 
moment to look at the past and the 
future? ... The design of this work 
of love then becomes clearer in a 
twofold plan which seems to sum- 
marize it, and at the same time allow 
us to ‘admire all its details,’ as Our 
Lord said. 

“What at once stands out in Our 
Lord’s teaching, as in His action on 
Josefa, is its doctrinal character 
which sets in relief the guiding prin- 
ciples of our faith. He seems to have 
wished to remind souls of these prin- 
ciples by a divine object lesson. 

“The Sovereign Dominion of the 
Creator over His Creature and 
what this implies of dependence on 
the Divine Will to surrender to His 
guidance appears in the first place as 
the solid foundation of true love. ‘Do 
not forget,’ Our Lord said to Josefa, 
‘that I have all rights over you.’ 
(August 26, 1922). ‘Let Me do what 
I like with you.’ And these words: 
‘Let Me work... Let Me act... Let 
Me dispose of you . . . Leave Me free 
in you .. .,’ constantly recur, insist- 
ing on the completeness of His rights. 

“At the same time the whole his- 
tory of Josefa is indeed that of Divine 
Providence which makes no mistakes 
in its ways. ‘As you are very small,’ 
Our Lord said to her one day, ‘you 
must let yourself be controlled and 
guided by My fatherly hand which is 
powerful and infinitely strong’ (May 
26, 1923). ‘I will mould you as is 
best for My glory and for souls’ 
(August 7, 1922). ‘Do not fear, for 
I am looking after you with jealous 
care, such care as the tenderest of 
mothers takes of her little child’ 
(May 3, 1923). Magnificent defi- 
nition of divine fidelity, which can 
say to us at the turning-point of life, 
as He said to Josefa: ‘I never fail 
My word.’ 

“We are constantly reminded of 
the presence of Grace giving life to 
the soul, the foundation of its incor- 
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poration with Christ. ‘I am in 
her,’ He said. ‘I live in her; I delight 
in making but one thing with her’ 
(December 5, 1923). But in return 
He asks her never to leave Him alone 
. .. to consult Him about everything 
... to ask Him for everything . . . to 
clothe herself with Him and disappear 
beneath His life: “The more you dis- 
appear, the more shall I be your life’ 
(June 5, 1923). Is not this a com- 
mentary on the words of Saint Paul: 
‘I live, now not I[ but Christ liveth in 
me. 


VALUE OF LIFE-GIVING 
UNION WITH CHRIST 


“Then light is thrown on the value 
of this life-giving union with Him, 
transforming the least activities by 
gilding them with the supernatural. 
More than once in a tangible way 
Our Lord showed Josefa what love 
can make of the most insignificant 
actions when they are united to Him. 
So, He wished to revive in souls the 
joy of believing in the wealth at our 
disposal. ‘How many souls would re- 
gain courage,’ He said, ‘if they real- 
ized the results of their efforts’ (Aug- 
ust 7, 1922). ‘And how great is the 
value of a day of divine life’ (Decem- 
ber 2, 1922). 

“Here we reach the dogma which 
seems central in this wonderful teach- 
ing, participation in the _ infinite 
merits of Jesus Christ. Our Lord 
constantly reminds Josefa of this 
power over the treasures of His re- 
demption given to the baptized soul. 
If He asks her to complete in herself 
what is wanting in His passion, to re- 
pair for the world and to satisfy the 
Father’s justice, it is always with 
Him, through Him, in Him. ‘My 
Heart is yours, take it and repair 
with it’ (October 15, 1923). Then 
He makes those offerings all-powerful 
over the Heart of the Father, which 
Josefa heard and passed on to us: 
‘Good Father, Holy Father, Merciful 
Father! Accept the Blood of Your 
Son... His Wounds. . . His Heart! 
Look upon His Head pierced with 
thorns . . . do not allow His Blood to 
be once more useless’ (September 26, 
1922). ‘Do not forget that the time 
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for justice has not yet come, but 
that now is the hour of mercy’ 
(February 11, 1922). 

“Lastly, the great reality of the 
Communion of Saints runs through 
the warp and weft of Josefa’s voca- 
tion and forms the background of the 
picture of her life. Our Blessed 
Lady, Mediatrix of all Grace and 
Mother of Mercy, has her special 
place in the centre of this wonderful 
exchange of graces and merits, be- 
tween the Saints in heaven, the souls 
in purgatory and the church militant 
on earth .... Only hell is excluded. 
Josefa, a tiny member of the Mystical 
Body of Christ, learns from Him the 
repercussions in the world of souls of 
fidelity, sacrifice, suffering, and 
prayer. 


DIRECT MESSAGE GIVEN TO 
JOSEFA 


“But beyond these doctrinal les- 
sons which seem already very valu- 
able, the Direct Message which the 
Heart of Jesus will entrust to her to 
pass on to the world is an appeal of 
Love and Mercy. One day she said 
to her Master: ‘Lord, I do not un- 
derstand what this work is that You 
are always telling me about.’ ‘You 
do not know what My work is?’ He 
answered. ‘Itislove.... I want to 
use you to reveal more than ever be- 
fore the mercy and love of My Heart. 
The words or desires that I give to 
the world through you will rouse zeal 
in many souls and will prevent the 
loss of many others, and they will 
gain an ever-fuller realization that 
the mercy of My Heart is inexhausti- 
ble’ (November 22, 1922). 

***From time to time,’ He said on 
another occasion, ‘I long to make a 
new appeal of love . . .” (August 29, 
1922). ‘True, I have no need of 
you... but let Me ask you for love 
and let Me show Myself once more to 
souls through you’ (December 15, 
1922). 

“This great plan of love was, in- 
deed, entrusted to Josefa by means of 
heavenly conversations carried on 
with her from time to time during the 
last months of her life. Jesus would 
choose the day and the time to meet 
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her in the little cell where so often 
already He had shown her His Heart 
or brought her His Cross. She could 
not foresee His calls. Now He 
wanted her to be ready to write at 
His dictation on several consecutive 
days; now He would give her no 
more of His messages for some weeks. 
Sometimes He would dictate only a 
few lines hastily, and at others He 
would keep her a long while on her 
knees gathering from His sacred lips 
the secrets of His Heart. 

“The book, Un Appel é l Amour 
(Sceur Josefa Menendez, Religeuse 
co-adjutrice de la Société du Sacré- 
Coeur de Jesus, 1890-1923), has al- 
ready given these words grouped in 
such a way that their meaning is 
brought out. In the present book the 
natural framework of the day-to-day 
writing will make the words them- 
selves stand out more clearly. But it 
seems good to preface them with a 
broad preliminary synthesis so that 
souls may more easily grasp the 
meaning of this new manifestation of 
the Heart of Jesus. 

“He wants to reign in souls by 
giving them a more secure knowledge 
of His goodness, His love, and His 
mercy. This is the testimony that 
He came on earth to give to His 
Father: Deus Caritas est, and this is 
what He wants His followers to know 
and say of Him. 

“He wants by this new outpouring 
of His love to gain not only their love 
in return for His own but the trust 
that He values still more because it 
proves the tenderness of their af- 
fection and is the source of the most 
generous love. 

“He wants to attract and revivify 
souls by faith in the merciful kindness 
of His Heart which is so little under- 
stood, and believed in still less. 

“He wants chosen souls to have 
their sense of security in His love 
strengthened by deeper experimental 
knowledge of His Heart, and He ex- 
pects them to spread the knowledge 
thus acquired to those who know Him 
but little or not at all. 

“He wants His appeal to waken 
slumbering souls . . . to raise the 
fallen . . . to appease the cravings of 


the hungry .. . and that everywhere, 
even to the ends of the earth... . . 
And He expresses this desire so 
positively that one cannot remain in- 
sensible to this burning appeal of His 
love. 

‘““At the same time He stresses the 
fact that in the order of God’s Provi- 
dence His plans depend, in part, on 
the free co-operation of men, a co- 
operation which He asks of all who 
have understood the meaning of His 
plans, the eagerness of His expecta- 
tions and the significance of the re- 
demptive means He employs. ‘When 
souls know My wishes,’ He said, 
‘they will spare nothing, neither 
trouble, nor effort, nor suffering’ 
(December 5, 1923).” ; 


This is exactly how Josefa had under- 
stood the divine hunger and thirst which 
were to consume her life in a very few 
months. 


VISIONS OF HELL AND 
PURGATORY 


In an Appendix of some nine pages 
several excerpts of Josefa in viewing 
the sufferings of those in hell as well as 
the unexpiated punishment of some souls 
in purgatory are given. These few 
excerpts are indicative of what is written 
in the Appendix; yet, we must remember 
that in the text itself many more detailed 
accounts are given of the actualities of 
hell as viewed by Josef: 


‘Another of these unfortunates 
said: ‘The greatest of our torments 
here is that we are not able to love 
Him whom we are bound to hate. 
Oh! how we hunger for love, we are 
consumed with desire of it, but it is 
too late... . You too will feel this 
same devouring hunger, but you will 
only be able to hate, to abhor, and to 
long for the loss of souls . . . nothing 
else do we care for now!’ (March 26, 
1922).” 


The following passage was written 
by obedience, though it was extremely 
repugnant to Josefa’s humility: 
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“Every day now, when I am dragged 
down to hell and the devil orders 
them to torture me, they answer: 
‘We cannot, for her members have 
undergone torture for HIM .. .’ 
(then they blasphemously name Our 
Blessed Lord). ... Then he orders 
them to give me a draught of sul- 
phur . . . and again the reply is: 
‘She has voluntarily deprived her- 
self of drink....’ “Try to find some 
part of her body to which she has 
given satisfaction and pleasure.’ 

“Today, I saw a vast number of 
people fall into the fiery pit . . . they 
seemed to be worldlings and a demon 
cried vociferously: “The world is ripe 
for me. ... I know that the very 
best way to get hold of souls is to 
rouse their desire for enjoyment. .. . 
put me first . .. me before the rest . . . 
no humility for me! but let me enjoy 
myself. ... This sort of thing as- 
sures victory to me .. . and they 
tumble headlong into hell’ (October 
4, 1922). j 

“.. Thave been a year and three 
months in purgatory, and were it not 
for your little acts I should have re- 
mained there long years. A woman 
of the world has less responsibility 
than a Religious, for how great are the 
graces the latter receives, and what 
liabilities she incurs if she does not 
profit by them! ... How little nuns 
suspect the way their faults are ex- 
piated here a tongue horribly 
tortured expiates faults against si- 
lence ... a dried-up throat, those 
against charity ... and the constraints 
of this prison, the repugnance in 
obeyiny...! Inmy Order, pleasures 
were few and comforts stil fewer, 
but one can always manage to secure 
some ... and the smallest immortifica- 
tions have to be expiated here. To 
restrain one’s eyes, to refuse oneself 
the gratification of a little curiosity 
may at times cost a big effort . . 
and here . . . the eyes are tormented 
by the impossibility of seeing God 
(April 10, 1922). 

“Another nun accused herself of 
failings against charity, and of having 
murmured at the election of one of her 
Superiors (April 12, 1922). ... I 
have been in purgatory till now .. . 
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because during my Religious life I 
talked a great deal and with little 
prudence. I often communicated my 
impressions and complaints, and these 
indiscretions were the cause of faults 
against charity which my Sisters then 
committed. 

‘“* ... 1 was in purgatory a little 
under an hour and a half to expiate 
a certain want of confidence in God. 
True, I always loved Him very much, 
but not without fear. It is true also 
that the judgments of Religious are 
severe and rigorous, for we are ad- 
judged not by our Spouse but by our 
God. Nevertheless, during life our 
confidence in His mercy ought to be 
boundless, and we should trust His 
goodness. How many graces are lost 
by Religious who have not enough 
trust in God! (September, 1922).” 


REFRESHING OUR MINDS ON 
GREAT TRUTHS 


In every age of the Church God has 


spoken through private revelation of 


one or other kind of chosen messengers 
of His. Two classical examples of this 
truth in the last century are St. Bern- 
adette at Lourdes and the three children 
at Fatima. But the kindred forerunner 
of Josefa was the Visitation nun in 
Paris in the second half of the seven- 
teenth century, St. Margaret Mary. 
At that time the Saviour, who always 
watches over His Bride, the Church, 
wished to dramatize the age-old devo- 
tion to His Humanity and His Divinity 
under the symbol of the Human Heart 
of the God Man. That devotion struck 
at the coldness of religious practices 
unconsciously borrowed |from Calvin- 
ism, a coldness that by the middle of 
the seventeenth century, The Great 
Century, was already a condemned 
heresy under the name of Jansenism. 
One effect of the said Jansenism on 
Catholics was to keep them away from 
the frequentation of the curative and 
preventive Sacrament of Penance and 
from the nourishing Sacrament of the 
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3ody and Blood of Our Lord. Through 
the efforts of Margaret Mary the nine 
First Fridays began to take hold slowly 
of Catholics in different parts of the 
world so that by the beginning of this 
twentieth century of ours, Pope Pius X 
found the time ripe to exhort the faith- 
ful to frequent and even daily Com- 
munion, as well as to restore the prac- 
tice of children meeting their Eucharistic 
Lord as soon as they had come to the 
use of reason and had had a modicum of 
instruction. 

Now we have the Saviour through 
His servant, Josefa, refreshing the 
memory of the faithful everywhere 
about the great truth that every Chris- 
tian is an unofficial apostle; and that 
the Kingdom of God on earth grows not 
only from births of Christian marriages 
but also from the prayers and sacrifices 
of individual and godly Christians, 
Christians of every age from mere 
children to tottering old folks. Some- 
times an external edifying act is the 
occasion of converting prayer becoming 
efficacious, as in the case of the non- 
Catholic wife who noted her physician 
husband never missing his night and 
morning prayers and saying these 
prayers with a sincerity that could not 
be doubted. After thus being edified for 
a few months, she went to the Rectory 
to ask for instruction preparatory to 
being received into the Church. 


TIMELINESS OF MESSAGE TO 
JOSEFA 


How timely this direct message of the 
Saviour through Josefa for victim souls, 
how timely for other Stephens to pray 
and to suffer for other Pauls to become 
converted; for now we seem to be at 
another big turning point in the history 
of the world, an attempt of proud men, 
these four centuries and more, to re- 
verse the Saviour’s philosophy of life: 
Make it your first care to find the kingdom 


of God and His approval and all these 
things shall be yours without the asking 
(Matthew, vi. 32), and to make the 
guiding principle of individual men and 
of nations just the opposite of what the 
Divine Saviour taught, to wit, to seek 
first the all things else, and the Kingdom 
of God and His Justice will come, if it 
is worthwhile, as an incident of earthly 
enjoyment and power. The last word of 
this same sixteenth-century philosophy 
is now embodied in tyrannizing and 
brutalizing atheistic Communism, bid- 
ding for world domination as did Mo- 
hammedanism in the mid-fifteenth cen- 
tury. This anti-Christian philosophy 
of Communism can be beaten by arms; 
yet, this same all-sufficient secularism 


‘underlying Communism can substitute 


another form of tyranny equally power- 
ful unless the thousand millions of 
pagans in the world to-day are brought 
to Christ, and unless the 500 million 
post-Christians are won back to Christ. 

One condition of this peaceful con- 
quest within the next few generations 
is the multiplication of victim souls re- 
cruited from among Christians of every 
age and state, from the little ones just 
able to exercise the divine virtues of 
faith, hope, and charity, and the car- 
dinal virtues of prudence, justice, tem- 
perance, and courage, to those long 
grown used to the actual ransoming of 
souls. To all such ransomers Josefa is 
the exemplar in her story as set forth 
in “The Way of Divine Love.” This 
girl, born in Spain and God-taught in 
France, has the high interest of a Joan 
of Arc and of a Margaret Mary plus 
the appeal of the living present. Those 
responsible for the masterly editing of 
this entire story dealing with experiences 
on earth, in hell, and in purgatory, have 
made us of this second half of the 
ninteenth century their debtors second- 
ary; and God Himself has made us His 
debtors primary. 
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Lwing Paulinism 


By JOHN L. MURPHY 


Pp AUL oF Tarsus, we are told, 
was a very shrewd Saint: a tentmaker 
wholabored with hisown hands to pay his 
way; an organizer who travelled far and 
wide to found new churches; an execu- 
tive who ruled over his many far-flung 
centers of Christianity with as personal 
an interest as any man might have for 
his family. He was an orator who 
knew how to adapt his gospel to his 
audience. 
men, who knew when to threaten and 
when to praise. And he was a man 
whose heart was warmed with love for 
his fellow-men—a man who could admit 
loneliness and suffering, and who could 
urge his closest friend ‘“‘to make haste to 
come to me quickly.” 

St. Paul was a practical, down-to- 
earth Saint if there ever was one, filled 
with an all-consuming love of Christ 
and a love for all others in Christ. He 
shines forth as a living example of what 
the apostolate should be—not only the 
apostolate of the year a.p. 60, but the 
apostolate of every succeeding year of 
Our Lord, our own included. To ‘see 
him only in the light of his own times 
would be, perhaps, to fall into“the very 
real danger of viewing the life of St. 
Paul, or of any of the Apostles for that 
matter, in a purely external way. The 
Apostolic “spirit” is something deeper. 
To understand it we must pass beyond 
the mere activities of the Apostles; we 
must penetrate their heart, as it were, 
seek into their spirit, search out the 
“soul within their soul” which vivifies 
them. In finding that “spirit’’ we find 
the link between the Apostles of the 
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He was a skilled handler of: 


early Church and those of to-day, ““who 
have a portion with those who have duly 
administered the Word of God from the 
beginning.” 


ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 
APOSTOLATE 


That Apostolic Spirit which ruled 
over the hearts of the early disciples of 
Our Lord is the same Spirit which must 
rule over the hearts of His disciples in 
the twentieth century. There is this 
difference, however: whereas in the 
case of Paul and the others this Spirit 
flowered into certain activities proper 
to their time, in the case of the modern 
disciple there are new and different 
activities resulting from it. The essen- 
tial work of the priest, of course, is the 
same. The Mass which St. Peter or St. 
Paul offered is the same identical Mass 
which is being offered to-day in thou- 
sands of churches throughout the world. 
The words of absolution spoken by those 
first disciples were no more nor less 
efficacious than the words as spoken by 
the priests of to-day. 

So too are certain activities common 
to both the early followers of Christ and 
His priests to-day: to preach, to in- 
struct, to visit the sick, to aid the poor. 
No priest of to-day can fail to derive 
profit from making his own those ancient 
recommendations made by St. Paul to 
Titus and Timothy nineteen centuries 
ago. A_ priestly follower of Christ 
must be “blameless, reserved, prudent, 
of good conduct, hospitable, a teacher, 
not a drinker or a brawler, but moderate, 
not quarrelsome, not avaricious” (I 
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Tim., iii. 2). He is bound by the very 
definite obligations to “preach the word, 
be urgent in season, out of season; 
reprove, entreat, rebuke with all pa- 
tience and teaching’’—and he must know 
how to “be watchful in all things, bear 
with tribulation patiently, work as a 
preacher of the gospel, fulfill (his) minis- 
try’ (II Tim., iv. 2). Paul demands of 
his associates that they exercise all 
these virtues, both natural and super- 
natural. His criterion is simple, and 
always one and the same: the aposto- 
late. He demands of thei all the vir- 
tues which are useful and all the apti- 
tudes which are necessary for their apos- 
tolic task, whether they be natural or 
supernatural, in order that they may be 
able to fulfill that task perfectly. To 
“preach the word” involved knowing 
how to use one’s voice in the time of St. 
Paul no less than in our own. Nothing 
useful is to be overlooked. 

In all these the priests of to-day are 
one with the priests of the time of St. 
Paul. In all these the great fact shows 
forth with clarity that there is but one 
Priest in the New Testament. All 
others but share in His priesthood; and 
so it is not surprising that they should 
also share one with another these certain 
definite activities which flow from that 
priestly zeal. 


NEW FORMS OF APOSTOLATE 

NEEDED TO-DAY 

Looking at the matter from another 
point of view, however, there are cer- 
tain very marked differences between the 
priest of to-day and the priest of yester- 
day. While essentially the apostolate 
remains the same, and while even cer- 
tain very essential activities of the 
apostolate remain the same, yet it can- 
not be denied that the apostolic “spirit” 
flowers forth in new forms through each 
succeeding age, to meet the needs and 
combat the obstacles of the times. 


The apostolate embraces all the works 
and activities which are part of the great 
work of sanctifying mankind: the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice, the Sacraments, 
the diffusion of Christian doctrine 
throughout the entire world by means of 
the spoken or the written word, the 
direction of individuals or of groups to- 
wards the sources of divine life. In 
brief, that whole work of re-uniting man- 
kind, that work by which all men be- 
come again “one person in Christ Jesus”’ 
(Gal., iii. 29). Since the time of the 
Twelve, the field of this apostolate has 
been extended. It includes all the ele- 
ments of the original apostolate in sub- 
stance, but it also contains other ele- 
ments which have become necessary for 
the work during the course of centuries. 

The “‘spirit”’ of the apostolate has sug- 
gested new adaptations to meet new 
needs, since the apostle of to-day is met 
with many specific problems which did 
not face the first disciples, just as they, 
in turn, had to cope with other questions 
which do not face us to-day. The 
Church of Christ indeed is not a change- 
able thing, and yet while remaining 
substantially identical she has appeared 
before men in different forms through- 
out the years. The highly organized 
Church of 1947 with her Code of Canon 
Law, with her systems of education, 
with her newspapers and periodicals, is 
somewhat different in appearance from 
the Church of the year 50, with her less 
complicated organizational form, with 
her charisms—the gifts of prophecy, of 
tongues, or of miracles. Still, it is the 
same Church. Indeed, “‘there are varie- 
ties of ministries, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of workings, but 
the same God, who works all things in 
all” (I Cor., xii. 7). 


TYPICAL ACTIVITIES OF 
MODERN APOSTOLATE 


Though the apostles of to-day are not 
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given over to the working of miracles 
as a rule, or to the giving of prophecies, 
yet they are given over to other works 
which are no less apostolic: teaching in 
classrooms, organizing parishes and 
parish activities—labors which are as 
necessary for the Church to-day as were 
the charisms for the Church of the first 
century. 





The priest who spends his days in the 
classroom teaching has not given up the 
apostolate; he has adapted it to meet 
the needs of the times. The pastor who 
busies himself with the details of organiz- 
ing a parish and parish activities such as 
never existed in the days of Paul, is yet 
busy with the work of the apostolate as 
it appears in the Church to-day. And 
the priest tied to his desk in the chancery 
or newspaper office, filling out forms, or 
writing, or answering questions, 13 
engaged in apostolic work as was St. 
Paul, even though St. Paul never filled 
out a single matrimonial form or certi- 
ficate. 


The priest who works and labors to 
balance the budget of his parish is also 
doing apostolic work. He is as apostolic 
as St. Paul was riding the ancient seas, 
although he may never have to leave the 
confines of his own parish or diocese. 
The ordinary and the monotonous are 
apostolic, as well as the extraordinary 
and the adventuresome. By no means 
may we regard the apostolate to-day 
as necessarily limited to’ far-flung 
mission work, or to soul-stirring preach- 
ing, or to labor reform. It is even well 
to remember that, though St. Paul 
never recited the Roman Breviary, yet 
the priest who spends an hour each day 
in devoutly performing this obligation 
is doing an apostolic work then as well 
as when he preaches or hears confessions. 
It is not necessary for him to “take out 
time from the apostolate” in order to 
recite his Breviary. 
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THE SPIRIT GIVES EVERY WORK 

ITS MEANING 

“There are varieties of ministries, but 
the same Lord.” 
the apostolate which gives the activi- 
ties meaning. To be an apostle, one 
must first of all be sent; but once sent 
by Christ through His Church, one is 
an apostle in doing the work assigned, 
even though it is nothing more adven- 
turesome than pounding a typewriter 
in an office or teaching “amo, amas, 
amat”’ to high school freshmen. 

The true apostle needs that definite 
spirit of freedom or adaptation which 
was so evident in Paul in all that he did, 
and he needs it not only in his active 
works, but perhaps even more in his 
presentation of doctrine. A mere com- 
parison of the Epistles of the Apostle of 
the Gentiles confirms this fact. He 
wrote always for an audience, with the 
audience ever before his eyes. He 
knew the valuable art of adapting his 
message to his listeners. His approach 
was constantly varying, depending upon 
whether he was writing to Jews or to 
Gentiles. His expressions, his examples, 
the emphasis he places upon one point 
or another differ in each case. Perhaps 
the most striking example of this adapta- 
bility is found in his discourse to the 
philosophers of Athens (Acts, xvii. 16). 
Day after day as he strolled through the 
city he took note of the various temples 
and altars; indeed the idolatry present 
there alarmed him. One day, however, 
as he walked down a certain street, he 
came upon an altar with the inscription: 
“To some unknown God.” That at 
once was the approach for him in giving 
the message of Christ to these pagans 
of Greece; he seized upon that thought 
as the opening wedge to establish a 
common ground between them. 

He always tried to adapt his message 
in this way to those to whom he was 


speaking. The message itself always 
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remained the same, but it was _ pre- 
sented in different ways, with different 
emphasis, with different nuances suited 
to the audience concerned. 


NEW APPROACH TO RELIGION 
NEEDED 


The same is, or should be, true of the 
apostolate to-day. The eternal, ever- 
lasting message of Christ must be recast 
into forms to meet the needs of the day. 
It is a point which is at times over- 
looked; it is a point on which we might 
dwell with some profit. 

There is a growing consciousness to- 
day that some new approach to doctrine 
is needed, at least for certain matters. 
High on the list of those things which are 
suggested as answers to this need ‘is 
what men have called “‘Paulinism,” or 
the teaching of St. Paul. The Apostle 
cast the message of Christ in different 
ways for different peoples; that is true. 
Yet, even considering his writings as a 
whole, we find that his approach differs 
in some ways from the other writers of 
the New Testament, even though the 
doctrine is fundamentally the same. 
Paulinism is the name given to that 
body of truths peculiar to St. Paul. 
The result of this renewed interest has 
brought about a new interest in such 
Pauline terms as “the new man” or “to 
put on Christ.’ Above all, however, it 
has resulted in a new interest in the 
“Mystical Body of Christ’—so much 
interest, in fact, that our Holy Father, 
Pius XII, cites it as one of the motives 
impelling him to write the Encyclical 
““Mystici Corporis.” 

Unfortunately, the Pauline teaching 
on the Body of Christ is looked upon 
only too often as an abstract theory 
which can never become a flesh and blood 
reality for the average man. Or again, 
it is looked upon as perhaps rather nice, 
but in the long run a bit impractical. 
The truth is, however, that just as St. 


Paul himself was a practical, down-to- 
earth Saint in all his life, in all his activi- 
ties, so too was his doctrine practical 
and down-to-earth, either directly or 
indirectly: typical of the man, even 
though couched in difficult language at 
times. 

There are various reasons for treating 
it like that, some of them somewhat. 
valid, some of them not. Perhaps the 
greatest mistake, or at least one of them, 
is made in studying it merely as an ab- 
stract theory, with no attempt to adapt 
it to twentieth-century life. Just as 
the activities suggested by the apostolic 
“spirit” have changed somewhat since 
the time of St. Paul, so too must the 
form of the doctrine at times be modi- 
fied, though not the doctrine itself. 
The “spirit” behind it will suggest new 
applications to meet new needs. True 
“living Paulinism” implies more than a 
hurried reading of the twelfth chapter of 
First Corinthians; and if it is to really 
“live” for the modern Catholic man and 
woman, they must be given more than a 
few quotations about our all being mem- 
bers of one body and temples of the Holy 
Ghost. If the Mystical Body is to 
mean anything to the modern man, it 
must be presented in terms of modern 
life. The application was the thing for 
St. Paul; that is why we find him skip- 
ping over the more subtle distinctions in 
order to settle some immediate prac- 
tical problem—amarriage, brotherly love, 
peaceful living. 


PAUL’S DOCTRINE IN BROAD 
OUTLINE 


The doctrine itself, in its broad out- 
lines, is simple. Paul is using a figure of 
speech. He calls the Roman Catholic 
Church the Body of Christ. He thinks 
of the historical Christ, in His body and 
blood, soul and divinity: He is the 
Head; and together with His Church, 
He forms a new man, as it were, the 
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“Whole Christ” or the “Mystical 
Christ.””" When St. Paul speaks of the 
“Body of Christ,” however, he is merely 
using another name for the Roman 
Catholic Chruch. The underlying truth 
is the great and intimate union between 
Christ and His Church, a union so 
intimate and personal that together they 
form “one man in Christ.” It is a 
great analogy, a comparison with a real 
foundation in reality, but which is not 
to be urged too far. We need not strain 
the imagination in thinking about it, 
for that may confuse. We say that the 
Church is the Body of the Mystical 
Christ, because the relation between 
Christ and His Church is similar to the 
relation of our head to our body. 

This is the basis for the doctrine of the 
Mystical Body. St. Paul used it to 
solve problems of his day, to bring home 
more pointedly to his Christians certain 
truths which were important for good 
living. We might not appreciate the 
beauty of Paul’s doctrine, should we 
fail to appreciate his problems (although 
they are amazingly similar to those of 
our own day). But we ourselves have 
certain other problems unknown to 
Paul, and an application of the doctrine 
of the Mystical Body to those problems 
will aid greatly in attaining the spirit 
of a living Paulinism. Certainly the 
problems can be explained in other 
ways, yet the doctrine of the Mystical 
Body will serve, without a doubt, to 
put the soluticn in a somewhat clearer 
light. 


TWO BIG PROBLEMS 
CONFRONTING US TO-DAY 


The two big problems facing the reli- 
gious world to-day which might espe- 
cially use the force of the Pauline teach- 
ing are the question of Communism and 
the question of religious indifference. 

We have, first of all, the great social- 
mindedness of our present day. That is 
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the great appeal of Communism. ‘It 
parades under a “pseudo-ideal of jus- 
tice, of equality and fraternity,” as 
Pope Pius XI told us. Communism 
seeks to give a false brotherhood to men, 
and many are to-day accepting it, while 
the Church “with her doctrine of peace 
and Christian brotherhood” is being 
ignored. Indeed, there is no unity among 
men possible which might compare with 
the union of men with Christ, and with 
one another “in Christ’’—in the Mystical 
Body. In the Roman Catholic Church 
a man will find that true brotherhood in 
Christ which he seeks in vain in the false 
teachings of Communism. 

A realization of the truth of the Mysti- 
cal Body can offset this false appeal. It 
is not enough to give a mere intellectual 
assent to the doctrine; it is not enough 
to agree simply that the Church is the 
Mystical Body, that there is such a 
close union between the Church and her 
Head, Jesus Christ. There is a differ- 
ence between knowing and knowing: it 
is somewhat like Newman’s famous dis- 
tinction between the real and the 
notional assent. The assent to the doc- 
trine of the Mystical Body must 
embrace the whole man. His sense of 
brotherhood with other men in the 
Church must pass beyond a mere (and 
ofttimes shallow) intellectual assent. 
He must become alive with the doctrine, 
as was St. Paul. He must live—not so 
much merely study—the Mystical Body. 
That appeal to actuality is the attrac- 
tion of Communism. It does not gather 
disciples so much by passing out leather- 
bound copies of the Manifesto as by fill- 
ing men with the “spirit” of Com- 
munism. A man is made to feel Com- 
munism, even though he never comes 
in actual contact with it. If this can 
be done with a false brotherhood, if 
this can be done with an illusion which 
does not exist—not even in its “home- 
land” of Russia—what then can be 
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done with that true brotherhood which 
is to be had in the Church; what can 
be done with the actual, palpitating 
union of men which does exist, and is 
existing now throughout the Catholic 
world? It is not a union of politicians, 
nor of capitalists, nor of laborers, nor of 
world-conquerers. It is a union of all 
“in Christ.” Visions of One World 
might be denounced by some as follies, 
but in the Church it is an ever-growing 
reality. It leaps beyond the boun- 
daries of individuals and nations, beyond 
the boundaries of politics and _ self- 
aggrandizement. It dissolves the bonds 
of hate in order to draw all men together 
in the heart of Christ. If there is any 
spirit of union among men which can 
meet the surging wave of the sickle and 
hammer, it is the Spirit of Christ, it is 
the reality of the Mystical Body, which 
is the Church. 


HOW SHALL WE COMBAT 
RELIGIOUS INDIFFERENCE? 


Just as the doctrine of Paul may aid 
to solve one problem with which the 
Apostle himself never came in contact, 
namely Communism, so too can it prove 
of value in meeting another difficulty 
unknown to the time of Paul—namely, 
religious indifference. St. Paul lived 
in a pagan or in a Jewish world which 
was but gradually turning Christian. 
Neither the pagans nor the Jews were 
willing to give up their beliefs, and 
persecution was the result of his preach- 
ing. He did not come face to face with 
this other problem, which is expressed 
best in the glib phrase: “One religion is 
as good as another.” Neither Jew nor 
pagan was willing to admit that Chris- 
tianity was as good as the religion of 
their fathers. Here especially is a dis- 
tinctly modern problem. It is an error 
which has spread even to some of our 
Catholics. “After all,” it is said, 


“everyone is adoring the same God, so 
what does it matter what Church you 
belong to?” 


ALL RELIGIONS ARE 
NOT ALIKE 


There is a half-truth expressed there, 
and for that reason it seems to be so 
convincing; and yet for that very rea- 
son it is so dangerous. While it is per- 
haps true that all Christians are adoring 
the same God, they are not all doing it 
in the correct way. It is not enough to 
say that we are adoring the same God. 
Since Christ, the God-Man, instituted 
His Church, and commanded the man- 
ner in which man must adore God, man- 
kind is obliged to follow that manner as 
well. 

The Pauline answer to this is simple, 
although St. Paul himself was never 
forced to express it. All other religious 
groups are only “moral” bodies, and for 
that reason they lack something special 
which Christ gave to His Church. 
Those religious denominations are out- 
side the unity of Christ’s Church; they 
were founded by men and not by Christ. 
They are liable to dissensions within 
their very body. Theirs is not the great 
honor which the Catholic Church can 
claim—that it is so closely united to 
Christ as to be called His Mystical 
Body, as to be called the Body of the 
“Whole Christ.” Their groups are 
made up of individuals who strive after a 
form of unity from without, whereas the 
unity of the Catholic Church comes 
from within. Fellowship is an effect of 
Catholic unity, rather than the cause of 
it. Because we are members of one 
Body, we must live at peace with one 
another. We need not strive to “sink 
our minor differences” in a common 
bond of fellowship and unity, in order 
that we might be one. Rather it is the 
exact reverse: since we are one, we must 
live accordingly. 
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MYSTICAL BODY DEMANDS 
ONE RELIGION 


If the Roman Catholic Church alone 
worships God in the way which He has 
commanded, then the others must be 
wrong. If the Roman Catholic Church 
alone forms the Mystical Body of Christ, 
then all others must lack that intimate 
union with Christ the Head. The logic 
of Catholic doctrine forces the con- 
clusion upon us. And though it is true 
that God will not hold those respon- 
sible who adore Him in another way be- 
cause they do not realize that He Him- 
self has commanded a certain manner, 
yet we must not forget that they actually 
are failing to obey that command, and 
that they would be more pleasing to God, 
and could be more secure about their 
salvation, if they were to follow that 
command, if they were to be joined to 
Christ in a very special way in His 
Mystical Body, which is the Church. 

Those outside the Church are as yet 
individuals spiritually. They lack the 
social bond to be found in the Church. 
They lack that security in the way of 
salvation which would be theirs in the 
Church. They are as sheep “scattered 
because there was no shepherd: and 
they became the prey of all the beasts of 
the field and were scattered”’ (Ezechiel, 
xxxiv. 5). They are outside the fold, 
they are in that state “in which,” Our 
Holy Father tells us, “they cannot be 
sure of their salvation.” 

That is the Pauline answer.” In view 
of it, the phrase “‘one religion is as good 
as another” appears as false as it is. 
There is a big difference between one 
religion and another, when one of them 
is that unique organization, the Mysti- 
cal Body of Christ. The Catholic real- 
izes this, or should realize it; the doc- 
trine of the Mystical Body of Christ 
makes him conscious of that intimate, 
personal union which he can know only 
in the Church. For him there is no 
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doubting, no hesitation. He values his 
life in the Church; he lives the Mystical 
Body. For the Catholic who comes to 
realize with St. Paul the full import of 
this great mystery in his life, no other 
religious group appears the same. Other 
religions may seem good; other religions 
may teach some of the same truths as 
are taught by the Catholic Church; the 
members of other religious bodies may 
adore the same God and try their best 
to serve Him faithfully. Yet, only one 
group can lay claim to the Apostle’s 
great boast; only one group is so inti- 
mately united with Christ as to be 
called His Mystical Body, as to form to- 
gether with Him the “Mystical Christ.” 
And this makes all the difference in the 
world. 


MYSTICAL BODY APPEALS 
TO NON-CATHOLIC 


This Pauline doctrine properly placed 
in the light of twentieth-century prob- 
lems is of use not only to Catholics, but 
to non-Catholics as well. No other 
picture of the Church is more appealing 
to them than this loving union with 
Christ. It shows them a religious life, 
and a religion, which they had never 
suspected to exist. 

It serves, too, to detail the correct 
approach of the modern Catholic to- 
wards the non-Catholic. There is no 
hatred towards those who are not as yet 
members of the Church, even though 
there can be no indifference as to the 
religious beliefs they hold. There is 
rather nothing but love, and a prayerful 
hope for those others who, “even though 
unsuspectingly related to the Mystical 
Body of the Redeemer in desire and 
resolution, yet still remain deprived of 
so many precious gifts and helps from 
heaven which one can enjoy only in the 
Catholic Church.” 

It becomes the duty of every Catholic 
to pray and to labor for the eventual 








|e 


EW 


his 
ical 
3 to 
t of 
her 
her 
ons 
} as 
the 
lay 
est 
one 
le’s 
iti- 
be 
to- 
t.” 
he 








LIVING PAULINISM 





union of all men in the Mystical Body of 
Christ. As Pius XII writes again: 
“Genuine love of the Church is not 
satisfied with our being, within this 
Body, members one of another, mutually 
careful one for another, rejoicing with 
him who glories, suffering with him who 
suffers. We must also recognize as 
brothers of Christ according to the flesh, 
destined together with us to eternal 
salvation, those others who have not yet 
joined us in the body of the Church.” 

A truly living Paulinism means all 
this, and it implies a real Pauline zeal 
for the salvation of souls, a zeal which is 
as real and practical and down-to-earth 


in the twentieth century as it was in the 
first. When one imbued with such a 
spirit looks upon those outside the 
Body of Christ, his is none other than 
the paternal prayer of Pope Pius XII, 
when he prays that all others “may 
enter into Catholic unity, and so united 
with us in the organic oneness of the 
Body of Jesus Christ, hasten to the one 
Head in the society of glorious love. 
With persevering prayer to the Spirit of 
love and truth, We wait for them with 
open arms to return not to a stranger’s 
house, but to their own, their Father’s 
house’—that is to the Church, the 
Mystical Body of Christ. 
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Wisdom from the 
“Contra Gentiles” 


By CORNELIUS ROBERTS, Ph.D., S.T.D. 


= among the world’s finest 
books, and comparable with St. Augus- 
tine’s De Civilate Dei, is the Summa 
Contra Gentiles of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Even the more celebrated Summa 
Theologiz, written approximately ten 
years later, only repeats and amplifies 
the view of God and His creatures that 
had already been presented in the earlier 
Summa. Thomists no less than others 
need sometimes to be reminded that the 
Contra Gentiles is truly a masterpiece of 
constructive Christian thought and one 
of the chief treasures of our Catholic 
literary heritage. 

The only way to do justice to this 
great book is to treat it as one continu- 
ous composition, take it up, and read it 
through. Tolle, lege. The time and 
application spent in reading it are re- 
warded with a new vision of the im- 
mense grandeur of the Christian religion 
and of the genius of its chief expositor. 


PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF 
READING ST. THOMAS 


Another benefit, one scarcely antici- 
pated when the task of reading the 
Contra Gentiles is begun, is its whole- 
some psychological effect. As the 
mighty author’s ideas become our own, 
we begin to feel as St. Thomas must 
have felt—pacified, composed and ele- 
vated. The experience is an a posteriori 
proof, if any proof were needed, that 
the Saint’s mind was superior to any- 
thing rash or mean. For the mental 
turbulence which modern conditions so 
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easily engender, the reading of the 


Contra Gentiles can be recommended as | 


a therapy and a corrective. The reader 
must be prepared, of course, to make 
allowance for the outmoded, though 
most interesting, medieval system of 
physics that is rather conspicuous in its 
pages; and, needless to add, the occupa- 
tion is not suited to all tastes. Qui 
potest capere, capiat. 

It is enlightening to compare the 
author’s expressed intention at the 
beginning of each Summa. As _ the 
Prologue of the Summa _ Theologiz 
declares, that most extensive work was 
intended to provide hujus doctrine 
novitios, or theological freshmen, with an 
easy introduction to theology. Its tone 
accordingly is almost casual. In it we 
seem to see the veteran professor ex- 
pounding familiar doctrine to his 
pupils. 

The note on which the Contra Gentiles 
begins is wisdom. Christ, Wisdom 
Incarnate, came into the world to give 
testimony to the truth (John, xviii. 27). 
The wise man, then, must make truth 
known and refute error. Thus St. 
Thomas. “Trusting in the divine 
mercy,” he set out to show the truth of 
the Catholic-Christian religion “by elim- 
inating error” (Bk. I, ch. 2). The result 
was the most impressive work in apolo- 
getics ever written. Its accent is more 
solemn than that of the Summa Theolo- 
giz, its sentences more studied, and its 
literary craftsmanship generally super- 
ior. 
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WISDOM FROM THE “CONTRA GENTILES” 





———— 


PERFECTION OF ST. THOMAS’S 
LITERARY STYLE 


Only in the original Latin can we ad- 
mire the perfection of the Saint’s style. 
An American author has defined excel- 
lence in style as “the irrecognition of the 
irrelevant.” It is impossible to find one 
instance of irrelevant ideas or super- 
fluous words in the Contra Gentiles. Its 
conciseness and lucidity could not have 
been achieved without the sheer labor 
(lime labor) to which the many altera- 
tions in the Vatican autograph bear 
witness. Although the diction is not 
uniform throughout, the general average 
is high and there are sections (e.g., Bk. 
IV, ch. 1) which might well be used as 
samples of medieval Latin at its best. 

Graces of expression unfortunately do 
not survive translation. The following 
short passages have been selected and 
translated as specimens of St. Thomas’s 
wisdom and as compendious statements 
of characteristic doctrines. They illus- 
trate the art with which he expressed 
profound truths in the simplest manner. 
Sometimes a single sentence, when well 
weighed, provides sufficient inspiration 
for an entire sermon. 

The reference numbers indicate the 
respective books and chapters from 
which the passages are taken. 


KNOWLEDGE AS NOBLEST PURSUIT 
OF RATIONAL CREATURES 


“Just as an uneducated person would 
be totally wanting in sense if he declared 
the teachings of philosophers false be- 
cause he could not grasp them, so, and 
even more, would a man be guilty of the 
greatest folly if he mistrusted the truth 
of what God has revealed by the minis- 
try of angels, on the ground that it is 
not discoverable by reason”’ (I, 3). 

“To love God is the highest perfec- 
tion of a rational creature, since thereby 
a creature is in a manner made one with 
God” (I, 80). 


*‘When the soul is hampered with that 
which occupies its body, it becomes less 
capable of understanding higher things; 
hence, the virtue of temperance, which 
restrains the soul from bodily delights, 
eminently fits men for the pursuits of 
the mind” (II, 81). 

“Even sport, though seeming to have 
no end in view, serves a right purpose, 
which is that, after being so to speak 
lightened in mind, we may more effi- 
ciently apply ourselves to serious work” 
(III, 25). 

“To know is nobler than to be known. 
The glory that consists in fame is most 
unstable, for nothing is more change- 
able than the praise and approval of 
men” (IIT, 29). 

“Riches do most good when they are 
spent” (IIT, 30). 

“Clearly there are very few, if any, 
who discovered by reason the truth 
about divine things in such a way as not 
to mix falsehood with their opinions” 


(III, 39). 


VISION OF GOD CONSUMMATES 
HUMAN BLISS 


“Through the beatific vision we are 
made most like to God and become 
sharers in His bliss. God understands 
His own being through His essence, and 
this is His happiness. The Scripture 
accordingly says: ‘When He shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like to Him, because 
we shall see Him as He is’ (I John, iii. 2); 
and the Lord said: ‘I dispose to you as 
My Father has disposed to Me a king- 
dom, that you may eat and drink at My 
table in My kingdom’ (Luke, xxii. 29, 
30). Corporeal food and drink cannot 
here be meant, but what is taken at 
Wisdom’s table. Of this Wisdom says: 
‘Eat my bread and drink the wine which 
I have mingled for you’ (Prov., ix. 5). 
They, therefore, eat and drink at the 
table of God who enjoy the very hap- 
piness wherewith God is happy by seeing 
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Him as He sees Himself’ (III, 51). 

“Distaste for an object formerly en- 
joyed is due to the fact that the object 
effects a real change in a power, destroy- 
ing or weakening its strength. Thus, 
the sense-powers after a time become 
disgusted with what once gave them 
pleasure, inasmuch as the change pro- 
duced in the corporeal organs by the 
sense-objects brings fatigue. For the 
same reason, after a long and strenuous 
meditation we experience distaste even 
for intellectual activity, because of 
fatigue in the powers that use corporeal 
organs, which are indispensable for 
thinking in our present state. When the 
divine substance, however, is seen, it 
does not impair the intellect but greatly 
perfects it, and no act that is exercised 
through corporeal organs is involved. 
Therefore, it is impossible to grow tired 
of that vision once a person draws on its 


delight”’ (III, 62). 


EXISTENCE OF EVIL AS OCCASION 
OF NEW GOOD 


“A prudent governor overlooks the 
lack of goodness in a part to allow for 
the greater goodness in the whole. 
Likewise, a workman buries the founda- 
tions of a house under the earth to give 
strength to the whole edifice. Now, the 
universe would lose much of its perfec- 
tion if evil were taken away from some 
of its parts, for its beauty is due to the 
orderly arrangement of good and evil 
together. The evil arises from the failure 
of the good, and yet in God’s providence 
it is the occasion of new good, just as an 
interval of silence adds sweetness to 
song” (III, 71). 

“Just as, in the actions of any man, 
disorder follows when the intellect pur- 
sues sensual inclination, and sensual 
inclination is drawn, through bodily 
indisposition, to follow corporeal motion 
(as seen in the lame), so too in human 
government disorder arises when a ruler 
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owes his position to a _ usurpation 
through material strength or to a choice 
that some one has made through sensual 
affection” (IIT, 81). 


THE HUMAN SOUL IN ITS 
RELATION TO GOD 


“Every swallow makes its nest in the 
same way, and every man understands 
first principles in the same way, as they 
are known naturally” (III, 85). 

“‘No created substance is in touch with 
the interior of an intelligent soul, but 
only God is. He alone causes and main- 
tains the soul’s existence. Hence, a 
motion of the will can be caused by God 
alone” (IIT, 88). 

“God appropriately fulfills the desire 
of a rational creature in so far as it 
draws near to Him. Now, a person 
draws near to God by contemplation 
and devout affection and humble, firm 
intention. Any prayer which fails so to 
draw near to God is not the kind He 
hears. Hence it is said: ‘He hath re- 
gard to the prayer of the humble’ (Ps. 
ci. 18), and ‘Let him ask in faith, noth- 
ing wavering’ (James, i, 6)” (III, 96). 

“The will is good from the fact that it 
loves good, and especially the supreme 
good, which is its end. Hence, the more 
the will loves this good, the better the 
man”’ (IIT, 116). 

‘“‘Man needs tranquillity and peace to 
be free for divine things. Now, the 
causes of upsetting peace are removed 
principally by mutual love. There- 
fore, since the divine law commands 
men to devote themselves to divine 
things, it necessarily follows that mutual 
love among human beings is required by 
the divine law” (IIT, 117). 

“The divine law so regulates a man as 
to make him totally subject toGod. Just 
as in his will he is subjected to God by 
charity, so in his intellect he is sub- 
jected to God by faith.... This rules 
out the error of those who say that it 
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makes no difference for salvation what a 
man believes provided he serves God” 
(III, 118). 

“After murder, which destroys actu- 
ally existing human nature, that kind of 
sin seems to take next place wherein the 
begetting of human nature is impeded”’ 
(III, 122). 

“Woman needs man not only for 
generation, as obtains in other animals, 
but also for governance, since the male is 
more perfect in reason and more power- 
ful in strength” (III, 123). 

‘“‘Man has more resemblance to God in 
soul than in body, and most of all in his 
mind. Evidently, then, the main thing 
intended is the mind, the other parts of 
the soul being produced on account of 
that and the body being produced on 
account of the soul. Thus, God’s care 
chiefly concerns man’s mind” (IIT, 130). 

“Man’s tending towards God must 
not be broken at least by an act of the 
mind; and the more the mind is actually 
applied to Him, the more perfect is a 
man’s life, since it is the more intimately 
united with his goal” (IIT, 130). 

“Gregory says in the sixth book of his 
Moralia: ‘It often happens that men 
who would live if well occupied with 
human employments are killed by the 
sword of their own repose’ ”’ (III, 134). 

“To undertake a thing simply because 
it is degrading is not a mark of humility 
but of foolishness” (III, 136). 

“The Lord commanded us not to be 
anxious about what is not our business, 
namely, the outcome of our actions; 
but He did not forbid us to be anxious 
about what is our business, namely, 
what we do” (IIT, 136). 


SIN AS AN IMPEDIMENT 
TO GRACE 


‘Although a man by sinning places an 
impediment to grace and in the required 
course of things ought not to receive 
grace, nevertheless God can act above 
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the order that is inherent in things—just 
as He gave sight to the blind and life to 
the dead; and thus out of His abundant 
goodness He sometimes helps with His 
anticipatory grace even those who offer 
an impediment to grace, turning them 
from evil and converting them to good. 
But just as He does not give sight to all 
the blind, nor cure all the sick, that the 
exercise of divine power might thus be 
manifest in those whom he cures and 
the course of nature might be preserved 
in the rest, so, too, not all who impede 
grace receive His anticipatory aid to 
quit evil and turn to good, but only cer- 
tain ones in whom He wishes to show 
His mercy in such a way that the ap- 
pointment of His justice is evident in 
the rest. So the Apostle says (Rom., xi. 
22): ‘God, willing to show His wrath 
and make His power known, endured 
with much patience vessels of wrath, 
fitted for destruction, that He might 
show the riches of His glory on the ves- 
sels of mercy, which He hath prepared 
unto glory’ ” (III, 162). 

“Why He converts these individuals 
rather than those cannot be accounted 
for, since it depends purely on His will, 
just as it was due to His pure will that, 
when all things were made from nothing, 
some were made nobler than others, and 
just as it depends on the pure will of the 
craftsman that out of the same material, 
similarly prepared, he fashions some 
vessels for high uses and some for base. 
Hence the Apostle says (Rom., ix. 21): 
‘Hath not the potter power over the clay, 
of the same lump, to make one vessel 
unto honor and the other unto dis- 
honor?’ ”’ (IIT, 162). 

“That the cause of predestination and 
election does not lie in human merits is 
clearly to be seen in the fact that God’s 
grace, which is an effect of predestina- 
tion, is not preceded by merits—as has 
been shown; and it is also to be seen in 
this, that God’s will and providence is 
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the first cause of whatever happens. 
But nothing can be the cause of God’s 
will and providence, although among the 
effects of providence—and also of pre- 
destination—one effect can be the cause 
of another effect. As the Apostle says 
(Rom., xi. 35): ‘Who has first given to 
Him, and recompense shall be made 
him?’ ” (IIT, 164). 

“The Son glorified the Father, not by 
conferring glory on Him, but by mani- 
festing Him to the world: as He says 
(John, xvii): ‘I have manifested Thy 
glory to men’ ”’ (IV, 8). 


WHY MARY IS RIGHTLY CALLED 
THE MOTHER OF GOD 


“A man is called the son of a mother 
because his body is taken from her, al- 
though the soul is not from the mother 
but from elsewhere. Now, the body of 
that Man was taken from a mother, a 
virgin; and it has been shown that the 
body of that Man is the body of the 
true Son of God, that is, of the Word of 
God. Hence, the Blessed Virgin is 
appropriately called the Mother of the 
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Word of God, or the Mother of God, al- | 


though the godhead of the Word is not 
of maternal origin; for not all that a son 
is, but only his body, need be drawn 
from his mother’ (IV, 34). 

“In created affairs nothing can be 
more important than the salvation of a 
rational creature” (IV, 55). 

“The virtue of humility consists in 
this that a person keeps within his own 
bounds, not reaching at what is above 
him but submitting to a superior” (IV, 
55). 

“To change men’s minds from the 
love of earthly glory to the love of God’s 
glory, He (Christ) willed to undergo not 
merely death but the kind of death 
which brought the greatest dishonor. . . . 
His wonderful humility is measured by 
the sublimity of His majesty” (IV, 55). 

“The very disorder of the will is a kind 
of pain, and a most afflictive one, be- 
cause, in so far as anyone has an un- 
regulated will, whatever is rightly done 
displeases him; and it will be an an- 
noyance to the damned that in all 
things the will of God is fulfilled” (IV, 
93). 
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A Psychotherapy for 


Scruples 


IV. The Priest in Treatment of Scruples 


By ERNEST F. LATKO, O.F.M., S.T.D. 


[ zealous the priest may 
be in the treatment of scrupulants, he 
will not fully gain their confidence unless 
he himself is convinced of the salutary 
influence of our religion upon the intel- 
lect and will of man and of the curative 
powers of spiritual direction. Chris- 
tianity possesses a salvific and effica- 
cious psychotherapy, because it comes 
from Christ, the Divine Physician, and 
because as a consequence it answers all 
the needs of the human heart and soul. 
Such a faith the priest must possess in a 
very high degree in order to transmit it 
to those whom he is to guide to God. 
The Sacrament of Penance was insti- 
tuted by Christ to restore supernatural 
life to us when we have lost it, to com- 
fort us, and to cure us of spiritual dis- 
eases. “The pastor comes into early 
contact with the development of faulty 
mental habits,’ observes Dr. John R. 
Oliver, “‘. . . he can show to the man or 
woman who comes to him in mental ill- 
ness or difficulty sources of help that the 
cleverest psychiatrist cannot give. The 
priest may not be able to offer his parish- 
ioner a course of psychoanalytic treat- 
ment, but he may offer him the Sacra- 
ment of Penance and the Sacrament of 
the Altar.””! 

There can be no doubt that the rdéle 


* “Psychiatry and Mental Health’’ (Chas. 
Scribner's Sons, New York City), p. 286. 


of the spiritual director, who treats 
various diseases of the soul, is an impor- 
tant one.? In fact, it is of such great 
importance that it is judged necessary 
by the Church. It already existed at 
the beginnings of Christianity. Jesus 
Christ Himself demonstrated the tech- 
nique we are to use. Adapting Himself 
to the different temperaments of His 
Apostles, He led them to God indi- 
vidually, restraining the ambitions of 
some and admonishing the tempestuous- 
ness of others. Later He is imitated by 
the Apostles, who were ever solicitous 
about their flocks. Who can read the 
Epistles of St. Paul without being 
touched by the tender love and devotion 
he shows his converts? To-day the 
Church has bequeathed to the priests 
long centuries of experience in this field, 
expecting them to profit by it. 


SPIRITUAL DIRECTION OF 
SCRUPULANTS 


If spiritual direction is necessary in 
man’s constant career to God, especially 
is this true when the disease of the soul is 
diagnosed as scrupulosity. The priest, 
because he comes in intimate contact 
with the conscience, must necessarily be 
prepared for his mission. The Fathers 
compare the physician of the body with 


2 A. D’Agnel and P. D’Espiney, “Direction 
de conscience”’ and “Le scrupule.”’ 
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the physician of the soul. Souls, ac- 
cording to St. Gregory Nazianzen, are to 
be treated with varying instruction and 
guidance. ‘‘We priests,” he says, “upon 
whose efforts is staked the salvation of a 
soul, what a struggle ours ought to be, 
and what great skill do we require in 
doing well our work as physicians of the 
soul!’’* 

The priest, if he is to do his task well in 
directing souls to God, must possess in- 
tellectual and moral qualities, together 
with those of the heart. St. Francis de 
Sales demands three qualities from the 
director: ‘He must be full of charity, 
knowledge, and prudence; if he lacks 
one of these, there is danger.’’4 

To the first group of qualities belong 
knowledge and prudence, as the Saints 
agree. Theoretical knowledge is not 
enough: one must havé the knowledge 
that comes from practical experience. 
It is hardly sufficient to know principles: 
one must learn how to apply them with 
wisdom. If the science which is ac- 
quired from books is not accompanied 
by deep psychological penetration and 
sound judgment, it may be very harmful 
especially in the prevention of, and in 
the treatment for, religious obsession. 
Prudent and circumspect as he ought to 
be, the priest will sagely inquire into the 
temperament, the aptitudes and the in- 
clinations, as well as into the good or bad 
functioning of the psyche, of the peni- 
tent. In this way, he will be able to 
choose wisely, much like a_ spiritual 
apothecary, the remedies which are 
proper to his penitent and to his moral 
state. 


QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED BY 
DIRECTORS OF SOULS 


St. Thomas Aquinas, in Opusculum 
lriv, is eloquent in exhorting priests to 


3See Migne, Patrol. Greca, XXXV, 435, 
sec. 29-30. 
4 “Devout Life,” I, 4. 
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make frequent meditation on the Scrip- 
tures and the works of the Fathers of the 
Church in order to come by the science 
so necessary for the proper direction of 
souls, and for stimulating them to 
greater ardor in the service of God. He 
gives the example of physicians who are 
daily absorbed in the reading of books on 
physics and medicine in order to become 
better doctors. St. Teresa of Avila, a 
woman remarkable for her sound judg- 
ment and good psychology, emphatically 
insists that the director be well-versed 
in all branches of theology. She says in 
her Autobiography: “A spiritual direc- 
tor is very much needed—but he must be 
experienced.... My opinion is, and al- 
ways will be, that, as long as it is pos- 
sible, every Christian must consult 
learned men—the more learned the bet- 
ter.... Iam thoroughly persuaded of 
this, that the devil will not reduce with 
his wiles the man of prayer who takes 
counsel with theologians, unless he 
wishes to deceive himself. According to 
my opinion, the devil is in mortal fear of 
a science that is both humble and virtu- 
ous.”” St. Francis de Sales was of the 
opinion that it is very dangerous to take 
for spiritual guide a priest who is found 
wanting in the sacred sciences. The 
prudent Jesuit, Claude Aquaviva, a real 
artist in directing souls, demands a 
knowledge of what he terms “spiritual 
medicine.” According to St. John of 
the Cross, confessors who are ignorant of 
mystical theology become more an ob- 
stacle than a guide for some souls. St. 
Bonaventure demands greater qualities 
in the physician of souls than in the phy- 
sician of the body, because, as he says, 
the diseases due to sins are more subtile, 
more pernicious, and more difficult to 
treat. 


PRUDENCE INDISPENSABLE IN 
THE DIRECTOR 


If Father Aquaviva, the brilliant Jes- 
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uit, enjoyed success in guiding souls, es- 
pecially those which were troubled with 
scruples, it was because he was a pru- 
dent man. According to him, the con- 
fessor, before beginning any kind of 
treatment, must not content himself 
simply with a diagnosis of the actual 
condition, but rather endeavor to dis- 
cover the moral complexion of his peni- 
tent, the evils which he has had to en- 
dure and their duration, and finally the 
remedies employed in attempting to cure 
the illnesses. In this way the confessor 
can establish the cause of the disease, in 
order the better to prescribe a remedy. 
What is even more important for Aqua- 
viva is the fact that the penitent be in- 
structed on the nature and gravity of his 
disease, because, he insists rightly, it is 
necessary above all that the penitent de- 
sire to be cured. This willingness is 
very often difficult to obtain from the 
scrupulant, and yet it is of prime impor- 
tance in the success of the treatment. 
It is better in many cases, writes the 
same Jesuit savant, to suggest remedies 
to the penitent rather than impose them 
by force of authority, so that it might 
seem that the scrupulant does it of his 
own accord and on his own initiative. 
The prudence required is a supernatural 
one, fortified by the gift of counsel of the 
Holy Spirit. 


OVERCOMING THE PENITENT’S 
OBSESSIONS 


Furthermore, the priest must never 
doubt the sincerity of the scrupulous 
person. He will explain goodnaturedly 
and quite energetically how his state of 
mind warps and falsifies his judgment, 
and makes little faults and peccadillos 
appear as great crimes. Of course, the 
confessor must not permit himself to be 
disconcerted by the opposition of the 
penitent who will refuse to become so 
convinced. Whenever the penitent pro- 
ceeds to accuse himself of having com- 


mitted a mortal sin, the confessor can 
ask with emphasis: ‘Can you swear be- 
fore God that you saw clearly that this 
action was very sinful, and that seeing 
this you gave: full consent?” But the 
essential thing is always to affirm one’s 
position without becoming exasperated 
at the scrupulant or turning the whole 
thing into a joke. To do this would be 
to compromise the cure or at least re- 
tard it indefinitely. 

One word more in regard to Aqua- 
viva’s directive that the scrupulous indi- 
vidual must want to be cured. Dr. 
Dubois maintains, in full accord with the 
Jesuit, that as soon as the diseased per- 
son is convinced that his cure is near he 
is already upon the road to recovery. 
This, he says, should always be repeated 
to the patient, and every amelioration in 
his condition should be carefully noted 
down, so that he might have another rea- 
son for courage.’ There are priests who 
have achieved remarkable cures in cases 
of scrupulosity by this simple procedure. 
They would repeat to the scrupulant the 
progress already made, always speaking 
optimistically. Although the patient 
had launched himself with some scepti- 
cism, he had in time caught the spirit. 

It can doubtless safely be said that one 
of the most remarkable qualities proper 
to the great masters of spiritual life 
is their elasticity and adaptability in di- 
recting souls over different roads to God. 
The priest must not be narrow-minded 
or pedantic in adhering at all times to his 
pet predilections. Such a great director 
of souls as St. John of the Cross, whose 
word has tremendous value in asceti- 
cism, would not bind his penitents to his 
own personal methods, but rather per- 
mitted them, upon proper diagnosis, 
freely to follow the paths to which God 

had attracted them. Without this qual- 
ity the priest, zealous and learned 


5 “Les psychonévroses et leur traitement 
moral’’ (Paris, 1904), 245, 266. 
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though he may be, may very easily ag- 
gravate the condition of scruples, and by 
inopportune questions even retard the 
cure. 

There are, however, certain mistakes 
which some directors are apt to make. 
The first of these consists in that they 
fail to render coherent direction. That 
is, they neglect to interrogate their 
penitents on the manner in which they 
had observed the directives given in the 
course of previous confessions. The 
question is: “Did they follow out the in- 
structions diligently and rightly, or not 
at all?” It is well to inquire tactfully 
and delicately into the difficulties and 
repugnances the penitents had experi- 
enced. 


EXHORTATIONS SHOULD BE BRIEF 
AND APPROPRIATE 


The priest runs the risk of falling into 
another fault in guiding such troubled 
souls. It consists in presenting his peni- 
tent with an exhortation prepared in ad- 
vance and fundamentally more or less 
the same. While it may be well con- 
structed, it may not prove effective, be- 
cause it is too general to correspond with 
the particular needs of the individual. 
Such a procedure would be as profitable 
as shoeing a gosling. When such an ex- 
hortation is given from rote and fre- 
quently, it tends to be addressed in a mo- 
notonous and impersonal way; it re- 
mains lifeless. To indulge in long dis- 
courses is unnecessary. Such direction 
should be given in words which are not 
only well-chosen but equally well-timed 
and appropriate. Often a question or 
single remark can produce better results 
than a long-winded discourse. It is im- 
portant here to acquire the art of putting 
questions. The priest in this respect 
should be neither a long-winded preacher 
nor a glib rhetorician, but at all times a 
real physician of souls. For example, the 
two Saints, Francis de Sales and Vincent 
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de Paul, would ordinarily speak to such 
troubled souls in an encouraging and 
compassionate tone, always finding the 
right word at the right moment. A 
word spoken with conviction by the con- 
fessor can very often be the cause of a 
real moral transformation of the peni- 
tent. The words of the confessor, like 
the arrows of Jonathan, must not wound 
or maim, but warn and alert. 

It will readily be admitted that the 
spiritual director can hardly acquit him- 
self efficaciously of his mission unless he 
also possesses moral qualities. In order 
to inspire the scrupulous person with 
complete confidence in him, the priest 
must himself be a man of righteous char- 
acter and unblemished life. This is im- 
portant, because the penitent, strangled 
by his obsessions, is quite suspicious, 
and the least hint of any impropriety will 
shake his trust and confidence. 

Perhaps no one is so well qualified to 
describe the difficulties connected with 
treating scruples as the priest who has 
come in frequent contact with the dis- 
ease. In treating such cases he must 
possess a good measure of patience, the 
patience of Job. In this regard he is 
much like the farmer who labors long 
and hard without seeing the fruits of his 
troubles. But in spite of thorns and 
thistles his efforts eventually begin to 
take root. 


LOVE OF SOULS MUST INSPIRE 
THE PRIEST 


Great though the intellectual and 
moral qualities of the priest may be, he 
will fall short of accomplishing his task, 
if he does not possess in addition to the 
gifts of the mind those of the heart. It 
goes without saying that the first of these 
is love for souls committed to his charge 
—the kind of love God enkindles in 
pure hearts. Small wonder, then, that 
the spiritual masters have always in- 
sisted that without this quality there can 
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be no profound and lasting influence. 
If St. Paul was able to guide successfully 
many bishops and priests and many 
among the faithful in his lifetime, it was 
due to his knowledge of theology and to 
his sound judgment, of course, but espe- 
cially to his great love. Imitating the 
Apostle, the priest must show his peni- 
tents the heart of a true father, who is 
always solicitous about the spiritual wel- 
fare of his children. Further, like Paul, 
he must also possess the tenderness of a 
mother, such as is evident from Paul’s 
Epistles to the Thessalonians. If it is 
easy to be sweetness and goodness itself 
with most penitents, it is burdensome 
and at times irksome to put up with the 
eternal repetitions and absurdities of the 
scrupulous. In Opusculum Iziv, St. 
Thomas demands affability and com- 
passion in the priest so that he may not 
frighten away the penitent by his austere 
demeanor and harsh words. He wants 
the confessor to be pleasant, amiable, 
affable, prudent, discreet, patient, pious 
and good. St. Bonaventure says that 
the affection of a priest for his penitents 
should be much like that of a father for 
his son, of a mother for her offspring, and 
of a wet-nurse towards her infant. ® 

Perhaps few other Saints had so mar- 
vellous a success in guiding souls as St. 
Vincent de Paul and St. Francis de 
Sales. In their treatment of scrupulants 
they were all that Aquinas demands of a 
priest. They bent over to show kind- 
ness and goodness to the penitents. 
Whenever they met discouragement and 
shame in the penitents, they knew how 
to bolster up their morale by a few kind 
words. You can easily perceive this in 
their correspondence. 


CALM AND SERENITY IN 
DEALING WITH PENITENT 


There are other qualities the director 
6 “Apologia Pauperum,” XII, 7 (Quaracchi 
ed., Vol. VIII, p. 318). 











of souls ought to possess. To be able to 
calm his penitents, he must himself give 
them the impression of calm and seren- 
ity. This gives the scrupulant the satis- 
faction that here is a man who is willing 
to take up their case. Naturally, every- 
thing that might give a penitent the im- 
pression that he is wasting the priest’s 
time should carefully be avoided. 

Furthermore, the face of the priest 
must radiate with happiness, sympathy 
and charm, qualities which permeate 
loving children of God. The scrupulous 
person must be able to notice this, when- 
ever advice is given outside tke con- 
fessional. An austere bearing and a 
sour face do not attract. The priest’s 
smile, like Achilles’ spear, must be able 
to cure. There are priests who are so 
agreeable and affable that they seem to 
offer you their heart at the outset and 
ask you for yours. One is quickly at- 
tracted to them. Men such as St. 
Francis of Assisi were charming to such 
a degree as to captivate the hearts not 
only of men and women but of children 
as well. St. Vincent de Paul demands 
cordiality also from a director of souls. 
St. Vincent showed that this is nothing 
more than love of God and neighbor. 
It was this trait that permeated the 
whole person of these two lovable men: 
they were true disciples of the cordial 
Christ, who spread spiritual sunshine 
everywhere. 

The priest moreover, if he is to achieve 
fine results, must at once gain the confi- 
dence and sympathy of the scrupulous 
individual. The first interview is 
usually a decisive one. The scrupulant 
who did not return was perhaps fright- 
ened away, or discouraged, by a brusque 
priest. The first impression is a lasting 
one. 

In answering questions the priest 
should avoid both hesitancy and timid- 
ity. The answer must be given quickly 
enough and with firmness. 
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QUALITIES REQUIRED IN THE 

SCRUPULANT 

It is true that the priest must be en- 
dowed with many qualities to discharge 
his office according to the will of the 
Church and God he serves; but no less 
is it true that the scrupulous person must 
also possess certain qualifications, if he is 
to be aided by the priest. In order to 
be cured, the scrupulant must be docile; 
he must obey his director. But obedi- 
ence on the one hand means that there 
must be authority on the other capable 
of exacting such obedience. The priest 
must, therefore, be firm. Without firm- 
ness there can hardly be a cure. 

According to St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
the scrupulous must show blind obedi- 
ence to the priest. He says that there 
must be no reasoning with them, be- 
cause their imagination is a fool, and 
one does not reason with fools. That 
this obedience is obtained only with ex- 
treme difficulty, and very often not at 
all, is known to all who have treated 
scruples. Since such a blind submis- 
sion is extremely hard for the scrupu- 
lants, the priest must sustain and lead 
them vigorously. 

One cannot insist too strongly that 
the scrupulous remain faithful to their 
director once he has gained their con- 
fidence and sympathy. It is not always 
the priest’s fault if his direction and 
guidance do not achieve good results. 
Often enough it is the penitents’ fault; 
they move continually from confessional 
to confessional without so much as 
giving a little time to the priest to begin 
the treatment. 


ALL DISCUSSION OF OBSESSIONS 
MUST BE BANNED 


Moreover, the priest will forbid as- 
sociation with other scrupulous persons, 
since this merely aggravates a bad 
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condition. Since continuous talking 
about their condition only aggravates 
the disease and accentuates the obses- 
sion, the scrupulous must be influenced 
not to talk about their condition. 
St. Alphonsus,’ a great authority in 
moral matters, upbraids those priests 
(who are quite numerous, he claims) 
who give attentive ear to many ques- 
tions and endless discussions, without 
reassuring the scrupulants withal of 
certain privileges proper to them, known 
to every student of theology. The more 
you discuss the condition with them, the 
deeper are they plunged into the disease. 
If the condition is seated in the imagina- 
tion, their disease is worsened as often 
as they excite the imagination by being 
occupied with the foolish fears of of- 
fending God. But on the other hand, 
if they refrain from speaking of the 
scruples, they naturally think less and 
less of them, and the obsessions grow 
more obscure and finally tend to vanish 
altogether. 

The priest then, endowed with such 
qualities of mind and heart, is quite 
competent in the treatment of scrupu- 
losity. When the case, however, is 
recognized as a serious one and necessi- 
tates medical or psychiatrical care, the 
priest will tell the penitent to see a 
competent and reliable Catholic psychia- 
trist. However, the things mentioned 
above can be of great assistance to the 
priest within his sphere of influence, 
in that he will support and promote 
the treatment prescribed by the psychia- 
trist. Because the religious sphere in 
many cases can and does have a signi- 
ficant importance, the priest’s action 
will become one of the capital factors in 
the cure. 


7 Quoted in D’Agnel and D’Espiney, “‘Direc- 
tion de conscience,” 381. 
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Hommrs FOR THE Monrn 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 


By THOMAS A. FOX, C.S.P. 





Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


Catholic Power and Mr. Blanshard 


“The Son of Man hath power on earth’ (Matt., ix. 6). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) It is not with democracy but with state 
absolutism that the authority and in- 
fluence of the Church are incompatible. 

(2) If Mr. Blanshard were sincerely concerned 
about democracy, he would decry the 
perils to it in the nation as a whole. 

(3) There is another alternative to democracy 
than autocracy, and it may be called 
theocracy. The Church’s power is divine 
and inalienable. 

(4) The Church, like Christ, is a physician to 
sick souls or sinners. She must have the 
power to regulate and prescribe. 

(5) History shows that there is vastly more 
danger of the State seeking to dominate 
the Church than otherwise. 

(6) The real spirit of democracy is found only 
in the Church. 


Brethren: It is interesting to note in 
to-day’s Gospel that the power which 
Christ exercised became a grave source 
of annoyance to certain of His contem- 
poraries. Christ does not now walk the 
earth, but His Church is acting in His 
stead, and like Him she exercises power. 
A powerless Church would ill represent 
the all-powerful God. But nothing 
short of a powerless Church would satisfy 
Mr. Blanshard and his cohorts. For 
observe that it is not merely the Church’s 
influence beyond her confines that sup- 


posedly alarms Mr. Blanshard; he just 
as hotly resents the power she exercises 
over her members. “Democratic gov- 
ernment derives its powers from the 
governed,’ Mr. Blanshard would say. 
‘But the minions of Catholicism have no 
say as to who shall govern their church or 
how it shall be governed. Therefore, 
the Catholic Church is net democratic. 
Itisatyranny. And if one rotten apple 
can cause a whole barrel to rot, so one 
powerful tyranny allowed to flourish in 
our midst can corrupt our democratic 
institutions.” That is specious plead- 
ing. Indeed, when tricked out with 
references to the Church’s marriage 
laws and her teaching against contra- 
ception, which sound so sinister in a 
carnal age like ours, this pleading can be 
very inflammatory. 


DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNMENT 
BY PARTY BOSSES 


If Mr. Blanshard is sincere in his 
vaunted concern for the well-being of 
American democracy, why doesn’t he 
begin his survey of its fortunes with the 
nation as a whole? Are the American 
people as a whole actually governing 
themselves? They have the right of 
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franchise, and at every election they have 
a choice of candidates. But it is rather 
an illusory choice, for the candidates 
have been handpicked by party bosses, 
who usually are concerned first with a 
prospective candidate’s loyalty to the 
party. A man can scarcely be elected 
to any office worthwhile without a party 
machine behind him. ‘To get elected he 
must be the creature and the faithful 
servant of that machine. But the party 
machine is numerically as negligible a 
minority of the electorate as is the Com- 
munist party in Russia to-day. If the 
Communist party governs Russia, and we 
do not consider it a democratic govern- 
ment, then a political machine governs 
the United States, and I hear no com- 
plaints from Mr. Blanshard. 

Does the American State Department 
faithfully represent the American people? 
The American people do not even know 
what their State Department is up to. 
Did the American people take the steps 
that led up to our costly and tragic 
involvement in both World Wars? 
They certainly did not. Both President 
Wilson and President Roosevelt had to 
promise the American people to keep 
them out of war in order to be re-elected 
on its very eve. But I hear no com- 
plaint from Mr. Blanshard. Or take 
trade unionism in America. Is_ the 
autocratic power sometimes exercised 
by union bosses derived from the con- 
sent of the rank and file? Do the rank 
and file of labor cordially endorse the 
costly jurisdictional strikes, the sym- 
pathy strikes and tactical strikes, all the 
assessments and the huge contributions 
to political campaigns—not to mention 
(till recently) the heavy communist 
infiltration? We may be sure that they 
do not. But do I hear any complaint 
from Mr. Blanshard? Is it from the 
stockholders that the management and 
directorates of great corporations derive 
the power which they wield? It is not. 
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But do I hear any complaint from Mr. 
Blanshard? 


PREVAILING TENDENCY TOWARDS 
STATE ABSOLUTISM 


In all these instances a truly popular 
government was probably better than 
an autocratic. But in the secular realm 
Mr. Blanshard is unmoved by the wan- 
ing of popular government on every 
hand. He is not alarmed at the steady 
growth of state absolutism. While 
straining out gnats in his jaundiced 
scrutiny of Catholicism, he is all the 
while swallowing a camel—the growing 
omnipotence and omnicompetence and 
apotheosis of the modern State. He is 
content to have Cesar for his king so 
long as he can get rid of Christ. 

Mr. Blanshard speaks as if there were 
only two alternatives: democracy or 
autocracy. There happens to be a 
third: theocracy. The power wielded 
by the Catholic Church is from God. 
Her constitution is from God; _ her 
doctrines are from God; her Sacraments 
are from God; her teaching authority 
is from God. Her infallible guidance is 
from God, and her sanctions are ratified 
in heaven: “Whatsoever you shall bind 
or loose shall be bound or loosed in 
heaven.... Who despiseth you, de- 
spiseth Me.... Whosesoever sins you 
shall forgive, they are forgiven.... As 
the Father hath sent Me, I also send 
you.” Her continued existence amid an 
ever hostile environment can only be ex- 
plained supernaturally. Her endur- 
ance, therefore, is from God. Her priest- 
hood is an institution of God’s. The 
Church cannot deny her divinity because 
the world will not believe it. She cannot 
forfeit her divine mission because the 
world will not accept it. 


INDEPENDENCE OF CHURCH 
AND STATE 


The Church acknowledges the State 
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to be an independent entity whose 
foundation is natural and whose aims 
are temporal. But the Church also is 
an independent entity, whose origin 
is divine and whose aims are eternal. 
The Church does not seek to make the 
State a department of itself, but neither 
will it allow itself to be made a depart- 
ment of the State. Only this could 
satisfy Mr. Blanshard, and this he shall 
never see. He may succeed in harming 
Catholicism, in subverting Catholics, 
in hamstringing the Church in the exer- 
cise of her power, but he shall never 
alter by a hair’s-breadth the divine and 
authoritative constitution of the Catho- 
lic Church. 

The Church exists to save men. But 
to ask any but a Divine Church to save 
men—to ask a “democratic” church to 
save men—is to ask for men to pull 
themselves up to heaven by their own 
bootstraps. We turn to the Church 
precisely because we cannot go it alone; 
because natural means do not suffice; 
because we must be “born again,” 
because we must “put on Christ.” 
Only Christ can save us by His merits 
and His grace; but He has ordained that 
we shall accept the discipline of His 
Church. No one is coerced into accept- 
ing that discipline. It is conscience that 
makes Catholics of us; but conscience 
is not despotic, unless every dictate of 
honor and decency is a despotic diktat. 
Rational thinking is governed by the 
laws of logic and sanity; bodily health 
is governed by the rules of hygiene; 
artistic proficiency has its laws; social 
concord has its laws; economic well- 
being has its laws. Why should only 
religion be lawless and anarchic? Every 
man is not his own president or police- 
man. Why should every man be his 
own pope? 

History should disabuse Mr. Bland- 
shard of his fanciful fears. If ‘history 
yields any probability in the matter, it is 





not that the Church will control the 
State, but that every State will even- 
tually seek to control the Church. There 
is no fear any longer than the State will 
ever lose any of its powers to the Church, 
but that it will arrogate to itself the 
powers of the Church. If Mr. Blan- 
shard were as keen an observer of events 
and trends as he fancies himself to be, 
he would know that governments no- 
where are “yessing’’ religion to-day; 
rather much self-anointed religion is 
weakly “‘yessing’” government, or the 
spirit of the age, or the secular spirit of 
modern science. The Catholic Church 
cannot become a “‘yes-man,”’ precisely 
because it is not of man. It is of God; 
and it is blasphemous to ask that God 
shall “‘yes’’ His sinful creatures. “‘Be- 
gone Satan! The Lord God shalt thou 
adore, and Him only shalt thou serve.” 
The Catholic Church may be counted 
on to resist any diabolical suggestion 
that she turn the hard sayings of Christ 
into the soft dough of carnal convenience. 
Earnest Catholics are not looking for a 
soft religion but a saving religion. They 
prefer the wide, airy, heaven-kissing 
confines of the Faith to the narrow 
dungeons of infidelity. How much 
better it is to descry with joyous hope 
and confidence the lineaments of Christ 
in His Church than to cower forever at 
the hideous scowl of the modern police 
State! 


MODERN STATE IS INDIFFERENT 
TO WELFARE OF CITIZENS 


To-day’s Epistle says “‘you are made 
rich in Him.” Notice that, Mr. Blan- 
shard. It says “rich.” But, then, the 
only riches you know of are money and 
commodities; things that thieves or 
taxes steal, or rust consumes, or moths 
destroy—bread that perishes. It can 
more and more be said of the modern 
State: “You are made poor in it.”’, 
The cost of government keeps spiraling, 
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together with the cost of living, and the 
value of money keeps falling. What- 
ever else government accomplishes to- 
day, it impoverishes a land. It pro- 
motes and battens on class strife. It 
deceives or confuses its citizens. It is 
arrogant and vindictive towards its 
subjects and bellicose towards its neigh- 
bors. Like the Indians of old, it 
muddles along from one warpath to 
another, but always piously prating of 
everlasting peace. It is monopolistic. 
It is secretive. It flouts considerations 
of justice and constitutional guarantees. 

Some psychiatrists would lead us to 
believe that every father latently hates 
his sons and every mother her daughters. 
Be this as it may, modern government 
does seem to harbor a latent hatred for 


its subjects. Certainly it is unmerciful 
in exploiting them. There is now only 
one place in the world where a man still 
enjoys dignity, inalienable rights and a 
sacred value; where he is enriched, not 
impoverished; ennobled, not exploited; 
told the truth and not deceived; given 
peace and not alarms; filled with hope 
and not despair. And this place is the 
Church of Christ. O, Mr. Blanshard, 
what a sadist you must be, to dash from 
our lips this ecclesiastical pause that 
refreshes; this sweet interval away from 
the blood, sweat and taxes of modern 
citizenship! Even the slaves in the old 
South were allowed to sing their spirit- 
uals. O, Mr. Blanshard, don’t let the 
modern omnipotent State take from us 
even our spirituals. 


Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Meekness Makes a Mighty Leader 


“Learn of Me for I am meek and humble of heart” (Matt., xi. 29). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) Christ bids us heed Him because He is 
meek and lowly of heart. He thus 
stresses qualities of heart as the foremost 
recommendation of a teacher or leader. 

(2) The world in its repugnance has cari- 
calured meekness and humility. This is 
given the lie by the bold and forthright 
conduct of men who were meek and 
humble. 

(3) Lacking these qualities, secitilar leaders 
often fail us. We make light of the 
arrogance and pride of a leader so long 
as he has the mental qualifications. 

(4) Modern science affects a meek and humble 
decorum, but in reality it is boastful 
and pretentious. 

(5) In her supreme teachers, the Fathers and 
Doctors, the Church requires heroic 
holiness as proof of their meekness and 
lowliness of heart. 


Brethren: This saying of Christ is 
usually taken in a very particular sense, 
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as if Christ were saying in effect: 
‘“‘Emulate My meekness and lowliness of 
heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.”” This sense is admissible, of 
course; but isn’t a larger sense admis- 
sible? Not only admissible, but gram- 
matically called for? Then Christ is 
stating, not specifically what we should 
learn from Him, but why we should 
learnfrom Him. After all, you may drop 
out the qualifying clause altogether, and 
have Christ say simply: “Learn of Me 
and you shall find rest for your souls,” 
and the statement is eminently true. 
For just about anything you may learn 
from Christ is conducive to serenity of 
mind. You may learn of Him God’s 
loving care of us, or God’s abounding 
mercy to the penitent sinner, or the 
sure promise of heaven to the just, and 
all these are certainly tranquillizing for 
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the soul. Let us, therefore, see in our 
text the precise grounds on which 
Christ bases His appeal for our docility, 
and then we have matter for some inter- 
esting speculations. 


QUALITIES OF HEART NEEDED IN 
TEACHER OR LEADER 


If Christ is bidding us to become His 
disciples, you would expect Him to ad- 
duce qualities of His mind. He could 
have inabundance. He could have said: 
“Learn of Me because I know all the 
answers.” That would be literally true 
in Christ. Since His human nature was 
substantially joined to the divine, and 
He enjoyed the Beatific Vision and 
Light of Glory throughout His mortal 
life, he could draw on God’s omniscience. 
But Christ stresses rather qualities of 
heart in a teacher and leader, and such 
qualities. Not His incorruptible purity 
and honesty, not His courage and forti- 
tude, not His justice, not His patience, 
not His loving kindness, but His meek- 
ness and lowliness. We would never 
think of these last as peculiarly recom- 
mending a teacher. If you happened 
into a bookstore and saw there a book on 
a subject that interested you, but by an 
author unknown to you, you would 
scan the publisher’s notes about the 
author to see if he might be competent 
in that field. Suppose the blurb read: 
“This author is well worth reading be- 
cause he is meek and lowly of heart.” 
You would cast the book down with 
some deprecatory expletive. We cotton 
to pride and self-conceit; but we look 
askance at meekness and lowliness of 
heart. Meekness and humility smack 
of a sense of inferiority, which is patho- 
logical. 


MEEKNESS AND HUMILITY ARE 
CARICATURED BY WORLD 


The world has found meekness and 
humility repugnant, and therefore it 


has caricatured them. Meekness_ is 
Milquetoast, which is ludicrous and 
contemptible. But where was there a 
trace of Milquetoast in Christ? Even 
in the boy of 12, striking out on His own 
in a vast metropolis, invading the 
magisterial sanctum of the Temple, and 
taking center stage in the discussions 
there; not only listening to the vener- 
able divines, but asking them searching 
questions, so that they marvelled! No 
Milquetoast that. Even more, during 
the opening days of His public life, 
when we see Him advancing along the 
outer courts of that same temple, with 
the evil traffic in flight before Him, awed 
more by His mien and majesty than by 
the whip of knotted cords which He 
brandished. It was no Milquetoast 
that pilloried the Pharisees before the 
multitude, bade the stormy seas be still, 
dismissed the demons with a word, re- 
scinded laws of Moses, walked on the 
waters, and even in the guise of prisoner 
awed cynical Pilate to the marrow of his 
bones; who, even in His death throes 
comported Himself with such dignity 
and self-possession as to make the cen- 
turion cry out: “Indeed this was the 
Son of God.” 

St. Paul became meek and lowly of 
heart, but he was clearly no Milque- 
toast. Cardinal Newman achieved pro- 
found meekness and humility. It stands 
out in his character even before his con- 
version. Honors left him cold. He 
was without envy or jealousy. The 
prestige of born leadership sat lightly on 
his shoulders. Hostility and_vilifica- 
tion and the misunderstanding of friends 
could not shake his equanimity. As the 
Magi of old came meekly and humbly to 
the Cave of Bethlehem, bearing princely 
gifts of gold, incense and myrrh, which 
they laid before a peasant couple and a 
swaddled Babe, so Newman in his zeal 
for truth came meekly and humbly to the 
cave of English Catholicism of that day, 
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bearing the princely gifts of his fame and 
genius, not to mention those master- 
pieces of English literature which he had 
already composed. Yes, Newman was 
meek and lowly of heart, but his oppo- 
nents would have been the first to tell you 
that he was anything but Milquetoast. 
But surely I need go no further in ex- 
ploding this caricature before an audi- 
ence of Catholics. The example of 
Christ alone sufficiently reassures us on 
that score. 


SECULAR LEADERS FAIL THROUGH 
LACK OF HUMILITY 


But why did Christ stress qualities of 
heart in a guide or leader, and particu- 
larly meekness and lowliness? I think 
we have only to scan the history of the 
world’s continual disappointment in its 
leaders to understand why. Our leaders 
in the political and social fields almost 
uniformly failus. Why? Because they 
lack the qualities of mind which at first 
we attributed to them? That is not so. 
The world was not deceived about 
Alexander’s genius, or Cesar’s genius, 
or Napoleon’s genius, or Mussolini’s 
genius, or Hitler’s genius—not to come 
any closer to home and kindle partisan 
resentment. No, the world was not 
deceived about their minds. They had 
superior minds and their minds re- 
mained superior till their deaths. The 
world was deceived about their hearts. 
It was no aberration of mind avhich 
brought disaster to their followers, but 
the iniquity of their hearts. They were 
great men, but they were not good men; 
or if they had once been good, power 
corrupted their goodness. And you 
may also add that it was precisely their 
lack of meekness and humility that 
proved their undoing. 

A proud and vainglorious leader is 
almost certain to abuse his authority. 
Lacking meekness, he is arrogant. 
Lacking humility, he is in error about 
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the two most important relationships in 
his life, his relationship to God and his 
relationship to his fellow-men. To be 
in error about those two relationships is 
to be a fool, even though a genius; and 
how can a fool lead us wisely? Not to 
have meekness and lowliness of heart is 
almost surely to be corrupt; and how 
can corruption lead us incorruptibly? 
Mary was sinless and immaculate; but 
Mary was par excellence meek and lowly 
of heart. “I am the slave of God,” 
she told the Angel; “‘be it done unto me 
according to His word.” 

But we never learn. We still look 
only to a leader’s mental qualifications. 
Is he a genius? Is he shrewd? Is he 
clever? Is he a good phrase-maker? 
Is he an astute politician? Is he learned? 
Is he resourceful in political combat? Is 
he dexterous in diplomacy? Does he 
improvise readily in emergencies? Can 
he tunnel through the Constitution? 
Does he have pat solutions for every 
problem? You are a wry skeptic or a 
dour independent if you should happen 
to ask: “Is he a man of principle? 
Is he honest? Is he incorruptible? 
Is he faithful to his promises? Does he 
clearly appreciate that he is not God? 
Does he have any sense of his limita- 
tions? Does he fancy himself as singu- 
larly wise? Is he jealous and vindic- 
tive? Is he mean? Is he prudent and 
temperate and continent? Does he 
accept counsel? Is he puffed up by 
success?” 


AFFECTED HUMILITY OF MODERN 
SCIENTISTS 


There must be something to Christ’s 
stressing of meekness and humility in a 
teacher since modern science has ap- 
propriated Christ’s saying to itself. 
Modern science considers itself the 
supreme teacher of the modern world. 
Science is master in the modern man- 
sion. Philosophy, theology and even 
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the arts must use the tradesmen’s 
entrance, and are lucky to be admitted 
at all. Any knowledge not labelled 
scientific is bootleg. It is bottled in 
Babel. The halls of philosophy and 
theology to-day are an intellectual slum. 
Science rules the Gold Coast, and toler- 
ates the arts as a night-club entertainer. 
And what is the claim of science to our 
docility? Why, exactly the claim of 
Christ. “Learn of me,” says science, 
“because I am meek and humble of 
heart.”” Then it prates about the dis- 
interestedness of scientific study, its 
spirit of dedication, its spirit of sacrifice. 

So much for, I suppose, its meekness. 
And its humility? Why,  science’s 
“ready acquiescence in fact.” Is sci- 
ence really meek? Read “Science Is a 
Sacred Cow.” The author is himself a 
scientist of repute. He became a leader 
in the scientific Israel. But, as with 
many Communists nowadays, he be- 
came disillusioned. He tells us there of 
the insufferable arrogance of science. 
He ridicules its vaunted infallibility. 
He makes sport of its pretensions at 
forming and disciplining the mind. 
He exposes the utter secularism and 
immorality of its outlook and spirit. 
He reveals its inter-party spites and 
jealousies and its groveling materialism. 
Like the serpent, science must ever 
crawl on its belly. He shows how it has 
conveniently forgotten its sordid origins 
in magic and the black arts; but it has 
not lost the black artist’s antipathy to 
religion. But what of science’s ready 
acquiescence in fact? This may obtain 
in physics, whose conclusions are mathe- 
matically demonstrable, but the ac- 
quiescence in fact is not so ready else- 
where. To acquiesce in a mathematical 
demonstration is not humility but simply 


sanity. Not do to so would be the 
height of paranoia. And does science 
not have its superstitions? Its wishful 
thinking, its unfounded theories? What 
of the theoretical evolution of species? 
No, science is not meek and lowly of 
heart, and therefore science should not 
supplant Christ as the supreme teacher 
of mankind. 


SANCTITY FIRST PREREQUISITE 
IN CHURCH TEACHERS 


I suppose the supreme teaching body 
in the Church is the Fathers and Doctors 
of the Church. They teach the theo- 
logians, who in turn teach.us. When 
the Pope would define what we must 
believe and do in order to be saved, he 
has recourse to the Fathers and Doc- 
tors. Papal utterance is ever replete 
with reference to them. That is why 
I call them the supreme teaching body 
in the Church. But who can qualify 
for that body, and what qualifies whom? 
Certainly not mere genius. There have 
been geniuses in theology and Scripture 
aplenty who never rose to that august 
height. Looking over the membership 
of that body, you see that sanctity is a 
prerequisite. Only with the Saint is the 
Church assured of that meekness and 
lowliness of heart which must first 
qualify a man to be her teacher. The 
Church learned this from Christ. Is it 
any wonder, then, that she has been so 
well served in her teachers? Great 
holiness heals the blindness of the 
human soul, and since we have great 
Saints for our Fathers and Doctors, we 
Catholics are guided by the seeing-eye 
of holiness. That is why we escape the 
pitfalls. But a blind world turns only 
to blind leaders, and both fall together 
into the pit. 
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 


The Spirit of Deference in a Democracy 


“He went down to Nazareth and was subject to them’ (Luke, ii. 51). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) A lively spirit of deference is indigenous 
with great men. 

(2) The greatest of men was phenomenally 
deferential. 

(3) Deference chastens the genius of greal men 
and keeps them from becoming crack- 
pots. 

(4) The spirit of deference in Catholics is a 
healthy thing for American democracy. 


Brethren- We are inclined to think 
that great men are a law unto them- 
selves. Especially where genius is con- 
cerned, we are prepared for a measure of 
eccentricity. We are inclined to think 
of all great men as in some measure 
“self-made.” After all, a stream does 
not rise above its source. But who can 
source greatness? Who can source a 
Lincoln, a Washington or a Winston 
Churchill? If such men derive, it is 
from the welling spring of their genius 
alone. Obedience and deference are 
for us small fry. We exempt great men 
from all leading strings. The ancients 
imagined their demigods originating in 
mystery—from the brain of Jove or full- 
panoplied from an ocean wave. We, 
too, are inclined to beg the question of 
how our great men got that way. It 
would ill become great men to be defer- 
ential. To whom, but to their peers? 
But one should respect one’s peers, and 
not be deferential to them. 


SPIRIT OF DEFERENCE FOUND 
IN GREAT MEN 


I finally learned that the opposite is 
true. And I learned it from reading 
Dante’s “Divina Commedia.” Hilaire 
Belloc once penned an essay showing 
that England’s rugged heroes of the 
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brine and battlefield were quick to 
tears. The discovery must have shaken 
his worship. I, too, have found that 
great ..en are characteristically deferen- 
tial. Toscanini is one of the greatest 
orchestral conductors of all time. Noth- 
ing is more often observed about him 
than his almost abject deference to the 
intentions of the composer as he under- 
stands them. Now, Toscanini, with his 
profound knowledge of music and experi- 
ence of orchestral effects, could con- 
ceivably take liberties with a score. 
He could conceivably improve many a 
score by doing so. But,doeshe? Heis 
a veritable hound for rendering a score 
faithfully, for better or for worse. Or 
take Robert Louis Stevenson. He is one 
of the immortals of English literature. 
Yet, we find him confessing to “playing 
the sedulous ape to Hazlitt,’ who 
wasn’t one-two-three with Stevenson 
in literary excellence. I am almost 
tempted to say that great men are miser- 
ably deferential. 

But to return to Dante, his deference 
to the Roman poet, Vergil, is almost 
naive. His deference to Beatrice resem- 
bles rather the dependence of a child 
on its mother. He is deferential to the 
Church, though not always to church- 
men. He is deferential to Aquinas, 
St. Bernard, and sundry others. The 
docile Dante, I would call him. I con- 
fess that I sometimes have been irked by 
the chronic deference of Dante, particu- 
larly to Vergil; as Mr. Blanshard is 
irked by the deference of Catholics to 
their Church. But I would never be 
fool enough to challenge it. For I know 
that it is a rationabile obsequium, a 
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reasoned submission to exalted influ- 
ence, and that the Tuscan singer would 
pulverize me in reply. Would that 
Blanshard had the modesty not to 
rationalize his irritations! 

Newman’s deference was similar. He 
really towered over Keble and Pusey; 
but he deferred to them as a son to his 
father. Any number’ of _ persons 
achieved a specious greatness in history 
because Newman admired them and 
even looked up to them. Even Cicero 
added cubits to his stature because 
Newman chose him as his model in the 
art of eloquence. Or take Newman’s 
deference to truth, and the awful sacri- 
fices that it entailed for him. Compare 
Cardinal Mindzenty’s present condition 
with his former, and you will get some 
notion of the frightful change that sub- 
mission to Rome involved for Newman. 
But his deference forced him to submit. 
It was like the Boy Christ, going down 
to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph and 
being subject to them. The Catholic 
Church in England of Newman’s day 
was hardly more than the three youths in 
the fiery furnace, and Newman chose to 
join them—not from deference to them, 
but from deference to the light and lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. If Newman had 
been a law unto himself, as we too easily 
suppose great men to be, his instinctive 
repugnance to Catholicism would have 
kept him from submitting to the Church. 


CHRIST AS THE SUPREME MODEL 
OF DEFERENCE 


But the greatest example of this 
deference is Christ Himself. Though, 
as the Second Person of the Most 
Blessed Trinity, he was co-equal with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, His was 
the most deferential attitude towards 
God of any man that ever walked this 
earth. He could say truly: “‘My very 


food is to do the will of My Father.” 
He “‘was led by the Holy Spirit.” He 








would not glorify Himself, but waited 
for the Father to glorify Him. Christ 
would spend whole nights in prayerful 
deference to the Father. Indeed, 
Christ’s deference to the Father has 
been a source of scandal to some. 
They cannot envisage Christ being God, 
since He was so deferential to God: 
“The Father is greater than I.... Iam 
meek and lowly of heart.” But should 
God be meek? Should God be lowly of 
heart? Since Christ was man as well as 
God, we understand Him as man being 
deferential to God. But Christ was 
also deferential to men. He was “sub- 
ject” to His Mother and St. Joseph; 
you may even say that on some occa- 
sions He deferred to the Apostles. At 
least, He once washed their feet. In- 
deed, He deferred to us all when He 
mingled with sinners and took our sins 
upon Him. How well Paul understood 
this! Humiliavit semetipsum—He de- 
graded Himself, taking the form of a 
slave. Factus est peccatum—He became 
sin, the lowest and vilest thing in crea- 
tion. He deferred to the Passion, which 
was the greatest deference imaginable. 


LACK OF DEFERENCE MAKES MEN 
CRACKPOTS 


This spirit of deference is foundational 
in truly great men. If Augustine, Aqui- 
nas and Dante had not had a filial defer- 
ence towards the great minds that lived 
before them, their own minds would not 
have developed greatly. Their genius 
would have but made pernicious crack- 
pots of them, as in the case of Luther, 
Rousseau and Marx. Deference to Plato 
and St. Ambrose made a Catholic of 
Augustine. Dante’s deference to tradi- 
tion and authority restrained his vol- 
canic indignation at abuses in the Church 
and saved him from revolt. And what 
a devastating revolt that would have 
been! Luther was deferential to noth- 
ing but Dr. Luther. He even laid vio- 


1133 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





lent hands on Scripture, whose ready 
servant he affected to be. Marx set at 
naught all the accumulated wisdom of 
the race, and gave us a paranoid inter- 
pretation of history called dialectical 
materialism. He invented a mythical 
proletariat—innocens manibus et corde, 
free from original sin—and invested it 
with a persecution complex. 

And it is just this spirit of deference in 
Catholics that seems most to irk Mr. 
Blanshard. We are just too obedient to 
suit him. People obey the priests, 
priests obey their bishops, bishops obey 
the Pope. Catholics defer to the 
Church’s laws regarding marriage. 
They defer to her right to condemn con- 
traception. They defer to her wisdom in 
having parochial schools. But so much 
obedience is dangerous in a democracy, 
says Mr. Blanshard. I should think 
rather that it would be a healthy offset to 
all the lawlessness and delinquency that 
prevail. Our prisons and reform schools 
are overcrowded, presumably with the 
disobedient. Our traffic courts cannot 
meet the call upon them presumably 
because of mounting disobedience to 
traffic regulations. The bureau of in- 
ternal revenue is forced to snoop and 
spy and fine and jail, presumably be- 
cause there is an ever-growing indif- 
ference to tax legislation. Juvenile 
delinquency reaches alarming propor- 
tions, presumably because children are 
wanting in deference to school and home. 
Divorces multiply and crimes of violence 


increase, presumably because there is a 
waning deference for one’s plighted troth 
or for the lives and property of others. 


DEFERENCE A HEALTHY THING 
IN CATHOLICS 


But amidst all these running sores on 
the body politic, Mr. Blanshard ob- 
serves a hard, healthy core of deference 
and obedience among Catholics, and he 
is hacking at it as if it were a carbuncle. 
How can a democracy be completely 
sick if this sound tissue is left to grow? 
Why, it could even happen that the 
morbidities might finally yield to the 
sound tissue, and then we should have a 
completely healthy democracy. ‘Perish 
the thought!” cries Mr. Blanshard. An 
obedient democracy? It is a contradic- 
tion in terms. People so systematically 
trained to obey as are Catholics make 
poor citizens ina democracy. “If I had 
served my God as I have served my 
King,” repined Cardinal Wolsey. “Tut, 
tut,” interrupts Blanshard. “No silly 
regrets, your Eminence! If you had 
served your God, you could not have 
served your King.” The State, speak- 
ing through Pilate, said of the most 
religious Person that ever existed: ‘“‘I 
find no cause in Him. He is innocent.” 
If Paul Blanshard had been Pilate, he 
would have said: “It is enough for me 
that He is so deferential to the will of His 
Father. Let Him be crucified.” 

Brethren, maybe after all Blanshard’s 
book is a left-handed compliment to us. 


Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
The Holy Spirit and the Iron Curtain 


“The Spirit of the Lord pervades the earth.”’ 


SYNOPSIS: 


(1) Since the Paraclete is pure Spirit, He 
cannot be fenced in. 
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(2) Anti-Christian propaganda cannot em- 
barrass the Holy Spirit. 

(3) The tide of Christianity ebbs and flows, but 
it always returns. 
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(4) The Holy Spirit cannot be checked in His 
convert work by slander, and each soul 
hears Him in its own tongue. 

(5) His continual witness to Christ is charac- 
terized by directness, freshness, im- 
mediacy, intimacy and Pentecostal 
power. 

(6) It is chiefly through the Holy Spirit that 

the Father glorifies His Son. 


Brethren: One of the most comfort- 
ing things to recall about the Holy Spirit 
is that He is a spirit. Christ said of the 
Holy Spirit that He would bear witness 
to Him. The Church too must bear 
witness to Christ. But in an age of 
Iron Curtains it is becoming inceasingly 
difficult for corporeal entities like the 
Church to bear such witness against the 
wishes of an irreligious State. You can 
silence the corporeal, but you cannot 
silence the purely spiritual. My word 
to you this morning, then, is chiefly this: 
“Don’t get too despondent over the sup- 
pression of the Church’s voice in certain 
large areas of the globe. Stalin may 
be a match just now for the Pope, but he 
is no match for the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit will continue to bear witness 
to Christ behind the Iron Curtain, and 
some day the fruits of His activity will 
appear.” 

But what about all this anti-Christian 
propaganda that is going round? Will 
not the effects of this present an insuper- 
able barrier to the breathing of the Holy 
Spirit? Notatall, brethren. As Christ 
illumined sightless eyes at a touch, so a 
touch from the Holy Spirit suffices to 
brush away the scales of propaganda 
from the human soul. The Holy Spirit 
has succeeded so brilliantly and so often 
in cases of this kind, that it hardly befits 
us to question His power now. 


THE HOLY GHOST VERSUS PAUL— 
AND STALIN 


I think we may treat St. Paul’s con- 
version as a conversion by the Holy 
Spirit. 


And even if some would dis- 








pute this, there are lots of other almost 
equally impressive instances to turn to. 
Saul of Tarsus’ capacity for seeing the 
truth of Christianity was overlaid with 
layer upon layer of hard-encrusted mis- 
conception and erroneous ideas about 
the Christian movement. His mind had 
been thoroughly biased against Chris- 
tians, and his heart had been furiously 
antagonized. He abominated Chris- 
tianity as a monstrous, depraved, un- 
godly thing—a thing to be ruthlessly 
extirpated forthwith, if God were not to 
curse his nation. If Communist or any 
other anti-religious propaganda to-day 
could make zealots like Saul of Tarsus, 
it would consider itself effective beyond 
its fondest hopes. 

And yet, at a touch of the Holy 
Spirit, all that debris of error and prej- 
udice vanished like mist, and before we 
can so much as catch our breath, Saul is 
beseeching Baptism from the Church. 
As if Othello in the act of strangling 
Desdemona were suddenly to release his 
grip, fall to the ground at her feet, con- 
vulsed with love and lament—there is 
Paul prostrate at the feet of the Bride of 
Christ, whom but a moment before he 
was furiously trying to strangle. Here 
is the immense advantage of the Holy 
Spirit’s witness to Christ: its direct- 
ness, its immediacy, its intimacy, its 
Pentecostal force. The Church in her 
apologetical preaching has to mount the 
arduous stairs of argument and knock 
at the door of the mind. But the Holy 
Spirit mounts no stairs; He enters a 
man’s mind, “the door being closed.” 
Yes, it will take more than Stalin’s 
Iron Curtains and diabolical propaganda 
to stop the Holy Spirit. 

The effect of propaganda on people is 
like the toxic effect of alcohol or the 
narcotic effect of dope on its addicts. 
They wear off. The alcoholic or dope 
addict escapes from reality for a spell, 
but his stupor passes and reality returns 
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full upon him. The ocean tides ebb and 
flow, and so does Christianity have an 
ebb and flow. When it is at ebb tide, 
fiends grow arrogant and work their 
mischief. They mock us and say that 
Christianity will never return. Fools! 
Truth and the tide always return. 


GOD CANNOT BE EXILED FROM 
HIS EARTH 


You cannot exile Christ from the 
earth that He created and then crim- 
soned with His Blood. God created 
only one hell of atheism and irreligion, 
and He will not allow you to create an- 
other. If Christ could triumph over 
Satan himself in the desert, He can cer- 
tainly in His Risen Glory triumph over 
Stalin in the Kremlin. Some day 
Christ will stand over the anguished 
body of Russia, now possessed by Stalin, 
and say: “Go out of him, thou unclean 
spirit.’ How hollow a thing the empire 
of Napoleon was seen to have been when 
it suddenly collapsed! How hollow too 
was the Roman Imperium! Just as 
hollow will Stalin’s empire be seen to 
have been when the measure of its iniq- 
uity is filled and God calls it a day for 
Communism. 

Another immense advantage of the 
Holy Spirit is that He cannot be smeared. 
He addresses Himself silently to the 
soul, and therefore His words cannot be 
garbled, as were the words of Christ. 
He has no human side to take scandal at 
and no earthly history to distort. He 
breatheth where He listeth, and there- 
fore His movements cannot be checked 
or discounted in advance. He never 
has to go into retirement and hiding 
from His enemies, since they cannot lay 
hands on Him. He can carry on His 
convert work even in the lairs of His 
enemies, and indeed can have audience 
even with these enemies themselves. 
He can adopt many disguises. He can 
disguise His appeal as simply reason or 
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good sense, as any of the arts, as sym- 
pathy for the oppressed and the under- 
dog, as conservatism or respect for tradi- 
tion, as succour to the moral derelict, as 
concern for the fate of civilization, as 
the champion of honor and decency, as 
solicitude for human freedom and dig- 
nity, as repugnance to slavery, as zeal 
for the purity of marriage and the 
sanctity of the home. He can even turn 
the weapons of His enemies against 
themselves. He can make their premises 
lead to His conclusions. 


THE PARACLETE BREATHETH 
WHERE HE LISTETH 


Convert literature abounds in our 
day, and it exhibits the multifarious 
attraction of the Holy Spirit. He drew 
a Chesterton differently from a New- 
man, a Knox differently from a 
Manning, a Luce differently from a 
Lunn, and so on endlessly. And in the 
first stages of their conversion not one of 
them knew that his progress was Rome- 
wards, or that it was the Holy Spirit 
that was leading him on. In the early 
stages, none of them would have heeded 
the Church, but they did heed the Holy 
Spirit. Indeed, Mr. Stalin, you are no 
match for the Holy Spirit. You may 
throttle the Church, you cannot throttle 
Him. He is identified with no section 
of the earth. He is neither of the West 
nor of the East. He pervadeth the 
earth, and He breatheth where He 
listeth. 

Another advantage enjoyed by the 
Holy Spirit in His convert work is that 
His appeal is ever fresh and timely, and 
is delicately attuned to the needs, sym- 
pathies and situation of the individual. 
His advance is intellectual to some and 
moral to others. He appeals to the poet 
as poet, to the philosopher as philos- 
opher, to the scientist as scientist. He 
is elegant with the patrician, and 
“homey” or “folksy” with the peasant. 
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And His most winning advances of all 
are to children. His witness to Christ 
touches life at every point. The 
“labyrinthine ways’ of man are an 
open book to Him, and He pursues him 
easily “down the nights and down the 
days, and down the arches of the 
years.” He seeks out the soul “in the 
mist of tears or under running laughter.” 
Baffled at last by life and disconsolate, 
the soul recognizes that “the gloom is 
but the shade of His hand outstretched 
caressingly.”’ 

Christ said that His Father would 
glorify Him, and Christ was referring 
especially to the glorification of Himself 
by the Father here on earth. God has 
various ways to glorify Christ. The 


Church and her success with souls and 
her magnificent history are a standing 
glorification of Christ. The eventual 
reduction to absurdity of every error 
and heresy is a glorification of the truth 
of Christ. The lives of the Saints are a 
glorification of Christ. The steady 
influx of converts in every age is a glori- 
fication of Christ. And this brings us 
to the Holy Spirit. It is chiefly by the 
witness which the Holy Spirit bears to 
Christ that the Father glorifies His 
Son. Now, I think I have sufficiently 
shown that nothing could conceivably 
happen to prevent the Holy Spirit from 
bearing that witness to Christ. And 
so I repeat: keep up your courage, 
brethren. 


Feast of Christ the King 


Will Christ Regain His Throne? 


“Art Thou, then, a King?” 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) Christ cannot abdicate His sovereignty 
over the souls of men. 

(2) When He loses that sovereignty, He has 
powerful backing and influence in His 
bid to retain it. 

(3) His Father is bent on vindicating the 
sovereignty of Christ, and the Catholic 
Church is industriously promoting il. 
They are redoubtable antagonists, as 
Communism will learn to its sorrow. 

(4) Christ’s influence is universal, and His 
greatest appeal is to the multitude, 
contemptuously called by Reds ‘“‘the 
proletariat.” 

(5) Nowadays you cannot even attack Christ 
without invoking Christ. But pseudo- 
idealism is eventually unmasked. 


Brethren: Christ may have been 
dethroned as King in large areas of the 
world, but Christ has not abdicated. 
This is an important and very reassuring 
distinction. We know something about 
dethroned kings who have not abdi- 


(Gospel). 


cated. We know, first of all, that they 
never weary in their efforts to regain 
their throne. Christ, therefore, is striv- 
ing to regain His lost throne, and that 
should be a comforting reflection. Now, 
some dethroned kings are considered so 
innocuous that they are even allowed to 
reside within their erstwhile kingdoms. 
Others are regarded as such a real 
threat to the succeeding government 
that they are forced to live in exile. It 
should occur to us at once that Stalin is 
fiercely trying to exile Christ from be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. Stalin evi- 
dently considers Christ as still a real 
threat to Communism, and again this 
fact should afford us some meed of con- 
solation, Stalin is far more contemptuous 
of the power of United States than he is 
of the power of Christ. And yet there 
is no likelihood whatever that Christ 
will ever hurl an H-bomb or launch a 
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military campaign against the Reds. 
It is curious that Stalin should fear 
Christ so. There can be only one ex- 
planation, and that is that he has been 
tipped off by Satan. 


CHRIST’S KINGSHIP CONCEDED 
EVEN BY STALIN 


What makes a dethroned king formid- 
able? The backing and the influence 
that he enjoys. The Pretender to the 
throne of France has such negligible 
backing and influence that he is now free 
to live in France. The Pretender to the 
throne of Spain has no backing and 
influence that Franco could not easily 
cope with. He too, I imagine, could 
return to Spain. The pretensions to 
the thrones of Germany, Austria and 
Italy have little popular backing, and 
the pretension to the throne of Portugal 
is obsolete. But Christ’s “pretension” 
to His throne is far from obsolete, and it 
has powerful backing. Stalin may have 
made slighting remarks about the Pope 
at Teheran, but he is not underestimat- 
ing Christ. About a decade ago when 
Princess Radziwill conferred with Stalin 
in Moscow, she remonstrated with him 
about the disappearance of her favorite 
ikon of the Virgin, which had been 
publicly enshrined under the Czars. 
Stalin hastened to reassure her that said 
ikon was safely preserved in a warehouse, 
and then added: “And no doubt it will 
be back in its accustomed niche some 
day.” It is funny about apostates, as 
we learn from Judas: they never quite 
lose their faith in Christ. Judas re- 
tained his faith in Christ’s innocence, 
and it would seem that Stalin has re- 
tained faith in Christ’s power. It 
would seem from the Radziwill story 
that he assumes that Christ will regain 
His throne behind the Iron Curtain. 

A “pretender” needs great backing 
and influence if he is to regain his throne. 
What is Christ’s backing, and what His 
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influence? It is no exaggeration to say 
that Christ has the most powerful back- 
ing imaginable in His bid to regain His 
throne: “If you ask the Father any- 
thing in My name, He will give it to 
you.” That is simply if we ask. But 
what if Christ Himself asks the Father? 
Think you not that He will have His 
request granted? Now, Christ is surely 
asking for the return of His throne. 
There has never been a dethroned king 
who did not want his throne back, and 
Christ is no exception. This is par- 
ticularly so with Christ, for His motive 
is not selfish. Zeal for souls compels 
Him. He must rule to save. 


DAVID’S VISION OF CHRIST 
THE KING 


David with his prophetic vision real- 
ized this. Hear what he says in the 
Second Psalm: “See how the rulers of 
the earth stand in array, how they make 
common cause against the Lord, and 
against the King He hasanointed, crying: 
‘Let us break away from their bondage, 
let us throw off their yoke!’ He who 
dwells in heaven is laughing at their 
threats, the Lord makes light of them; 
and at last, in His displeasure, He will 
speak out; His fierce anger will hurl 
them into confusion. To me He has 
given a kingly throne...; He told 
me: “Thou art My son.... Ask thy 
will of Me, and thou shalt have the 
nations for thy patrimony.... Thou 
shalt herd them like sheep ... break 
them in pieces like earthenware.” 

Brethren, that is far truer now than 
when David wrote. The revolt against 
the Kingship of Christ is now conscious 
and direct. But do you imagine that 
God is less concerned to vindicate the 
sovereignty of His Son? Christ has the 
backing of the Father in His defense of 
His sovereignty, and do you imagine 
that the Father has become impotent to 
help Him? Who is like to God, or who 
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can withstand Him? If angelic princi- 
palities and powers failed, do you ima- 
gine that Stalin and his minions will 
succeed—or the Masons, or Blanshard 
and his dupes? 


CATHOLIC LOYALTY TO 
CHRIST THE KING 


The Catholic Church is industriously 
promoting the sovereignty of Christ, 
and she is no mean rival, even without 
the atom bomb. Her armaments are 
moral and spiritual, but they are mighty 
nonetheless. For now two thousand 
years the Church has seen the ever- 
recurrent decay of political and military 
power. She has encountered many 
police states and sovereignties founded 
on fear, and she has seen how they have 
all risen only to fall. Stalin asked at 
Teheran how many tanks the Pope had. 
Thank God, the answer was “none.” 
For there have been times when Catholic 
princes have sought to supplement the 
moral and spiritual power of the Church 
with their armaments, and the effect was 
always to weaken the moral and spirit- 
ual power of the Church. 

Her strength is in God and in the 
Word of God. Her strength is in the 
truth of her teachings and the divine 
warrant of her precepts. Her strength 
is in divine grace. Her strength is in 
her Saints, on earth and in heaven. 
Her strength is in the faith and piety of 
her faithful. There is no other strength 
like it on earth; and when the rulers of 
the earth oppose it, they are only sign- 
ing their death warrants. Persons who 
imagine that the Church seeks to aug- 
ment or exert that strength by “playing 
politics” must have a very moronic 
notion of the Church. She has looked 
over the shoulders of the all-time mas- 
ters at playing politics, and she has seen 
them one after another lose their shirts. 
She wants no part of that “sucker” 


game. 





EVEN OPPONENTS OF CHRIST 

HAVE TO INVOKE HIM 

Christ has the strongest possible back- 
ing in His bid for the sovereignty over 
men’s souls, and His influence with 
mankind in general is tremendous. 
There is this curious thing about Christ: 
to oppose Him you have to invoke Him. 
Every heresy through the centuries has 
had to do so. Even political attackers 
of the Church have done so. Some- 
times they mask the political motive of 
their attack by affecting to serve some 
pseudo-Christian idealism. They pre- 
tend to be championing some current 
heresy, as Henry VIII and Elizabeth did 
in England, and as the German Princes 
did in Luther’s day. 

Here is a curious irony about attacks 
on Christ: to be strong, they must 
borrow strength from Him. You ob- 
serve something similar in the case of 
the American Reds. They are zealots 
for the Bill of Rights. They know it 
better than the average loyal citizen. 
Why? Because it insures them freedom 
of movement, freedom to clam up before 
Grand Juries and Congressional com- 
mittees, freedom to propagandize, free- 
dom for espionage, freedom to recruit 
members and subvert the loyalty of 
Americans. And just as the Bill of 
Rights is perverted into a base of attack 
on the sovereignty of our nation, so the 
Bible is perverted by Protestantism into 
a base of attack on the sovereignty of 
Christ in His Church. But the Bill of 
Rights was never intended by its authors 
to be a basis of attack on the nation, and 
the Bible was never intended by its 
Author to be a basis of attack on the 
Church. Now, Christ in our day is al- 
ways attacked in His Church. Willy- 
nilly, she fronts for Him. But you can 
only attack the Church on grounds of 
idealism. And whence must you draw 
that idealism? Why, from Christ, 
from the Sermon on the Mount—from 
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the very teachings of the Church you 
attack. That is why I say that, in 
attacking Christ, the main strength of 
your attack must come from Christ. 
Fortunately for us, Communism has 
lost much of its specious appeal. When 
it was simply a theory and untried, its 
pseudo-idealism took many into camp. 
But now, Communism is chiefly the 
Politburo, and the members of the 
Politburo are not theorists or idealists 
but politicians. Being politicians, they 
could not long disguise their lust for 
power. In losing those overtones of 
idealism which it borrowed from Christ, 
the movement has lost its main strength 
in attacking Christ. Therefore, we 
may not unreasonably hope for a de- 
terioration in its fortunes. The moment 
may be at hand when God “‘in His fierce 
anger will hurl them into confusion.” 


TREMENDOUS INFLUENCE OF 
CHRIST OVER ALL MEN 


All this, brethren, points to the tre- 
mendous influence of Christ. That 
influence extends far beyond the con- 
fines of the Church or even the outer 
marches of heresy. Prime Minister 
Nehru of India, for instance, spoke of 
Christ to a certain Jesuit missionary as 
“the greatest leader of men the world 
has ever known.” Probably the sin- 
cerest, and certainly the ablest, non- 
Catholic leader of our times was 
Mahatma Gandhi. His profound re- 
gard for Christ is well known.” Even a 
low anti-Christian mentality like H. G. 
Wells’ was impelled to place Christ at 
the head of his list of the ten greatest 
leaders of all time. But as always, His 
greatest influence is with the multitude, 
with the unsophisticated. He cham- 
pioned the real proletariat nearly two 
thousand years, before Communism 
championed a mythical proletariat. No 
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malignant hireling like Communism can 
supplant Christ for long in the hearts of 
the proletariat—to use the Communists’ 
own odious expression for the multitude. 

The multitude can be duped, but they 
are not utter fools. Indeed, Com- 
munism has recruited its most enthusi- 
astic converts from the intelligentsia. 
A Budenz, Bentley, Chambers, Hiss, 
Harold Ware, Vanderbilt Field, et al., 
are not of the multitude. They are the 
bourgeoisie. If Communism could win 
the multitude, it could win free elec- 
tions, but, as Anne O’Hare McCormick 
has pointed out, Communism has never 
won a free election. Christ’s life was 
saved for over a year because the Jewish 
rulers feared that to touch Him would 
be to cause a tumult among the multi- 
tude. It was the multitude that flocked 
into the early Church. And on the 
shoulders of the multitude He will 
finally be borne back to His throne. 

“Art Thou then a king?” asked Pilate. 
“Verily thou sayest that I am King,” 
replied Christ. Not a political king. 
Not a military leader. Not a ruler sur- 
rounded with earthly pomp and circum- 
stance. Not the arch-proponent of any 
temporal millenium. Such men are not 
loved as Christ is loved. The craven 
submission to their will is not the obedi- 
ence that Christ receives. They cannot 
say with Christ: ‘Before Abraham was, 
Iam.” Or: “All power is given to Me 
in heaven and onearth.” Or: “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but My word 
shall never pass away.” Or: “Come to 
Me all ye that labor and are heavily 
burdened.” Or: “Arise and walk.” 
Or: “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” Or: 
“This day thou shalt be with Me in para- 
dise.”” These are the utterances of a 
King, indeed! A King so sorely neces- 
sary to mankind that it will never finally 
permit Him to be dethroned! 











The Five- Year-Old Goes to 
Kindergarten 


By PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


A CHILD entering school for the 
first time has had little experience in 
social living. The social experiences 
that he has had in his home environment 
are radically different from those he will 
begin to have in the free give-and-take of 
school life. Even his play activities in 
the pre-school period have not involved 
more than a group of two to four children 
of his own age. These few companions 
of his own group have become his 
special friends, or, more correctly, were 
admitted to his limited group because 
they were his special friends. Entering 
the kindergarten, he comes into close 
contact with a much larger group, 
twenty or thirty in number. The 
transition is not easy. He needs to 
gain acceptance as a participating mem- 
ber of this larger group, and to feel 
secure in his relationship with its mem- 
bers. It takes the wise guidance of a 
teacher and an absence of intense for- 
mality in the atmosphere of the kinder- 
garten to effect an easy transition from 
home to school. The close codperation 
of principal, teacher, and parent is 
necessary to happiness in kindergarten. 
A saving sense of humor will sustain the 
teacher amid the woes of adjustment on 
the part of the pupils. Above all, she 
must have regard for the needs of chil- 
dren. It is perilous for her to assume that 
her study of kindergarten techniques 
and of child psychology have taught her 
all she needs to know about children. 
Each individual child must be per- 


mitted, and helped, to develop in all 
things at his own rate. The teacher 
must avoid pressing the pupil beyond 
his capacity. 


“Expecting more than a child can 
do, can be devastating for that child, 
but not expecting enough of him can 
retard his growth and help him to lose 
his incentive. It is important not to 
make the child feel fearful, inade- 
quate, or rejected because of failure. 
The teacher can help children to con- 
trol emotional reactions, which are 
often violent at this age. The child 
is not ‘capable of making all his own 
decisions, but needs guidance and as- 
sistance in meeting his problems. Per- 
haps the greatest help is sympathetic 
reassurance that will allay a child’s 
fear and enable him to meet the situa- 
tion more adequately. The teacher’s 
attitude toward all childrenin all situa- 
tions must be one of gentleness, sym- 
pathetic understanding, and patient 
tolerance” (Bulletin 233-B, Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, Harris- 
burg, 1949, p. 488). 


CHARACTERISTICS OF 

FIVE-YEAR-OLDS 

The planner of the kindergarten 
program can be of great assistance to 
the teacher through proper regard for 
the characteristics of five-year-olds. 
Every five-year-old is a distinct per- 
sonality with five years of experience 
and background that make him different 
from every kindergarten associate, but 
there are certain general characteristics 
that apply to many children at this age 
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level. Bulletin 233-B enumerates these 
general characteristics of “‘fives”’ : 


1. They play in groups of two to 
four children. 

They have special friends, and 
this friendship often means the 
temporary exclusion of other 
children from their group. 

3. They display competencies such 

as the ability 
To learn to put on their wraps 
To get toys and help put them 
away 
To use their own ideas in play. 

4. They make impulsive responses 

to many situations, exhibit 
quick emotional changes 
toward children and adults. 

5. They show their aggressive feel- 
ings with fists as well as with 
words. 

6. They love obvious jokes, such as 
bringing teacher a beautifully 
wrapped empty box for April 
Fool’s Day. 

They have a great curiosity, 
and their interests extend be- 
yond their own homes. 

8. They live in a_here-and-now 
world where only their own 
personal past life has much 
meaning for them. 

9. They enjoy talking and use 
speech in their dramatic play 
to clarify ideas. 

10. They enjoy silly language with 
such phrases as ““Boops Boops 
a Daisy,” “You goofer.” 

11. They have a great deal of energy 
and can profitably engage in 
much gross motor activity, 
but they lack fine muscular 
coordination. 


bo 


~I 
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FUNCTIONS OF PARENTS AS 
PRIMARY TEACHERS OF CHILDREN 


During the pre-school period it is 
the function of parents as the primary 
teachers of the child to help him develop 
a rich emotional life and to train him to 
control his emotions so that ultimately a 
well-balanced personality and happy 
life will result. The parent who gives 
consistent, firm, and kindly guidance to 
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the expression of the emotions of the 
pre-school child, who refuses to yield to 
the child’s whims, and who gives con- 
stantly a personal example of emotional 
stability and control, will contribute as 
no other agency can to emotional 
balance in the child. Emotion of the 
right type in moderation has a place in 
human living. The parent will teach 
the child to fear the things he should 
fear, to love the things he should love, 
and even to be angry when anger is 
rightly called for. The child of Chris- 
tian parents will hold in contempt that 
which is mean, base, and unworthy; 
he will defend his personal rights and 
maintain his self-respect. ‘““The most 
valuable method of training in proper 
emotional growth and development 
during the pre-school period consists in a 
suitable environment, in which right 
ideas, objects, circumstances, and situa- 
tions result in the proper expression, in 
fitting habits, in worth-while attitudes, 
and in noble ideals” (“Introductory 
Child Psychology,” by Kelly, p. 138). 

The child who has learned obedience 
for conscience’ sake, who has learned 
that his attempts at negativistic be- 
havior gain him nothing, whose temper 
tantrums are ignored by wise parents, 
will have little difficulty adjusting to 
the new environment of the school. 
The school itself must be awake to the 
problem of developing or maintaining 
emotional balance in the child, and will 
assist children to advance toward emo- 
tional maturity by: 


1. Having secure and_ affectional 
relations with other people. 

2. Learning that growth in inde- 
pendence is interesting and 
satisfying. 

3. Developing the ability to feel 
deep!y, to feel anger when 
justified, and to enjoy fun with 
others. 

4. Being able to play alone with 
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satisfaction as well as_ with 


others. 

5. Solving emotional problems which 
may have developed. 

6. Accepting frustrations due to the 
lack of language facility or 
physical skill. 

7. Establishing desirable attitudes 
toward everyday living. 

8. Growing in appreciation and 
understanding of the world 
about them (Bulletin 233-B, p. 
189). 


The child comes to the kindergarten 
in all the immaturity of a five-year-old. 
For the first time he feels a sense of 
separation from his home and the loving 
care of his family. The adjustments 
that face him give even his elders pause. 
It becomes the fundamental duty of the 
kindergarten to help the child face the 
problems he is now to meet. No school 
can do more than supplement the work 
of the home. This the kindergarten 
will do by providing experiences to 
foster ideals, knowledge, and under- 
standing. In the Catholic ideal of the 
kindergarten the desirable experiences 
“will enlarge the mind, cultivate taste, 
guide and enrich emotional life, form 
character and good habits and, above 
all, build the firm foundations of faith 
and an earnest love of God” (“The 
Catholic Kindergarten,” W. H. Sadlier, 
Inc., 1948, p. 3). 


KINDERGARTEN DIRECTIVES FOR 

CATHOLIC CHILDREN 

We are happy to have the forthright 
statement of kindergarten objectives 
that is contained in “The Catholic 
Kindergarten,” a curriculum guide pre- 
pared by the Kindergarten Committee of 
the Department of Education of the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco. Our 
philosophy of education demands that 
we develop all the capacities with which 
the child has been endowed by his 
Creator. Secular manuals on the kin- 
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dergarten give little or no consideration 
to the child’s knowledge of God or to his 
relationship with his Creator. In these 
manuals we learn nothing of the child’s 
eternal destiny nor of the great purpose 
of knowing, loving, and serving God for 
which he has been created. ““The Catho- 
lic Kindergarten,” on the very first page, 
tells us that the first objective of the 
kindergarten is to inculcate that knowl- 
edge and love of God from which will 
grow a spontaneous desire to serve God 
in all things and to accept graciously and 
joyfully (and with gratitude) the bounti- 
ful gifts of His creation. We read in 
this excellent manual (pp. 3-4): 

“The life of the virtues and beati- 
tudes must be lived in the kinder- 
garten; so real will be the presence of 
God that frequent and humble prayer 
will be part and parcel of the child’s 
daily life. 

“The second objective is to help 
the child learn to get along with 
others. This means the inculcation 
of the virtues of justice and charity 
through which is developed the 
ability to live in Christian harmony 
and helpfulness with family, friends, 
and neighbors. Often the child has 
to be taught the meaning of obedi- 
ence and authority and the need for 
codperation. There is, of course, a 
close relationship between the religi- 
ous life of the child and the acquiring 
of social virtues. 

“Still another objective is to de- 
velop a readiness for school work. 
Besides helping to guide the normal 
spiritual, intellectual, emotional, and 
physical growth of the child, the 
kindergarten assists him in develop- 
ing a readiness to enter the wonder- 
lands of reading, numbers, music, and 
art. Indeed, the development of 
readiness, especially reading readi- 
ness, can hardly be stressed enough. 
Sound habits of health and hygiene 
and neatness and orderliness in work 
and play are not the least of our re- 
sponsibilities; nor can we escape the 
duty of leading the child to observe 
and appreciate nature’s beauties and 
its processes.” 
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DESIRABLE AIMS OF THE 

KINDERGARTEN 

The kindergarten is not instituted 
merely to amuse the child. It must 
give recognition to his impulse to play, 
but it will try to guide this impulse into 
constructive channels. Play is the 
greatest occupation of the child. Under 
proper direction his play will lead to 
increased stability; it will teach him 
kindness, generosity, and considera- 
tion for others; it will help to develop 
essential motor skills. Uninterested in 
competition, the child favors ring games 
with rhythmic movement and repetition 
in speech and song. Pattern toys at- 
tract him, and their right use leads to 
many learning outcomes that facilitate 
the formal work of the school in later 
years. Many simple toys afford op- 
portunity for dramatic use or original 
construction work. Colored paper, 
molding clay, crayons, and the sand box 
or table give scope to his imagination 
and keep him concentrated on activities 
that lead to mental as well as physical 
development. Groups of children of 
pre-school age will imitate their elders 
in the dramatization of familiar ac- 
tivities of life. They remember simple 
stories well because they enjoy assuming 
the characters about whom they have 
heard in the stories. A byproduct of 
their play activities is the learning of 
the social virtues such as truth, kind- 
liness, and sympathy, leading to a spirit 
of codperation and what Dr. Wiggam 
calls “‘get-along-able-ness.””» Human re- 
lationships are the main thing in all edu- 
cation, and properly supervised play 
activities which teach the child to get 
along with his fellows are in no wise an 
aimless expenditure of energy. The 
kindergarten gives the child the con- 
tacts with other children that are es- 
sential in forming a real concept of 
play, and it does not fail to develop 
good work habits, to adjust the child 
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to social living, and to give him a reason- 
able attitude towards authority. In 
the area of mental development the 
kindergarten should not attempt to 
accelerate the child into first-grade ac- 
complishments, for that is not the work 
of the kindergarten, and the child is 
normally not mature enough to profit 
from it. When he fails to measure up, 
he forms a distaste for schoolwork that 
is not easily overcome. 


RELIGION OUTCOMES OF THE 
KINDERGARTEN 


In listing the desirable outcomes, the 
curriculum guide of the San Francisco 
Committee speaks first of the religion 
outcomes and sums them up in this 
statement: ““The child understands and 
appreciates the love of God the Father 
in creating us and the world about us, 
the love of God the Son in dying for us, 
and the workings of the Holy Spirit in 
aiding us to become saints. The child 
applies the knowledge of his religion to 
problems in everyday life. He has some 
understanding of the difference between 
right and wrong.” 

The first of the four units which make 
up the kindergarten curriculum is en- 
titled “Knowledge and Love of God” 
(pp. 14-58). It tells the story of God 
the Father as our Creator, of God the 
Son as our Redeemer, and of God the 
Holy Ghost as our Sanctifier. This 
course of study in religion, we are told in 
the Guide, has for its object not merely 
to impart religious instruction, but to 
inspire the child with the beauty and 
love of God, to promote kindly attitudes, 
and to develop an awareness of his spir- 
itual inheritance as a child of God. 
The teacher is warned that she must 
keep in mind the five-year-old’s nature 
and developing ability to assimilate the 
truths and appreciate the ideals. The 
approach must be gradual and in accord 
with the child’s ability to receive. The 
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child is imitative, and is capable of en- 
tering into the closest intimacy with 
God, even as a child with his father. 
He learns readily that, as a child of God, 
he must try to be like the Christ Child. 
He responds generously to the teach- 
er’s constant exhortation to try always, 
and practises the virtues of obedience, 
truthfulness, courtesy, helpfulness, and 
codperation as a proof of his love of God. 


As he becomes familiar with the feasts of 


the Church, with the simple forms of ex- 
ternal worship, and with his rare priv- 
ilege of intimately living with Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, he learns the 
rudiments of his faith and develops the 
“habits, attitudes, ideals, and virtues 
that will enable him to be a good member 
of society and to attain his end—a 
complete life here and happiness with 
God, his Father, hereafter.” 

Our stressing of the desirable religion 
outcomes must not mislead the reader 
into concluding that the Catholic teacher 
in kindergarten ignores objectives in 
other areas. The San Francisco man- 
ual stresses the accepted aims in the 
areas of social living, reading readiness, 
oral expression, written expression, 
physical health and safety education, 
science, arithmetic, music, and art. 
Myers and Williams tell us that the main 
purposes of the kindergarten are the 
formation of good health habits, at- 
tainment of emotional control, develop- 
ment of codperative attitudes*in social 


situations, and participation in creative ~ 


activities. These are the purposes that 
the San Francisco Committee had in 
view, but they could not forget that the 
pupil is a child of God and that religious 
principles must dominate his every 
interest, activity, and occupation. 


CORRELATION OF RELIGION 
WITH OTHER ACTIVITIES 


The development of the successive 
topics in the first unit of work reveals 
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the correlation of the teaching of religion 
with the other areas of learning. 
Hymns and songs, poems and stories, 
are used to drive home the truths of 
faith and the practice of Christian vir- 
tues. The child learns incidental facts 
in the field of science and arithmetic, 
increases his skill in written and oral 
expression, and begins to evince a desire 
to learn to read. It must be remem- 
bered that the achievement of the 
kindergarten child in all these fields is 
very elementary; he achieves, for in- 
stance, a degree of skill in relating his 
own experiences, or he learns to recog- 
nize his name in print, even to letter his 
own name. No attempt is made or 
should be made to give the child a com- 
mand of first-grade skills. Many con- 
servative authorities are agreed that the 
average child is not ready for first-grade 
work until the age of six years, six 
months. 

The topics in the first unit are the 
successive verses of Sister Mary Mer- 
cedes’ poem, “God’s Wonder World.” 
Thus, the first topic is simply: “God 
made the great, wide world.” Here 
God’s attributes of omnipotence and 
omnipresence are stressed, and the child 
learns through explanation and illustra- 
tion to know that God made the big 
world out of nothing, that the world is 
our beautiful earthly home, and that 
God dwells in everything in the world. 
He is led to address God in simple prayers 
of an informal nature, and is introduced 
to the use of the Our Father and the Hail 
Mary. In hymn and song, in poem 
and story, the child adores God, gives 
thanks to Him, and learns to see God in 
everything he does. The suggested 
activities of the unit are designed 
through the use of concrete objects to 
acquaint the five-year-old with the 
world in which he lives, the world that 
God has made for him. 

The topics of the second division 
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follow chronologically the story of the 
life of Jesus Christ, and have as their 
general aim to acquaint the child with 
God’s greatest gift to us—His own be- 
loved Son. The child learns to see 
Jesus as his model, and comes to realize 
that religion is primarily a life to be 
lived. He develops reverence and love 
towards Jesus and His Mother, ad- 
vances in the paths of virtue, and culti- 
vates the habit of prayer out of love for 
God his Father. 

“The Annunciation” is the opening 
topic in the study of Our Lord’s life, 
and in the presentation of it the virtue 
stressed is: “Obedience to God’s Holy 
Will.” The virtues of the Christian 
life are simply and logically correlated 
with the successive topics, and the child 
learns also to perform the simpler duties 
of the religious life. 


PRESENTING THE MASS TO 
FIVE-YEAR-OLDS 


The final topic, ““The Mass,” is in- 
troduced with a paragraph of discussion 
that presents a treasury of theological 
truths to the aroused mind of the child 
who is now made to feel a need for 
deeper knowledge of the great Sacrifice 
of the New Law. Through previous 
visits to the church with his teacher and 
the kindergarten group the child has be- 
come acquainted with the appointments 
of the church and the appurtenances of 
the Sacrifice of the Mass, and he now 
learns to offer the Mass with the priest 
to God. This childish understanding of 
the Mass is presented in such logical 
order that it can be easily expanded as 
the child progressing through the grades 
advances in wisdom, age, and grace in 
imitation of his great model, Jesus, the 
Christ Child and his Redeemer. 

Every teacher of religion would do well 
to read and study the seven points of 
this simple discussion through which the 
Mass is here presented to the five-year- 
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old: (1) A child gives gifts to his 
parents to show them his love. (2) 
Good people tried to give their best gift 
to God their Father: gift of Abel— 
lamb; gift of Melchisedech—bread and 
wine; gift for which God asked Abra- 
ham—his son. (3) No gift of man was 
perfect because Adam, who represents 
the human race, had sinned. (4) Jesus 
came to be the Perfect Gift offered to 
God for our sins; the Gift began at the 
Last Supper (the first Holy Mass), and 
on the Cross as the Gift of Himself to 
open heaven. (5) At every Mass Jesus 
continues to offer Himself to God to 
the end of the world. (6) The priest 
uses the power which Jesus gave him 
at the Last Supper. (7) During Mass we 
can offer many gifts to God. 

If our little kindergarten manual 
suffers from any slight defect, it is the 
inadequate presentation of the “Story 
of God the Holy Ghost—Our Sanctifier.”’ 
There is nothing incorrect in the material 
presented, through which the child 
learns of our sanctification through the 
Holy Ghost and of God’s Church whose 
birthday is on Pentecost, the great feast 
of the Holy Ghost. But where are the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, and where are 
His fruits? Perhaps in the minds of the 
committee the gifts and the fruits of the 
Holy Ghost were reserved for a later 
point in the moral and religious develop- 
ment of the child. We feel that these 
manifestations of the Spirit of God af- 
ford to the teacher an avenue of pre- 
senting in a childlike manner many 
great truths in regard to Christian living, 
and of giving to the child, at the level of 
the five-year-old’s comprehension, an 
intimacy of knowledge and feeling in our 
relationship with the Third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, a knowledge and feeling 
that is sadly lacking in much religious 
instruction at higher levels. 

The remaining units, Knowledge and 


Love of God, Living with Others, and 


















a product of 
R. J. TOOMEY CO. 


UTILITY 


cassock 


$19 50 


From the R. J. Toomey Company, a new 
low priced, durable cassock that provides 
a good fit for average figures. The Utility 
cassock is versatile enough for wear in the 
confessional, for travel and for recreation. 
Like all Toomey garments, it’s designed to fit 
well, look well, wear well. For that comfort- 
able feeling and well poised look that stems 
from quality manufacture — try the Toomey 
new Utility cassock. 

Available in short, regular and long 
lengths to fit chest sizes 38 to 46. There is a 
choice of two collar sizes for each chest size. 

Short model 5’4” — 5’7” 
Regular model 5’7¥2" — 5'10” 
Long model 5'1012” — 6’2” 


b outstanding featires 


® Material is a firm black poplin 

® Collar is cut and lined to fit well, stand erect 
and remain stiff. 

© Cuffs are identical with tailored product 

® Back is cut on conventional Roman model 

© Button-head snaps are used for convenience 
and economy 

® Garment is lined to waist and in sleeves 

































Sizes — Garments are made only in the 
following combinations and measurements 














40 42 44 46 











COLLAR | 14% & 15/15 & 1542] 15% & 16|16% & 17] 17 & 17% 


























Buy it from your favorite religious goods 
supplier. Specify chest and neck size, 
and height. 


R. J. TOOMEY COMPANY 


8 GRAFTON STREET, WORCESTER, MASS. 














THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





The Modern Method of 


Handling Money 
of ALL COUNTRIES 
Model 4ET-5: Electric Coin 


Counter for all coins. Locks after 
counting 20, 25, 30,40 or 50 coins 
or counts indefinitely 
intoabag. Register can 
easily be reset to zero. 








New mecha- 
nism elimi- 
nates wear 
and friction, 
A fast, dur. 
able machine 





Rapid Coin Assorter: The only portable, visible, automatic» 
motor-driven Coin Assorter on the market. Separates mixed coins 
at approximately 1,200 per minute. Simple operation with no ad- 
justments to make. 


All Abbott COIN COUNTING MACHINES Can Be 
Furnished for All Foreign Coins. Write for complete 
information and catalog of COIN COUNTING MA- 
CHINES, BANK, CASHIER SUPPLIES and RAPID 
COIN ASSORTER. 
Abbott Coin Counter Co. 
143rd Street and Wales Avenue 
NEW YORK 54, N. Y., U.S.A. 


Getting Ready for School, present much 
material that has now become standard 
in kindergarten practice. Our Catholic 
manual gives all of it a Catholic setting. 
Religion is made to permeate all the 
ideals, habits, attitudes, and skills that 
are imparted to the five-year-old. The 
young child thus instructed comes to ac- 
cept religion as the very core of the sub- 
ject-matter presented to him. We pro- 
pose to address ourselves in a future 
article to an analysis of these three 
remaining units of ““The Catholic Kin- 
dergarten.” 


[Eprror’s Note.—Many of the pro- 
posals made in this article, and in the 
Program on which it is based, seem to 
be a complete departure from uni- 
versal and immemorial principle and 
practice, and therefore they would 
seem to call for very careful considera- 
tion on the part of all concerned. | 
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Questions ANswERED 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 





Racism, Not Pre-Nuptial 
Taste, Is Condemned by 
Church 


Question: Only the seriousness of the 
“pernicious error’ of racism (to quote 
Pope Pius XII condemning this error 
in his Encyclical, ‘‘Summi Pontificatus’’) 
constrains me to reply to Father Dono- 
van’s “Answer” to my Question, “Col- 
ored Blood Not Conjugal Defect,” ap- 
pearing in the February issue. 

In his ‘Answer’ Father Donovan 
states: (a) “a strain of Negro blood 
would have to be presumed a quality of 
body that the intended husband would 
likely object to and thereupon break off 
the marriage promise.”” Hence (quoting 
the original “‘solution’’): (b) this “strain 
would have to be considered a hidden de- 
fect, humanly speaking,” and (c) “‘such 
defects must be told pre-nuptially, even 
in justice, to say nothing of charity.” 

(a) To presume the husband would 
“likely object” would, in itself, be an un- 
charitable presumption, since it pre- 
sumes he has succumbed to the widely 
prevalent, immoral, basically heretical 
superstition of racism. To express this 
uncharitable presumption by revealing 
the slight strain of Negro blood would be 
to insult the husband, since, by implica- 
tion at least, it would classify the 
husband as a possible racist. 

(b) A “hidden defect, humanly 
speaking,” to be recognized as such, 
must at very least have a rational basis. 
Such a rational basis, to illustrate, would 
be the legal and hereditary issues in- 
volved should servile blood, concealing 
this fact, seek to be united with royal 
blood. Both charity and justice would 
require that such a “hidden defect, 
humanly speaking,” be revealed. But 
the prevalent idea among many that a 
slight strain of Negro blood merely con- 


stitutes a defective bodily condition, not 
only is unreasonable and therefore op- 
posed to natural truth, but is opposed to 
the teaching of the Church and to re- 
vealed truth. It is a false idea, and 
fundamentally an heretical idea, resting 
on a false basis. 

(c) Neither justice nor charity re- 
quires one to submit to the guidance of 
false principles, even when about to be 
married to one that does. Rather it is 
the other way around. Both justice and 
charity require that we know and live 
the truth ourselves, and give others 
credit for desiring to do the same. 

Add to the above the almost certain 
fact that, if the one urged by Father 
Donovan to reveal the “slight strain of 
Negro blood” should do so, she would 
most certainly be eliminating herself 
from all the advantages (materially 
speaking) she enjoys in the white so- 
ciety into which she has been effec- 
tively integrated. Once more she would 
become the helpless victim of an im- 
moral social pattern, and all this be- 
cause, urged by a false sense of duty, she 
conformed to a false social standard. I 
sincerely hope good Father Donovan 
will not consider what I have written in 
any way intemperate. 

Jesuir FATHER. 


Answer: Marriage as a human con- 
jugal union is so perfectly free that the 
Church makes grave and external un- 
just fear on the part of the one person 
an exclusion of valid marriage itself. 
She goes further and declares that any 
pre-nuptial condition which does not of 
itself exclude marriage does make the 
marriage invalid where the condition is . 
not fulfilled; or if it is a future condi- 
tion, it suspends the union of consents 
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and therefore the marriage. In our 
case, if a white man should say to an ap- 
parently white woman before the mar- 
riage ceremony: “If you have a colored 
strain, I don’t intend to marry you”— 
there would be no marriage at all before 
God in the event that the said woman 
possessed the colored strain. If the man 
used the actually invalid marriage in 
good faith and eventually the strain 
manifested itself on the birth of a child, 
the husband would be justified in sepa- 
rating from the woman and suing before 
the Church for a declaration of nullity. 
If he were unable to prove the alleged 
condition, the Church might command 
him under pain of excommunication to 
cohabit with his presumed wife. In the 
event he were willing to carry out the 
Church’s command, he would still be 
bound to place unconditional consent 
before he could lawfully cohabit. The 
chances are, however, that such a limita- 
tion of consent could be proved by 
direct or indirect consent, or both to- 
gether. 

Let us take another illustration of our 
general thesis. A girl of twenty can 
marry a man of seventy, but whether she 
will or not depends upon her own sweet 
taste and nothing else in the world than 
that same taste. And since the gen- 
erality of men here and now are unwill- 
ing to contract miscegenetic marriages 
in any degree, as our objector unwit- 
tingly remarks, then there is a presump- 
tive objection to them that compels the 
apparent white girl (or for that matter 
the apparent white man) to manifest his 
or her racial strain beforehand to the un- 
suspecting partner to be. This being of 
a contractual nature holds in justice, to 
say nothing of charity. 


Vasectomy Induces 
Impotency Only Doubtfully 


Question: In a recent reply (Hom1- 














{eR gersr~ 





FILMOSOUND teaches at 


St. Gabriel Schoot 


Right: Only two years old, this beautiful, com- 
pletely modern school is located in the famed 
Sunset District of San Francisco. 


Below: Alert students like to learn with movies 
in this up-to-date Catholic school. 





ag 


St. Gabriel School in San Francisco is one of the 
more outstandingly progressive schools in this area. 

Lower grade school pupils inevitably learn 
more easily in a setting like this. Throughout the 
school only the finest equipment is used. 

How: natural, then, that Bell & Howell Filmosound 
plays an important role at St. Gabriel. It is used 
extensively in teaching and in other school activities, 
and in the school’s large auditorium it contributes 
substantially to community entertainment. 


For your school needs, be sure to investigate 
Filmosound. Pictures are life-like, brilliant; sound 
is natural and undistorted. Filmosound provides 
most hours of dependable, trouble-free performance. 
And it’s completely suited to small classroom 

or big auditorium use... consult your nearby Bell 
& Howell representative. He is trained to serve you. 


During life of the product, any defects in workmanship or 
materials will be remedied free (except transportation). 


You buy for life when you buy 










The Single-Case Filmosound has 
Safe-Lock sprockets to guard 
film, make threading easy — 
governor-controlled gear 
drive — natural, flutterless 
sound—perfectly aligned op- 
tical system to give maxi- 
mum illumination. For 16mm 
sound or silent film. Weight 
3512 pounds. 


Bell « Howell cvs" 











Firms with Episcopal Authorization to 


Handle Sacred Vesselsand Repair Them 
*, 











a 
BOSTON 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 106 Chauncy Street 
Patrick J. Gill, 367 Washington Street 





CHICAGO 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 
Lawrence N. Daleiden & Co., 218 W. Madison St., 
D. B. Hansen & Sons, 23 North Franklin Street 





CINCINNATI 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 





CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 





GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St. 





NEW YORK CITY 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 26-28 Park Place 

Biack, Starr & Gorham, Inc., Fifth Ave. at 48th St. 
Engel & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 

Office of Frederick G. Necker, Inc., 3410 Broadway 
The Edward O’Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 14 Barclay Street 
Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 





OMAHA 
Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney St. 





PHILADELPHIA 
Keystone Silver Co., 804-808 Sansom St. 
Louis J. Meyer, Inc.; 205 S. Ninth St. 


ST. LOUIS 
B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 


ST. PAUL 
The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 758 Mission Street 


TULSA, OKLA. 
F. C. Ziegler, 16 East 6th St. 
































QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





LETIC, August, 1949) you state that vasec- 
tomy does not render a man impotent, 
and therefore his marital acts are law- 
ful. Yet, in Aryinhac’s ‘Marriage 
Legislation in the New Code,” :(1932 
edition, page 129) the Rota is quoted as 
holding the opposite opinion. Quid? 
READER. 
Answer: Ecclesiastical courts, includ- 
ing the Sacred Rota, do not make the 
law, although they are generally right 
in construing the law. It would be in- 
teresting to follow the said decision and 
see whether it was reversed by another 
panel of the same general court. Even 
in the 1933 edition of Gasparri’s “De 
Matrimonio” there is an appendix of 
five pages on vasectomy at the end of 
the first volume wherein the Cardinal, 
while contending that vasectomy is 
equivalent to castration and therefore 
induces impotency, still admits the 
likely probability that such person can 
validly marry because of doubts as to 


whether another operation can repair 
the section, or whether in spite of the 
double vasectomy there can be still a 
transition of the sperm. Where either 
is true, the potency must be presumed 
according to the present action of the 
Church. 

But only a few months ago I saw in a 
medical journal the results of an opera- 
tion to restore the use of these seminal 
vessels in several hundred cases; some- 
thing over a third, if I remember rightly, 
were actually restored. Again, Gemelli 
is quoted by Cardinal Gasparri as hold- 
ing that vasectomized men are still 
potent because they can exercise the 
conjugal act equivalently to that ex- 
ercised by old men whose sperm is so in- 
active that it cannot fecundate; so, life- 
less semen is the same as spermless 
semen, since to all outward appearances 
the absence of the sperm does not de- 
stroy the conjugal act as humanly 
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visualized. Cardinal Gasparri uses much 
the same principle in an opposite sense, 
because he contends against An‘ onelli 
that a sterilized woman is capable of the 
conjugal act as truly as is a woman be- 
yond the child-bearing age. And physi- 
cians seem to think that from the human 
standpoint the vasectomized man is 
truly capable of sexual intercourse no 
less than the aged man whose sperm is 
equivalently dead. 


So, even in the event that the said 
Rota decision was never reversed, it 
does not in any way settle the dispute 
about the impotency or the potency of 
the sterilized man. Those successful 
operations, however, in themselves do 
seem to constitute a solid probability 
that vasectomy at worst is a temporary 
form of impotency, and therefore not 
necessarily an impediment to a valid 
marriage. 






Making Pre-Nuptial Promises 
Civil Law Proof? 


Question: A question has come up 
various times in discussions, and none 
of the participants had any authoritative 
information on it. We have heard it 
said that various dioceses (or archdio- 
ceses) have their ante-nuptial promises 
for mixed marriages worded in such a 
way that they become an essential con- 
dition to the validity of that marriage. 
In the event that they are not carried 
out, the marriage can be declared null 
and void. Can this be done? Has it 
been done? 

In practice, how could this point 
(contained in our ante-nuptial agree- 
ment) be enforced: ““The parties hereto 
expressly state that they do hereby give 
to the Most Reverend Bishop of ..., 
as the representative of the Roman 
Catholic Church, or his delegates or 
representatives, the right to enforce 
each and every promise herein contained 
in the event of the violation of the same 
by either party or both, and empower 
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him to give full force and effect to the 
agreements herein contained.” 
WISCONSIN Priest. 


Answer: The query is a good one. 
The ante-nuptial promises that you 
write out could perhaps be enforced by 
a civil court by compelling the recalci- 
trant party to send the children to a 
Catholic school by order of such court. 
And if the non-Catholic had separated 
from the Catholic, this same promise 
might prevent the former from getting 
custody of the children. The big ob- 
stacle in many mixed marriages is the 
spinelessness of the Catholic party in 
allowing himself or herself to be bluffed. 

As to the promises being framed in 
such a manner as to enable the Catholic 
party to get a declaration of nullity in 
the event that they were not kept, the 
only way that I see this could be brought 
about is for the Catholic party to stipu- 
late in writing and before witnesses 


that he or she gives consent to the forth- 
coming marriage only on condition that 
the promises are honestly made and 
honestly intended to be carried out. 
This might contribute a great deal to- 
wards proving the nullity of the mar- 
riage, because it would indicate the 
absolute mind of the Catholic party to 
marry only on condition that the non- 
Catholic party was honestly making 
the promises. This fictitious making of 
promises or the reservation of not carry- 
ing them out depending on this or that 
condition, would have to be proved be- 
yond reasonable doubt by facts and 
circumstances. The practice would do 
much to save many an upright and God- 
fearing Catholic from being tragically 
fooled. But no future condition could 
be placed; for that would be tanta- 
mount to a limitation of consent, a 
thing that would make the marriage 
null and void from the start. 
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Catholic Social Studies 


“Catholic Social Thought’! offers 
a survey of the studies and theories of 
leading Catholic scholars in all the social 
sciences, which has been made by a non- 
Catholic sociologist, Professor Williams 
of Florida State University. It is not 
an historical study of Catholic social 
thought, nor a compendium of the 
Church’s official social doctrine. The 
author offers a summary of what various 
Catholic thinkers, with different indi- 
vidual points of view and with different 
objectives, have offered in their respec- 
tive fields of endeavor. As Dr. Furfey ob- 
serves in his Foreword, it is helpful to see 
ourselves as others see us. We may be 
gratified by our virtues, but we should 
also be disturbed by our shortcomings. 
Not that the author takes it upon him- 
self to list these faults. He is concerned 
with the orientation of Catholic social 
thought and in drawing up a frame of 
reference from the Catholic point of 
view. His work will serve as a bridge 
of understanding. 

The background of present-day Cath- 
olic social thinking is first sketched in 
scholastic thought since St. Thomas and 
in Catholic social reform from the eight- 
eenth century. Then follows a review of 
the contributions of Catholic scholars in 
the field of sociology proper, some of 
which have been predominantly ethico- 
social in their approach and the remain- 


1 Catholic Social Thought: Its Approach to 
Contemporary Problems. By Melvin J. Wil- 
liams (Ronald Press Co., New York City; 
pp. xvi-567). 
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ing more empirical in character. In his 
final chapter the author proposes a 
synthetic approach for these two view- 
points. As regards social and cultural 
history, he points out that Catholics 
have tended to regard religious phenom- 
ena as paramount, but some few have 
offered ‘‘studies upon a better-balanced 
cultural and factual basis.”” Yet, as a 
group they have made significant con- 
tributions on the nature and origins of 
human culture and its mode of develop- 
ment. Catholic scholars in the field of 
physical anthropology are regarded as 
having made studies of considerable 
significance and promise. 

The study of the sociological aspects of 
economics, politics and law has not 
been neglected by Catholic students. 
In the first case, they have been slower 
as a group to investigate the actual 
workings of economic forces as a distinct 
science, apart from immediate relation- 
ship with moral and religious principles. 
Likewise in treating legal and political 
phenomena Catholic theorists take gen- 
erally a broad synthetic view of the 
subject, flowing out of basic principles, 
rather than pursue a more particularized 
approach of special study and analysis. 
On the other hand, the author gives 
generous recognition to the studies 
made of specific social groups and prob- 
lems—for example, of the race problem, 
immigration, criminology and penology. 
He reveals particular understanding and 
appreciation of modern Catholic social 
work, in both its technical and religious 
aspects. To complete his excellent 
survey the author adds in the Appendix 
an exhaustive classified bibliography of 

















BOOK REVIEWS 








Catholic writings on all phases of the 
social sciences. 

One would gather from his survey 
that Professor Williams appreciates why 
the approach of Catholic scholars is 
“colored by a philosophy.” He sees 
that as no barrier to an honest and scien- 
tific inquiry into the social process. 

The theme of “The Great Tradition’”? 
is the origin and development of the 
idea of responsible government. It is 
germinally contained in the philosophy 
of Greece and Rome, but took firm root 
only when the teachings of Christianity 
became established. Out of Christian 
thinking sprang the institutions of rep- 
resentative government, due process of 
law, and rules of equity. According to 
the author, the democratic tradition 
received a setback during the Renais- 


2 The Great Tradition: The Democratic 
Idea. By Jerome G. Kirwin (Declan X. Mc- 
Mullen Co., New York City; pp. 91). 


sance and Reformation as well as during 
the era of nation-states, because thereby 
was induced a desire to be liberated from 
a higher law interpreted by religious 
authority. However, Protestant and 
Catholic schools of thought soon chal- 
lenged the new absolutism. 

The assault upon the democratic 
idea is then traced up to our own day, 
special attention being given to move- 
ments and events in our own land. The 
actions of individual Catholics in betray- 
ing the ideals of responsible government 
are not ignored. However, it seems 
quite an exaggeration to speak of the 
“scandalous way in which priests have 
been used by the politicians in the hey- 
day of Tammany, or in some cities 
today” (p. 86). A statement of that 
kind calls for some kind of documenta- 
tion. The final section of the work is 
devoted to the practice of the democratic 
idea, with a plea that Catholics play 
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their part in the political arena. Con- 
crete recommendations are offered for 
the channelling of Catholic thought and 
influence into our democratic society. 

The second of the Outline Encyclical 
Series has been issued, on the subject 
of Communism.* The special features 
are a revised translation, a complete 
outline of the text, and a detailed index. 
The Encyclical thus becomes very read- 
able and lucid. One marvels at the 
clarity and force of the Pope’s exposé of 
Communism, its insidious evils and its 
allurement, but above all by the breadth 
of vision manifested in the proposals he 
made a decade ago to preserve Christian 
civilization. The world did not answer 
Pius’ appeal and exhortations. But 
neither can it be said that our clergy and 
laity have done all they were asked to do. 


3 The Answer to Communism. Encyclical 
Letter of Pope Pius XI with Outline and Index. 
By Dr. Francis J. Brown (Outline Press, Inc., 
Chicago, II1.; pp. viii-72). 
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Press, Westminster, Md.). 


The American edition of Dr. Messen- 
ger’s work on marriage‘ willinterest many 
readers. It is more or less an encyclo- 
pedia on the moral and religious aspects 
of sex as it underlies family life. The 
general tone of the treatment is apolo- 
getic, to make the Christian view more 
acceptable and better understood. The 
author regards Part II as his main con- 
tribution because of its predominantly 
theoretic content. Here his own 
thought and appraisals are offered ten- 
tatively for further development. 

Francis B. DonNELLY, J.C.D. 
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tale, delightfully told, of a Trappistine 
nun whose life was a vigil of prayer in 
the cause of unity.' Offering her life 
that Christians outside the fold of St. 
Peter might again be united, the sanctity 
of her soul increased as she reduced her 
life to the utmost simplicity, every 
thought and action being directed to but 
one end—unity. Her life is a vivid les- 
son of perfect fulfillment—an end diffi- 
cult to accomplish in this world. Only 
heroic souls attain near-perfection. The 
author gives us a glimpse of Cistercian 
convent life where love and sacrifice are 
the marks of an apostolate in which not 
a word. is spoken. 

“Struggle Our Destiny” sounds a 
clarion call to all Christians, showing us 
how to become valiant champions of the 
Faith.2. Father Tobin makes clear that 
in the fight for salvation there can be no 
neutrals. He writes in a concise and 
direct manner, quoting freely from 
Sacred Scripture. A series of lessons, 
compiled in an orderly manner, outlines 
the plans for warfare against the enemies 
of the soul. The author first cites con- 
trasts between soldierly virtues and vices, 
details the enemies that must be faced, 
the weapons to use, and the spiritual 
allies that will aid us. Secondly, the 
Eight Beatitudes are used as guide- 
posts along the road of battle, outlining 
the aims for which we are striving. The 
third group of discussions is devoted to 
our Supreme Commander and His 
Blessed Mother. Death and resurrec- 
tion are finally considered. The Ap- 
pendix is divided into three parts: war 
in the New Testament, war in the Old 
Testament, and St. Augustine on war. 

“Cardinal Mercier Primate of Bel- 
gium” is a serious review of the life of 


1 By Mary Paula Williamson, R. C. (P. J. 
Kenedy & Sons, New York City; 187 pages). 

2 By Rev. William Tobin (Bruce Publishing 
Co., 165 pages). 
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Belgium’s most illustrious son.* Writing 
the life of Cardinal Mercier was a prodi- 
gious task. There were so many aspects 
to his life, so many national and political 
problems to consider. The author pains- 
takingly shows him to us in the guise of 
philosopher, priest, hero and Cardinal 
Archbishop. 

Cardinal Mercier was born in 1851 
and died in 1926. He lived during the 
trying days of World War I. The 
spiritual quality which he possessed 
radiated to all those who came in con- 
tact with him. His living spirit of sym- 
pathetic interest divined the needs of 
men, and his solicitude for their welfare 
was boundless. He inspired universal 
affection. All those who find enjoyment 
in reading the lives of great men will wel- 


3 Translated from the French of Henry Louis 
Dubly by Herbert Wilson (Mercier Press, Ltd., 
Cork, Eire; 301 pages). 


come this book. The many extracts 
from the Cardinal’s Pastorals to his 
clergy should give it a special appeal to 
the hierarchy. 

There are two appendixes. Appendix 
I tells of a committee formed in 1919, 
after the war, with the object of erecting 
a monument in honor of Cardinal Mer- 
cier. When he heard of it, he asked that 
the project be discontinued. After his 
death, the committee was reformed and 
a statue was erected at Malines. Ap- 
pendix IT is an interesting and informa- 
tive discription of the Conclave which 
elected His Holiness, Pope Pius XI. 

The title of Fr. Timothy Harris's 
book is taken from an old Irish tribute 
to the Mother of God.‘ The work is a 
simple, beautifully written presentation 
of the life and privileges of Our Lady, 


4 Mary The Blessed, The Beloved (Clonmore & 
Reynolds, Ltd., Dublin; 119 pages). 
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given in the order in which the Church 
celebrates them in her liturgy. The 
author has not only written an informa- 
tive book of value to the laity seeking 
the Church’s teaching in regard to the 
virginity of Mary, but one that will in- 
spire increased devotion to the Blessed 
Mother by both the laity and the 
clergy. The Appendix gives a Table of 
Feasts of Mary the Blessed, the Be- 
loved. 

A fine lesson in humility may be 
learned from the reading of C. S. Lewis’s 
latest book,® since it places man in his 
proper relationship to God. Writing 
with keen perception and unusual liter- 
ary charm, the author, who is a Fellow 
and tutor of Magdalen College, Oxford, 
gives us five short, stimulating and pro- 
vocative addresses in this little volume. 


5 The Weight of Glory (Macmillan Co., New 
York City; 66 pages). 


A literary treat for those who like to 
ponder on eternal truths. 
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spoken as well as one of the sanest I have 
ever read on the subject. Seventeen 
other contributors add their comments. 
There is a fine article on the. Holy 
Father and a supplement of marvellous 
portraits by our Liverpool genius, Adolf 
Morath. 

A new 


book of sermons by Fr. 





f 1 BUY DIRECT AND SAVET( | 


LIGHTWEIGHT — STURDY 
CLERGYMAN’S UTILITY BAG 


Genuine Top Grain Cowhide—Black 

















Here's a professional 
utility bag designed 


; (illustrated) 
especially for the 
clergyman’s needs, | 1>* 11% 7 $10.00 
Roomy . . Peal 1 17x914x12 $12.50 
compact. Sturdily ly 1% $17. 
constructed to last for 20 x 1114 x 1214 $17.50 


many years. Asplen- | 44). = — $8.00 
did value at these low 2x84 x : 


prices, 











Are you planning to make the Holy 
Pilgrimage? We'd like to send you 
our brochure illustrating our fine line 
of traveling bags . . . attract vely priced! 


Mail orders shipped same day received. Parcel post 
prepaid. Send check or money order to: 


ALLIED saicr 


BRIEF CASE CO 
186—5Sth Avenue * 


New York 10, N. Y. 











Satisfaction guarontecd 


OING TO ROME? Carry 
ETERNALLY GOOD 

NATIONAL CITY BANK 
TRAVELERS CHECKS 

F you carry NCB Travelers 
Checks, your money is safe, and 
100% spendable, like cash .. in 
Rome, Lourdes, everywhere you go 
. . for any purchase or expense. Lost 
or stolen checks promptly refunded. 


Good until used. Cost 75¢ per $100. 
Buy them at your bank. 










NATIONAL CITY BANK 
TRAVELERS CHECKS 


BACKED BY THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK 


Finst in World Wide Banking 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


1167 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





Martindale is sure of a warm welcome 
from the clergy. “The Spirit of God” 
is the title and the publishers are Sheed 
and Ward. Fr. Martindale seems to be 
specially endowed with the genius of 
being able to approach ordinary subject- 
matter from unique angles. Perhaps it 
is this that makes these sermons so 
interesting and so very useful for the 
busy priest. 

T. F. Lindsay offers “‘Saint Benedict,” 
a simple life for the general reader, 
skillfully avoiding controversial issues. 
The publishers are Burns, Oates. Fr. 
Hubert Van Zeller has written yet an- 
other volume designed to stir up the love 
of God in souls. Called “The Famine 
of the Spirit,” it deals with the illumina- 
tive way in a series of detached, indepen- 
dent paragraphs. Useful for priests’ 
meditation (publishers: Burns, Oates). 
That great scholar, Edward Hutton, has 
translated and edited Omer Engelbert’s 


new biography of “Saint Francis of 
Assisi,” which also is published by 
Burns, Oates. It is a longish book with 
many illustrations, and it claims to take 
into account the results of recent ‘re- 
search work. It is too early yet to 
attempt a critical appreciation of such a 
work. A fourth work from the same 
publisher is much more ambitious, being 
a comprehensive account of ‘““The Rites 
of Eastern Christendom” by Archdale 
A. King. There are two illustrated 
volumes, each extending to nearly 700 
pages. 

St. Louis-Marie de Montfort was 
haunted by the idea that God should 
Himself be the model for human wis- 
dom, that the Divine Wisdom should 
become incarnate and be crucified that 
men might share in the divine nature. 
Before his ordination he wrote his 
book on “The Love of the Eternal Wis- 
dom,” and, although it is inferior in both 








Beauty and Dignity 


in highest quality church furnishings 


Many of America’s most 
distinguished churches are 
furnished in beauty and 
dignity with American 
Seating Company products. 
Consummate artistry com- 
bined with integrity of 
craftsmanship means gen- 
erations of satisfaction. 
Write for complete infor- 
mation about carved wood 
figures, Bodiform Péws, 
chancel furniture, and 
folding chairs. 


School Furniture 


You will find true economy 
in the high quality and long 
service of American Uni- 
versal Desks; Envoy Desks, 
Chairs, and Tablet-Arm 
Chairs; Universal Tables; 
Steel Folding Chairs; and 
Bodiform Auditorium 
Chairs. 


7 . 
GRAND RAPIDS 2, MICHIGAN 
World’s Leader in Public Seating 





REPLATING 
REFINISHING 
REPAIRING 


RESTORING 
All Sacred Vessels 


Flannel carrying 
bag included 
with each newly 
plated chalice, 
paten or cibor- 
rium. 

Out of town 
work wel- 
comed, shipping 
charges collect 
and returned 
prepaid. 


LOUIS J. MEYER, INC. 
SINCE 1892 
Ecclesiastical approbation granted 1913 


209 South 9th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





Prepacked 
excelsiored 
cartons, 
return ad- 
dressed, for- 
warded on 
request. 














1168 





oo enn NENA Ae 








A EE 








BOOK REVIEWS 





° ] 
style and doctrine to the famous “True | 


Devotion,” it has the great merit of con- 
taining all the Saint’s teachings and 
devotions fitted into a harmonious 
whole, a perfect plan of spirituality. 
The first part of the book deals with 
God Incarnate’s quest for the love of 
men, whilst in the second part we are 
told how to possess within ourselves 
Jesus Christ, Incarnate Wisdom. The 
four means recommended by the Saint 
are an ardent desire, continuous prayer, 
universal mortification, and true devo- 
tion to Our Lady. This book has now 
been brought out for the first time in 
English, being translated by the Mont- 
fort Fathers and published by the 
Burleigh Press. A book for every priest. 

Elizabeth Whitehead and the direc- 
tors of the Mercier Press have been hap- 
pily inspired to offer us a book of 
“Saints for the Married.” Not all will 
agree that the choice of Saints was the 
best for the purpose St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary might have been omitted on 
account of the shortness of her married 
life and St. Catherine of Genoa included 
—but in spite of some minor blemishes 
the authoress and publishers are to be 
congratulated on their enterprise. 

All interested in the Legion of Mary, 
and many others, will read “Our Lady’s 
Missioner,”’ a life of St. Louis-Marie de 
Montfort, published by Gill. The 
author does not, perhaps, sufficiently 
emphasize the importance of the Saint’s 
writings, especially about Our Lady, but 
it is high time for a good biography of 
the Saint to appear in the shops. Fr. 
Cassidy is the author and Fr. Michael 
O’Carroll contributes an introduction. 

Students of poetry will surely obtain 
the “Collected Poems” of Roy Camp- 
bell, published by Dodley Head. A 
trenchant lyricist, whose works will live, 
Roy is judged to be one of the greatest | 
of living Catholic poets. | 

Francis J. RipLey 
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